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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 

            WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
         DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

          AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 
 

Hymns speak to us. Whenever I sing or hear “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” my shoulders relax. I am 
at home, so to speak. The words are powerful. We are inviting Jesus, Emmanuel, into our lives. And 
once Jesus steps in we rejoice, “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!”  
  
I invite you to page through our hymnals for the Advent songs that connect you to the Holy Spirit, that 
remove, for a time, the need to look through yet another catalogue or internet deal. Hymns have the 
power to make comfortable, to make right, to remind us what this season is all about.  
  
Jesus knew and said nothing about Advent. It was the Roman Catholic Church in the late 400’s or at 
567AD at the second Council of Yours that monks began fasting on the first of December through 
Christmas Day. Advent is a time of the coming or second coming of Christ. And as I mentioned in the 
first Sunday in Advent, “The truth is that Christ comes again, and again, and again-that God has placed 
no limit on coming to the world, but is always on the way to us here and now.” 
  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel. Whether homebound, or staying healthy at home, or you are able to attend 
worship services, may the Advent Season enter your hearts 
  
Advent Blessings, Lori 
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Sermon Series in Advent:  Refuge Found in Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. 

Finding refuge means 1) protection or shelter from danger or hardship or 2) A place providing 
protection or shelter: sanctuary.  On December 11th, the Sermon will be offered through music, and the 
children will present a message on Hope. 

 
 

Bible Study at Loomis – Thursdays December 1, 8, and 15 - 10am 

Please consider our Advent Bible Study using John Shelby Spong’s book, The Birth of Jesus, 2014. 
Sponge is a retired Episcopal Bishop and Scholar, leaning progressively, looking at the birth narratives 
as story, not history, drawing from the Hebrew Scriptures.  The readings are meant to provoke, not 
undermine. (copies on the table at the Church Street entrance). 

 
Vigil for Transgender Rights – December 11 – 10am  Please Join Us! 

 
If you are interested in finding out more about Center Church, we will have an informational meeting 
soon.  Contact the Church office or speak to Lori, or Bobbie Ayers of the Membership Team.  

 
The Choir will carol and youth group will “elf” at Santa Land at Buttery Brook Park (off of Rt 33) on 
December 16 (early evening). 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2022 

 

5:00 pm Candlelight Service 
 

Our Christmas Eve offerings will be directed to Heifer Fund International  
and The Foodbank of Western MA. 

 

Christmas Morning worship on Facebook only - 10am – Message and Music 
 

Emily Carle will be preaching on January 1, 2023.  Emily is attending Louisville Seminary in Kentucky, 

where she is enjoying her second-year classes. (see “Thoughts From The Seminarian” later in the 

newsletter).   Hope you can make it to worship on the First, to support Emily as she continues in her 

discernment. 
 

A big thank you to Al Duffy who is ringing our lovely church bell each Sunday!  Yes, it is a lovely 

sound; but it is also a call to worship and an expression of saying that our Sunday worship service, 

which is open to all, is about to commence! A welcome to each and all! 

So thank you, Al…..many of us missed it these past couple of years! 

 
 

 

 

 
Rev. Souder will be away December 26 - January 2 

The Church Office will be closed Dec. 23 – 27, and 30. 

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.183217/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                                          

 

 

 
    
 

Holiday Cookie Sale 
 

COOKIES!! COOKIES!! COOKIES!! 
 

Are you a baker? How about a cookie baker? 
Would you make ONE recipe of a favorite cookie? 

 

In past bazaars we have had over 45 varieties of cookies that have filled our pastry cases - and buyers 
truly look forward to purchasing these cookies. Some folks come just for the cookies! Let’s not 
disappoint! Ideally, each cookie that fits nicely into the container should be no larger than up to 3 
inches. We really try to fill the container so smaller ones work best. Please bring your cookies to the 
Church on Thursday and Friday December 1 and 2, 9am to 3pm, or on Saturday morning of the sale. 
Please include the ingredients list per South Hadley Health Department regulations, and of course 

the name of the cookie.     Let’s make this year’s cookie sale the best ever!! 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Situational:  

Charlotte Buijnarowski (surgery pending) 

Julie Burke’s friend Danielle, following 
heart transplant surgery 

Jamie Clauson recuperating,  
     and for his wife Pat 

Ruth Cowan, after a fall 

Audrey Heaphy’s brother-in- law,  
     Bob Brandt  

Cathy Irish’s sister-in-law Vickie,       
     undergoing Chemo 

Pricilla and Jack Finn, death of their son  

Family and friends of Julius Alvin  
     Polgar, following his suicide 

Kay Pryor, with cancer, family friend of   
        Karen and Estelle Anderson 

Sarah Smith, following surgery 

Joy Weigel, after a fall 

Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter 

 
 

If you have submitted one of these requests 
for prayer, please let us know 

when it is time to remove someone’s name 
from the list. 

   

Continual:   

Emily Bangs-Orsini   Mission Care Holyoke  

Luke Bradley (lifelong battle with cancer) 

Joan Duffy 

Muriel Graham  

Tom Hazen 

Audrey Heinrichs 

Grace Hooton, in rehab 

Eunice Howes, for stabilization of vision 

Phyllis Lacoste  
Fay Paquette 

Anna Sibley 

Art Stanley 

Those struggling with addiction 
 

We keep our Member-in-Discernment, Emily Carle, in 
our prayers, in her seminary studies at Louisville 

Seminary  
 

All those affected by the Coronavirus  

Prayers for all those in Ukraine,  
and those who have fled for safety. 

 

Those serving in the military,  
including JB Pontes 

 

Activities Team 



 
 

The Faith Formation Team recently provided new drawstring activity bags for children to use during 
worship.  The bags contain crayons, paper and a coloring book.  More items will be added soon.  The 
bags are available in the back of the sanctuary and at the side door entrance.  
 

The Advent theme in the Promised Land Sunday School will center on Hope.  What is the difference 
between hope and a wish?  What parts of the Christmas story give us hope?  We’ll be discussing 
ideas about what hope means to us, and making projects to inspire hope in others.  On December 11th 
we’ll be sharing a special message of hope during worship.   
 
Kate Hoffman 
Promised Land Sunday School  

 
 

 
For the month of November we have been focusing on questions of "Who am 
I" and what it means to be a leader. These discussions have led us to 
conversations on being created in God's image and how important it is to stay 
true to our values. This month we also decided to switch to having both a 
Youth Group which is more casual as well as Youth Classes where a lesson 
will be taught. These will alternate every Sunday! 
 

Next month we will be focusing on "Hope". 
 
Best, Clare & Kayla 
 

 

 
 
 

I do not know where the semester went! I cannot believe I only have three weeks left. I have been so 

incredibly busy between classes, Field Ed, and on-campus activities. I’m unfortunately running myself 

ragged, and I’m a bit sick right now.  It definitely makes you appreciate your health!  It feels like all I 

do nowadays is pray for health, between the infants with RSV, the flu, COVID, and everything else. I 

invite you all to try a new way of praying during this Advent season, whether you utilize the Episcopal 

Book of Common Prayer, some devotionals from the UCC Still Speaking writing group, or any of the 

various pastors who post prayers online! Be open to where the spirit moves and see what you like. I 

will be going home for Christmas, and I am looking forward to worshiping with you all on Christmas 

Eve and on January 1 when I will be preaching.  

-- 
Emily Carle  
Louisville Seminary M.Div '24 

 
 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION 

 

Youth Group 
 

 

Thoughts from the Seminarian 



 

 

 

At our November meeting, we heard a good treasurer’s report, as we should be at 83.33% of the 2022 

total budget.  John Hoffman reported that pledges are on track for what we had projected.  Many thanks 

to all of you who have kept your pledges current!  Our projected user donations are also on track too.  

However, our expenses are almost $8,000 more than had been projected, with our largest regular 

expense continuing to be natural gas.  We do still have to fulfill our commitment to our greater New 

England UCC association and have a bit more to pay on our insurance as well.  So, our income as of 

10/31 was at 89.87% and our expenses were at 84.68% 

As always, we keep working on items around the building (both in and outside) needing our attention.  

We are happy to partner with the Odyssey Book Shop on “author” events and they have been most 

pleased with this cooperation.  Their staff really like the option of using Center Church for these events!  

Karen Anderson reported on the upcoming Holiday Bazaar plans.  While problems with our electric 

front sign continue to be frustrating, we are hoping to have that remedied very soon.  We are also 

waiting for final pieces of the fire alarm system to arrive and hope to have that work finished before 

Christmas.  We are making progress on the sound reverberation abatement system.  You should soon 

see several 4x8 panels placed at the back and back sides of the sanctuary (many thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 

C. for their construction and hanging).  The first one really blends in with the walls.  We continue to 

work on improving the microphone situation for the Sunday service broadcasts. 

At this time of year, as we begin working on the 2023 budget, we anxiously await word from the 

Stewardship Team about the results of our pledge drive.  There is still time if you have not yet made 

your pledge. Those may be given to the church office or any member of the Stewardship Team.  It is 

never too late to join in this process!  Our next article will have the November numbers but the financial 

reports cannot really close until well into 2023.  

Cindy Morrell, secretary 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your generous response to Center Church's annual pledge drive, "From Bread & Cup 

too Faith & Giving".   So far, Center Church has received $116,030 toward our goal of $145,000.   Have 
not pledged yet?  Please return your pledge card in the offering plate or mail to the church office 
soon!  Need a pledge card?  Pledge cards are located at both entrances to the sanctuary, or you can 
contact the church office for a pledge card and more information on making a financial pledge to Center 
Church.    

Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Trustees for December 2022 
 

 

Stewardship 2020 
 

important Reminder:    

Please remember to complete payment of your 2022 pledge by 

December 31st so that we can credit the operating fund for 2022. 

 

 



 
 

 
The Council met virtually via Zoom on Tuesday November 1. Corinne Chartrand of Activities was 

Lead pro-tem and opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. She called on Kate Hoffman to lead devotions.  She 

read a poem from “Poems From the Heart of Yoga” about the season of Fall and the falling leaves 

where “the first leaf becomes an offering to the altar of the Earth.” Team leaders gave their reports. 

Activities asked for volunteers for the upcoming Holiday Bazaar. Deacons asked for feedback about 

having a worship service on Christmas Day. Julie Burke is the designated representative from Deacons 

for Council. Faith Formation stated that the theme for Advent is Hope. Kate reported that she will be 

presenting a “message for all” segment during future worship services. She welcomed Clare Messina 

Fitzgerald as the co-leader of the Youth Group. HR reported that Kayla Scott-McDowell (co-leader of 

the Youth Group) is taking a semester abroad in spring 2023. Membership completed the tabulation of 

their recent survey. The December Fellowship Time will be hosted by the team. Nominating brought 

up the issue of finding new team members for the Annual Meeting slate. It is the consensus of the 

Council, due to the ramifications of COVID-19 as related to the personnel and work of the teams, that 

members be considered for a one-year term until further notice. Current team members may be asked 

if they wish to continue for another year. Outreach is supporting the Pioneer Valley Habitat for 

Humanity program. During the holiday season, the team is planning to connect with various shelters 

and food distribution centers. Trustees are in the process of installing “reverberation” sound panels in 

the sanctuary. Lori has been seeking Advent lighting participants. She is preparing four confirmands 

for Confirmation. Lori asked that we “extend the hand of welcome” to returning members Michael 

LaFleur and his son Matt. Phase Forward asked that we continue to use the sign-in sheet when entering 

Center Church. The next Zoom meeting is December 6 at 7:00 p.m. Corinne Chartrand will lead the 

meeting and John Hoffman, Devotions. 

 
Center Church in Transition 

 

Death:  November 9, Jean L. Lacoste, 92 years of age. 

                     David C. Morrell, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During November and December, we will accept food donations for the Neighbors Helping 

Neighbors Food Pantry, here in South Hadley.  We are no longer operating the pantry here at the 
church, so wish to support SH folks thru NHN.   There is a bin by the Church Street entrance where 
you may leave your donation of non-perishable foods; we will get them down to the pantry 
periodically.  Thank you in advance!  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes from Church Council 



 
 

Center Church Outreach committee is again collaborating with the South Hadley United Methodist 
Church in the Secret Santa Program. There are more children than ever who need gifts, so that means 
more people are needed to shop. Last year fifty-four were helped to have a happy Christmas. This 
year there are at least 70, and no doubt be more.  
 

You can help by:        Buying gifts for one or more children at no more than $30 per child.  
            Wrapping your gift or gifts and getting it to Sharyn Kovalesky by Sunday December 11. 

  

 
Catch the spirit of Christmas and become a  
 
 
 
 

You can take as many as you want. They were all asked to name a special item they would like to get 
- a wish item. 
 
All the individual children have been “adopted”.  I will update if more are added. 
 
Families - you can choose to take a whole family or any number of kids. 
 

Family of 2 children -     girl age 10, grade 5, top size adult L, slipper size 9 women, pants size adult 

L, likes purple, pink and blue. Wish item- anything arts, crafts, building, singing, glow in the dark. 

- boy, age 14, gr. 9, top size adult XL, slipper size 11male, pants size adult XL, likes building and all 

colors, wish item - anything to build or draw or musical, changing lights, etc.- 

 

Family of 3 children -   -girl, age 12, grade. 6, top size adult XL, slipper size 6 womens, pants size 

adult L, likes arts and crafts and color pink. Wish item - anything arts and crafts. 

-boy, age 14, grade 8, top size adult XL, slipper size 9 adult, pants size adult XL, likes sports and color 

blue. Wish item - ball hoop or skateboard. 

-girl, age 16, grade 11, top size adult L, slipper size 6 adult, pants size adult L, likes coloring, and 

color red. Wish item - abstract coloring book and colored pencils.  
 

 

Please consider helping one or more of these kids this Christmas.  
 

Thank you.     Sharyn Kovalesky and the Outreach Team 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Outreach Team 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 



There will be three Outreach collections in December 
 

December 18: The Christmas Fund: 

The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund 

“Overwhelmed with joy!” Matthew 2:10 

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United 
Church of Christ for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities 
and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income 
retirees.  United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund with 
their generosity for many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by 
those servants of the church who are facing a time of need. Please consider a gift to support this worthy 
cause. Checks can be made out to Center Church with a note in the memo for "The Christmas Fund” 
or donations can be made directly to the fund via UCC at:  
https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/art-ma-landing/opportunities-for-giving 
 

….and on Christmas Eve: 
 

Unless specifically designated to one of the funds, the collection on Christmas eve will be split between 
the following: 
 

Heifer Project: This has been a charity that Center Church has supported for 

years on Christmas Eve after the fire at McCray’s Farm  
 

The Food Bank of Western Mass:  Since 1982, The Food Bank of Western 

Massachusetts has been feeding our neighbors in need and leading the community 
to end hunger. They provide food to our members in Berkshire, Franklin, 
Hampden and Hampshire counties. These independent pantries, meal sites and 
shelters are on the front lines of emergency food assistance in our region, providing 

sustenance to individuals, families, seniors, children and people with disabilities (including veterans) 
to lead healthy and meaningful lives. The Food bank has been a major source for our Food for 

Friends mission. In addition to donating on Christmas Eve, you can donate to the Food Bank via their 
website: 
 https://secure.foodbankwma.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1500&mfc_pref=T&1500.donation=form1 

 
Also, we have provided meals for the homeless at Cathedral in the Night 
  http://www.cathedralinthenight.org  in September, October, and November. 
 If you would like to donate winter weather supplies to this cause, you can give online via the 
Cathedral Amazon Wish List here…it’s very cold out there      
             https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3OT8121EJGJVQ?ref_=wl_share 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pbucc.org/index.php/art-ma-landing/opportunities-for-giving
https://secure.foodbankwma.org/site/Donation2?df_id=1500&mfc_pref=T&1500.donation=form1
http://www.cathedralinthenight.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3OT8121EJGJVQ?ref_=wl_share
http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.183217/


 

 

 

  When Covid -19 came upon us, by necessity, a number of things changed.  We closed all in- person 

services and activities and streamed the Sunday morning worship service on YouTube.   Gradually, we 

have returned to many of our activities, although often in a new way.   The pandemic changed us! In 

many ways we look at the past with nostalgia and in many ways we recognize we are at a cross roads 

that may allow us the move into some new ways with excitement and hope. With that in mind, the 

Membership Team, with the guidance of Lori,  developed and disseminated a survey that might help 

us to understand where we are and where the possibility of growth is within the membership. 

   The survey itself was sent to over 100 of our members.  We tried to reach out to your preference by 

presenting it both through the computer and with a hard copy mailing.  The rate of return was about 

one third….which was a disappointment; but still high enough to look at the results with a positive 

outlook.  The age group that had the highest percent of return within their age group was the 75+ 

persons.  

   In general, in person attendance at Sunday morning worship is down in numbers. There was a 

positive reaction to hybrid worship.  This enhances involvement of persons unable to attend in person; 

but hopefully it will still allow for many of our members to return to the pews on Sunday morning. 

   We also found that you like potlucks and Fellowship Hour after worship.  The responses indicated 

that you were about even with thoughts on whether to have discussion groups and special event 

evenings in person or on zoom. 

    Many of the response from all the age groups felt that our music, our outreach, social justice and our 

pastor were strengths of Center Church. 

   Each team has received a full Survey Report.  If you are interested in reading it, please call the church 

office and a copy will be made available to you. 

   Once again, to all the members who took the time to fill out and return the survey……thank you.  To 

each and every one of you we hope that we can all benefit from our findings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Wreaths 
 

The Activities Team will be creating wreaths made from fresh greens.  They 
will be beautifully decorated and include a stunning bow. Each individually 
designed wreath will have a variety of greens and foliage giving it very unique 
look, with many shades of green. Since the wreaths are so fresh, it most likely 
last until end of February.   Your Center Church wreath will definitely have 
you, and others, saying “Wow!” 
 
Wreaths will be available after church on November 27, 1st day of Advent, for 

$22.   Advance orders will be taken.   Please call the office, 413-532-2262, and leave a message. 
 

 

Membership Team 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 



 
 
 
 
 

Center Church  

Holiday Bazaar 
December 3, 9 am - 4 pm 

December 4, 12 pm - 3 pm 

          New and like new decor,  

tree decorations,  

linens, puzzles, dishes, books,  

….and the list continues….. 

40+ varieties of cookies, 
  fruit breads, jams, fudge sauce,   

herb and bakery mixes,  

lasagna, soup 

Decorated wreaths.  

Christmas gifts.  
 
 
 



 

 
 

Christmas at Center Church 
 

The earliest known observance of any Christmas celebration was in 
the 4th Century and the Biblical narrative of the Christmas story has 
no indication of the date of Jesus’ birth. During the 3rd Century, 
there were efforts to try and pin down the Nativity date. In the year 
336, there was a mention of December 25 around a festival 
commemorating Jesus’ birth. By the middle of the 4th Century, there 
was a feast on January 6 that became known as Epiphany, which 
celebrated the baptism of Jesus. Eventually December 25 was 
proclaimed to be the birthday of Jesus. But, by the time of the 

Reformation, Christmas was nearly abolished. The powerful Puritans could not tolerate celebrating 
anything which had “no biblical sanction.” Clergy were imprisoned for preaching on Christmas Day! 
There were to be no decorations in the church. The Puritans (from 1643-1659) were adamant and the 
“feast day” became another “ordinary day.” Restoration of a Christmas celebration came about in 1660.   
 

When the Pilgrims arrived in the “new world” in 1620, they brought with them a “dislike of 
Christmas.” By 1681, the Puritan “anti-Christmas law” was repealed. Even so, from 1620-1750 there 
was still “strong religious antagonism” toward celebrating the “feast of Christmas.”  In the village of 
South Hadley in the 1730s, the populace, no doubt, adhered to the norms of the times. The only mention 
of any such feast was the Feast of Harvest Home. There’s no mention of any Christmas celebrations in 
the Church records during that time.  

 

By 1819, when our Sunday school was established, a general 
acceptance of the many folk customs came about. Through German 
immigrants we began to use “Christmas trees!” There was even 
acceptance of St. Nicholas! During this time in South Hadley, the 
“holiday” was a welcomed chance to have family gatherings and 
“renew acquaintances!” There were “merry parties from house to 

house in the village” and “passing the wassail bowl!” The popular 
tradition of a “turkey shoot” began. This was a way of providing 
“fowl for the groaning table.” The tradition of singing Christmas 

Carols in Center Church began in the late 1840s. Eventually the choir was “accompanied by an 
orchestra and young female voices from the nearby Female Seminary.” This placed Center Church 
“ahead of many area towns and villages” for its “outstanding music presentations!”  
 

Throughout the 20th Century and into the 21st, Center Church continued 
with its exceptional Christmas celebrations. Cantatas, oratorios, Amahl 
and the Night Visitors, Christmas plays and pageants all pleasantly 
enjoyed by both Center Church and the surrounding community! During 
this joyous time, Center Church celebrates the Advent season, too! We 
decorate the sanctuary with colorful poinsettias and lighted Christmas 
trees and candles in the windows!  In the darkness we still sing carols and 
worship during our “Candlelight Christmas Eve” service which has 
become a welcomed tradition as it brings “joy to the world!” 
 

12/22      David C. Morrell, Center Church historian 

 

From the Church Historian 

Christmas Eve procession 2010 

The Christmas Story told by puppets 

Amahl and the Night Visitors 



 

 

 

 

 

We are excited to welcome our newest staff member, Clare who is a 

senior next door at Mount Holyoke.  She is currently serving as the 

co-youth leader with Kayla.  An only child, she is a psychology major 

and religion minor, and came to South Hadley from Washington, 

DC.  During high school, she was involved with crew, swimming and 

Frisbee.  Looking at her resume it tells us that she has taken part in a 

variety of work experiences.  During her senior year in high school, 

she was a lay worship leader at a Unitarian Universalist church, the 

church she grew up in, in Bethesda MD and also served an intern at 

the National Archives that spring.  She has served as a nanny for two 

young brothers in Virginia, as a farmer on a goat farm in North 

Carolina and on a vegetable farm in Georgia. On the goat farm, she 

got to bottle-feed baby goats and also aid in their births, pretty cool! 

For the three summers after high school, she served as a counselor at 

a YMCA camp (ages 5-13) in Connecticut where she received two 

awards during her first summer. Just this past summer, she was a 

farmer on the Hampshire College farm over in Amherst working both with their livestock and with 

organic vegetables they grow. At MHC, she has been involved as a DJ for WMHC, the college radio 

station where she co-hosts a weekly show “Balsamic Vinaigrette,” as well as performing other duties.  

We are pleased that she has come across Church St. to work with our youth! 

 

Cindy Morrell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting to Know You – Clare Messina-Fitzgerald 
  - December 2022 - 

 

Kayla and Clare  –  Co-Youth Leaders 



 

 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (NCH 116, PH 110) is one of our more traditional Advent carols. It is 
attributed to someone from the Roman Catholic church in the 12th century.  The first stanza was part 
of a group of seven greater antiphons (statements) which were sung at Anglican Vespers beginning 
December 17 and leading up to Christmas Eve.  The beginning of each stanza calls Jesus by a different 
title from the Old Testament.  It was first translated by John Neale, an Englishman, in the 1800s.  Neale 
was ordained into the Anglican ministry and was considered a “high church traditionalist.” He is said 
to be the person who made “available the rich heritage of Greek and Latin hymns,” more so than 
anyone else.  He translated several other well-known hymns in our repertoire as well.  His name is 
affiliated with 11 hymns in the NCH and 17 in the PH.  The tune “Veni Emmanuel” comes from the 
13th century plainsong/chant tradition.  The PH includes only four stanzas (Emmanuel, Dayspring, 
Wisdom, and Desire of Nations), while the NCH has seven which correspond better to the original set 
of antiphons.  The tune is only affiliated with this particular hymn in either of our hymnbooks.  As you 
may know, Advent has many meanings, including – “coming,” “arrival,” “an approach,” “drawing 
near” as all of the carols in this section show.  Henry Sloane Coffin translated the stanzas beginning “O 
Wisdom” and “O Desire of Nations” later.  He is only affiliated with this hymn in either hymnbook.   
CAC 1/10 
 

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night (PH 109, NCH 103) was written as a dialogue between two people, a 
“watcher” and a “traveler” and has at times been sung in that fashion with one group serving as the 
questioners and the other responding.  The stanzas were written by John Bowring in the early 1800s.  
While he was a politician who served as counsel and then governor of Hong Kong, he was also a poet 
and a linguist, who wrote over 30 books as well as two volumes of sacred verse.  Later, he served two 
terms in the British Parliament.  His time in Hong Kong is said to have influenced how he built this 
carol, based on Isaiah 21:11-12. Bowring’s name is affiliated with three hymns in the NCH while Parry’s 
is only listed with this hymn. Joseph Parry was somewhat his contemporary, although the tune for this 
carol was written in 1879.  The tune’s name “Aberystwyth” comes from the Welsh town where he was 
born.  These two, words and tune, were first used together in 1940 and have been successfully paired 
since then.  Parry moved to the US where he took his first music lessons, but returned to England to 
continue his study of music and received a doctorate in music from Cambridge.  It is interesting that 
the PH suggests an alternate hymn tune “Salzburg”(not one familiar to us), while the NCH lists “St. 
George’s Windsor” (think - Come Ye Thankful People Come).  The two versions differ mainly in the use 
of watchman vs. watcher.  Bowring and Parry have only two listed hymns (the same two!) in the PH 
and that is also the only use of the tune.  The NCH used this tune only once.    CAC 1/09 
 

Our third hymn this month is All My Hope on God is Founded (NCH 408, PH 339).  I have not written 
about this hymn previously and it is a new hymn for us.  Composed by Joachim Neander, this text is 
based on 1 Timothy 6:17 “to set their hopes on God who gives us everything.”  He had wanted it to be 
used as a post-evening meal prayer.  Neander, a German and leader of the “pietist” movement there, 
was also considered the “first poet of the Reformed Church in Germany.”  He is associated with five 
hymns in the NCH, the author of two texts and the composer of three of the hymn tunes.  An interesting 
fact about him is that as a faculty member of the Reformed Grammar school in Dussedorf, he was fired 
because he made some changes there without permission from the school’s minister!  It is said that he 
subsequently lived in a nearby cave for several months.   After that he became a “second preacher” of 
St. Martin’s Church in Bremen.  A scholar, he was an accomplished poet, musician and known also for 
his theology.  Neander wrote 60 hymns during his short life.  He died at age 30 from TB.  When it was 
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first published, this hymn was paired with Neander’s “Meine Hoffnung” and that is the tune used in 
the PH.  Herbert Howells composed the tune “Michael” which was used in the NCH version.  The tune 
was named in honor of his son who died in childbirth.  It was written at the request of Thomas Feilden 
a local director of music at a nearby school. This is the only hymn composed by Howells which was 
used in the NCH and there were none in the PH.  The two texts are very similar with the only difference 
being more inclusive wording in the NCH. Howells, a British musician, was a professor of composition 
at the Royal College of Music in London and also director of music at St. Paul’s School there as well. 
 
       Cindy Morrell,  Associate in Music 
 
Resources used: Robert Guy McCutchen, Our Hymnody (1937); Kenneth W. Osbeck’s 101 Hymn Stories (1982) and 
Amazing Grace (1990); David Partner, The Carols We Love (2002);  Christmas Carols for Friends and Families, ed. Adrienne 
Tindall (1998); Handbook to the Church Hymnary, ed. James  Moffatt (1927); and The New Century Hymnal Companion, 
ed. Kristen Forman (1998). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

Once again, our sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas. 
The deadline for placing your order is December 4th. 

 

Number of plants you wish to order         6 “ pots         $  10 each 

                  #_____ red        # ____white            ________  Total payment enclosed. 
Please make checks payable to: 

“First Congregational Church” and note “Christmas Poinsettias” on the memo line. 
 

               In Loving Memory of   ____________________________________ 
   

             In Honor of       ____________________________________________ 
  

  GIVEN BY     __________________________________________ 
 

Please check one of the following: 
 

_____ I will pick up after church on Christmas Eve    
 

_____ I will not be taking my plant(s). 
 

NAME _________________________________________ 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=wgMtncY2UjZ6nM&tbnid=qjINcglFKo-FiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.onoise.com/music-in-the-year-2050/&ei=h7dfU5vwJaPsyQGj3YDoAQ&bvm=bv.65636070,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFncZowr1gTR8OkxIj9w2ICADO29Q&ust=1398868217535575


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 June Harris 

06 Brenda Mathieu 

11 Leland Towne 

17     Sarah Smith 

20 Jeanne (Morrell) Hough 

22 Kate Jubinille 

 
 

       THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                                                  Ministers:  All Church Members 
                                                  Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                                   In-care Student:   Emily Carle 
                                    

Christian Education Program 
Children:    Kate Hoffman and Chelsea Korzeniowski 

Youth:    Kayla Scott-McDowell and Clare Messina Fitzgerald 
 

       Music 
               Organist:        Larry Schipull 

      Choir Director:        Gil Wermeling 
Associate in Music:       Cynthia Morrell 

                                 

 Office Administrator:      Cynthia Jubinville 
                         Sexton:      Robert Farman                            

 



Thank you to All 
who have contributed this year to the 

programs and life of Center Church 

with your  

Time, Talent, and Financial Gifts.  
We have successfully navigated through another year 

with COVID present – feeling hopeful that the 

worst is over! We have continued to support one 

another, and look forward to new adventures. 
 

Blessings of the Holiday Season!  

May we all have Health, Happiness, 

and PEACE   

in 2023. 


