We are asking that in the church space, all keep a safe 3-foot space,
when seated among “non-pod” folks. Masks are welcome.

“GOD

IS STILL SPEAKING”

Never place a period
Where God has placed a comma

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
“Center Church”

United Church of Christ - ONA
One Church Street
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075
(413) 532-2262
email: centerchurch@verizon.net
website: www.centerchurchsouthhadley.org
Facebook: Center Church of South Hadley MA
Instagram: @centerchurchsouthhadley
** The two center sections of the sanctuary are equipped with a hearing loop.
Turn on the T-coil in your hearing aid and sit in one of these sections
for better hearing

November 27, 2022
Advent 1

The Deacons will light a candle of PEACE AND RESILIENCY FOR UKRAINE
at the beginning of each worship service.
Hope lies in dreams, in imagination, and in the courage of those
who dare to make dreams into reality.
– Jonas Salk

PRELUDE

Sleepers, Wake
O Come, Emmanuel

J.S. Bach
L. Smith

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF HOPE
Reader One:

When I look around, I see shadows of hunger. So many people in
this city and around the world will go to bed hungry tonight.

Reader Two:

When I look around, I see shadows of injustice, the rich getting
richer and the poor getting poorer, everyone saying, "Buy, buy,
buy!" - and someone somewhere will fall asleep under a bridge
tonight.

Reader One:

In the face of hunger, we light a candle of hope.

Reader Two:

In the face of injustice, in the face of despair,
we light a candle of hope.

Reader One:

Let the light from this candle say to all that God’s hope is coming
on earth as it already is in heaven.

Reader Two:

Friends, be not afraid, God’s hope is at hand!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

INTROIT

Comfort, comfort all my people
"Comfort, comfort all my people,
speak of peace," so says our God.
"Comfort those who sit in darkness,
groaning from their sorrows' load.
Speak to all Jerusalem
of the peace that waits for them;
tell them that their sins I cover,
that their warfare now is over."

*HYMN

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

MESSAGE FOR ALL

Arr. Larry D. Schipull

red # 110 vv 1&2
Kate Hoffman

At the conclusion of the message, the children will leave to go to "The Promised Land "
as the congregation sings the first verse of On River Jordan's Banks I Stand.

On River Jordan's banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye,
Upon the fair and happy land where my possessions lie;
I am bound for the promised land, I am bound for the promised land,
Oh, who will come and go with me? I am bound for the promised land.

JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE
MORNING PRAYERS
Prayer of Confession
Light of Lights, as you embolden us with hope with your
light, we confess we still need to make room for you and your ways.
Advent calls us to be watching for you, even when we either don’t
know how, or are consumed with our own business. Help us make
a path for you this season so we can walk in the light. Amen
Assurance of Forgiveness
Pastoral Prayer
Silence
Lord’s Prayer (debts)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Congregational Response

READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES

# 769

Matthew 24:36-44

36 “But

about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son,[a] but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so,
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will
be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on
what day[b] your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

SERMON

FINDING REFUGE IN HOPE

*HYMN

Keep Awake, Be always Ready

OFFERING
Invitation
Offertory

Advent Promise

black # 112

Douglas E. Wagner

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the world Thou art;
dear desire of ev'ry nation, joy of ev'ry longing heart.
Prepare a way, make straight the path, proclaim so all may know
The valleys shall be lifted up, and all the hills made low.
Awake, for the morn is breaking forth. We wait for the coming light
to comfort sorrow, banish pain, and pierce the dying night.
Born They people to deliver, born a Child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring.

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low,
Praise Holy Spirit evermore,
One God triune whom we adore. Amen
Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN
Watcher, Tell Us of the Night
*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
Threefold Amen
POSTLUDE

black #103 vv 1&2

Aberystwyth

S.B. Owens

We invite you to remain quietly and celebrate the conclusion of worship in the postlude.

*Please stand if you are comfortable
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
We hope that you find your worship experience meaningful.
If you are new to the community, we invite you to make this your church home.

In our Service Today
Preacher:
Scripture Reader:
Organist:
Pianist:
Choir Director:
Deacon:

Rev. Lori J. Souder
Bill Giles
Larry Schipull
Cynthia J. Morrell
Gil Wermeling
Randy Hyvonen

THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH
Ministers:
Senior Minister:
Member in Discernment:

All Church Members
Rev. Lori J. Souder
Emily Carle

Christian Education Program
Children: Kate Hoffman and Chelsea Korzeniowski
Youth: Kayla Scott-McDowell and Clare Messina Fitzgerald
Music
Organist:
Larry Schipull
Choir Director:
Gil Wermeling
Associate in Music:
Cynthia Morrell
Office Administrator:
Sexton:

Cynthia Jubinville
Robert Farman

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS
Continual:

Situational:

Emily Bangs-Orsini Mission Care Holyoke
Luke Bradley (lifelong battle with cancer)
Joan Duffy
Muriel Graham
Tom Hazen
Audrey Heinrichs
/
Grace Hooton, in rehab
Eunice Howes, for stabilization of vision
Phyllis Lacoste
Fay Paquette
Anna Sibley
Art Stanley
Those struggling with addiction

Charlotte Buijnarowski (surgery pending)
Julie Burke’s friend Danielle, following
heart transplant surgery
Jamie Clauson recuperating,
and for his wife Pat
Audrey Heaphy’s brother-in- law,
Bob Brandt
Cathy Irish’s sister-in-law Vickie,
undergoing Chemo
Pricilla and Jack Finn, death of their son
Brian Lapis, following surgery
Family and friends of Julius Alvin
Polgar, following his suicide
Kay Pryor, with cancer, family friend of
Karen and Estelle Anderson
Sarah Smith, upcoming surgery
Joy Weigel, after a fall
Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter

We keep our Member-in-Discernment, Emily
Carle, in our prayers, in her seminary studies at
Louisville Seminary
All those affected by the Coronavirus
Prayers for all those in Ukraine,
and those who have fled for safety.
Those serving in the military,
including JB Pontes

If you have submitted one of these
requests for prayer, please let us know
when it is time to remove someone’s
name from the list.

This Week at Center Church
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

AA 1:30pm Girl Scouts 6pm
Church Office Closed
Holiday Bazaar 9am – 4pm
Second Sunday in Advent Worship 10am
Holiday Bazaar Noon – 3pm

Center Church Announcements
Sermon Series in Advent: Refuge Found in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
Finding refuge means 1) protection or shelter from danger or hardship or
2) A place providing protection or shelter: sanctuary
Thank you for your generous response to Center Church's annual pledge
drive, "From Bread & Cup too Faith & Giving". So far, Center Church
has received $116,030 toward our goal of $145,000. Have not pledged
yet? Please return your pledge card in the offering plate or mail to the church
office soon! Need a pledge card? Pledge cards are located at both entrances
to the sanctuary, or you can contact the church office for a pledge card and
more information on making a financial pledge to Center Church.
Thank you!
Upcoming Bible Study at Loomis – Thursdays December 1, 8, and 15 - 10am
The theme is A Christmas Birth Narrative – readings will be excerpts from
Bishop John Shelby Spong’s book, The Birth of Jesus. For December 1, please
read pages 1-ll (copies on the table at the Church Street entrance).
During November and December, we will accept food donations for the
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Pantry, here in South Hadley. We are
no longer operating the pantry here at the church, so wish to support SH folks
thru NHN. There is a bin by the Church Street entrance where you may
leave your donation of non-perishable foods; we will get them down to the
pantry periodically. Thank you in advance!
Vigil for Transgender Rights – December 11 – 10am Please Join Us!
Please sign up to read Scripture – there is a sign up sheet on the table in
the Bock Crossway. We will send you the reading the week prior to your
sign up date. Thanks so much!!!!
If you are interested in finding out more about Center Church, we will have
an informational meeting soon. Contact the Church office or speak to Lori, or
Bobbie Ayers of the Membership Team.

CHRISTMAS WREATHS
The Activities Team has created wreaths made from fresh
greens. They are beautifully decorated and include a
stunning bow. Each individually designed wreath has a
variety of greens and foliage giving it very unique look, with
many shades of green. Since the wreaths are so fresh, it most
likely last until end of February. Your Center Church wreath will definitely
have you, and others, saying “Wow!”

Wreaths will be available after church TODAY, for $ 22.
REQUEST FOR LIVE STREAM VOLUNTEERS
Would you like to learn how to help support the team that currently live
streams our worship services on Sunday so those at home can enjoy worship
with us as well? Do you own a smartphone? It might be just that easy!
If you are interested and willing to help just once a month or less, please let
us know. It would really help cover those rare but occasional Sundays when
the regular volunteers are away or busy. Please contact either Gretchen
LaBonte or John Anz to set-up just a few minutes of time together to learn the
system and see just how easy it is to help in this way.
THANK YOU!
We will continue to ask folks to sign in at the Church Street entrance when
coming into the building (not for Sunday Worship). This is now, not so much
for COVID tracing but for general security. Thank YOU!

Please consider stopping by Fellowship Hall to
help with the bazaar setup. By helping for a
couple of hours, you can really make a
difference. Many hands make lighter work.
•

Monday November 28, daily to December 2, 9am to 3pm
Tomorrow is the last day for dropping off items to sell.

Holiday Cookie Sale
COOKIES!! COOKIES!! COOKIES!!
Are you a baker? How about a cookie baker?
Would you make ONE recipe of a favorite cookie?
In past bazaars we have had over 45 varieties of cookies that have filled our pastry
cases - and buyers truly look forward to purchasing these cookies. Some folks
come just for the cookies! Let’s not disappoint! Ideally, each cookie that fits nicely
into the container should be no larger than up to 3 inches. We really try to fill the
container so smaller ones work best. Please bring your cookies to the Church on
Thursday and Friday December 1 and 2, 9am to 3pm, or on Saturday morning of
the sale. Please include the ingredients list, per South Hadley Health
Department regulations, and the name of the cookie.

Let’s make this year’s cookie sale the best ever!!

Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 2022

5:00 pm Candlelight Service
Our Christmas Eve offerings will be directed to Heifer Fund International
and The Foodbank of Western MA.
Christmas Morning worship on Facebook only 10am – Message and Music

If you wish to attend any team meeting as a non-voting participant, please contact Thia
in the Church Office or speak to the Team Chair prior to the meeting, and we can send
you the Zoom link to attend. Meetings have always been open to all, but with the arrival
of COVID we have gone to meeting on Zoom which requires an invitation.

Center Church
Holiday Bazaar
December 3, 9 am - 4 pm
December 4, 12 pm - 3 pm
New and like new decor, tree decorations,
linens, puzzles, dishes, books,
….and the list continues…..
40 plus varieties of cookies,
jams, fudge sauce, herb and bakery mixes,
lasagna, soup, fruit breads.
Decorated wreaths.
Christmas gifts.

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
Once again, our sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas.
The deadline for placing your order will be Sunday December 4th.
Number of plants you wish to order

#_____ red

6 “ pots

$ 10 each

# ____white ________

Total payment enclosed.
Please make checks payable to:

“First Congregational Church” and note “Christmas Poinsettias” on the memo line.
Please forward your completed order and check to the church office on or before December 4th.

In Loving
Memory of

________________________________________

In Honor of

_________________________________________

GIVEN BY

__________________________________________

Please check one of the following:
_____ I will pick up after church on Christmas Eve
_____ I will not be taking my plant(s).
NAME _________________________________________

Merger Poem
by Judy Chicago, 1979

And then all that has divided us will merge
And then compassion will be wedded to power
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind
And then [all genders] will be gentle
And then [all genders] will be strong
And then no person will be subject to another's will
And then all will be rich and free and varied
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many
And then all will share equally in the Earth's abundance
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old
And then all will nourish the young
And then all will cherish life's creatures
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again.

