We are asking that in the church space, all keep a safe 3-foot space,
when seated among “non-pod” folks. Masks are required.

“GOD

IS STILL SPEAKING”

Never place a period
Where God has placed a comma

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
“Center Church”

United Church of Christ - ONA
One Church Street
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075
(413) 532-2262
email: centerchurch@verizon.net
website: www.centerchurchsouthhadley.org
Facebook: Center Church of South Hadley MA
Instagram: @centerchurchsouthhadley
** The two center sections of the sanctuary are equipped with a hearing loop.
Turn on the T-coil in your hearing aid and sit in one of these sections
for better hearing

September 25, 2022
The Deacons will light a candle of PEACE AND RESILIENCY FOR UKRAINE
at the beginning of each worship service.

PRELUDE
INTROIT

Preludes on Dix
Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life

A. Wyton; P. Taylor; S. Scott
Ralph Vaughan Williams

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PASSING OF THE PEACE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Great, living God, never fully known,
People:
Joyful darkness far beyond our seeing,
Leader:
Closer yet than breathing,
People:
Everlasting home.
*HYMN

Bring Many Names

MESSAGE FOR ALL

black # 11 vv 1, 4-6
Kate Hoffman

At the conclusion of the Message, the children will leave to go to "The Promised Land "
as the congregation sings the first verse of On River Jordan's Banks I Stand.

On River Jordan's banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye,
Upon the fair and happy land where my possessions lie;
I am bound for the promised land, I am bound for the promised land,
Oh, who will come and go with me? I am bound for the promised land
JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE
MORNING PRAYERS
Prayer of Confession
Ever-loving God, we pray that it is not too late to change
our ways. Often, we think highly of ourselves, beyond
reproachable. Often, we are unaware of the other. See to it that we
care as much about the other as we do ourselves, in loving mercy.
Amen
Assurance of Forgiveness
Pastoral Prayer

Silence
Lord’s Prayer (debts)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your Kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Congregational Response
Hear our prayer, O God, Hear our prayer, O God;
Incline your ear to us, and grant us your peace.
READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES

Luke 16: 19-31

19 “There

was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who
feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell
from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The
poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.[a] The
rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by
his side.[b] 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in
agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during
your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil
things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this,
between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might
want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there
to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house—
28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also
come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and
the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but
if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If
they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.’
*SERMON
CLAIMING OUR STORIES:
RECALLING OUR STORIES MAY CAUSE US TO ALTER OUR BEHAVIOR

*HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth

red # 66 vv. 1-5

OFFERING
Invitation
Offertory
Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me
Arr. K. Lee Scott
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low,
Praise Holy Spirit evermore,
One God triune whom we adore. Amen
Prayer of Dedication
*HYMN

I’m So Glad, Jesus Lifted Me

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

black # 474

Threefold Amen
Dix

A. Fletcher

We invite you to remain quietly, and celebrate the conclusion of worship in the postlude.

*Please stand if you are comfortable.
We hope that you find your worship experience meaningful.
If you are new to the community, we invite you to make this your church home.

In our Service Today
Preacher:
Scripture Reader:
Organist:
Choir Director:
Deacon:

Rev. Lori J. Souder
Julie Burke
Cynthia J. Morrell
Gil Wermeling
Randy Hyvonen

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS
Continual:

Situational:

Emily Bangs-Orsini Mission Care Holyoke
Luke Bradley (lifelong battle with cancer)
Joan Duffy
/
Muriel
Graham
Tom Hazen
Audrey Heinrichs
Grace Hooton
Eunice Howes, for stabilization of vision
Phyllis and Jean Lacoste
Fay Paquette
Anna Sibley
Art Stanley
Those struggling with addiction

Jamie Clauson following an accident,
and for his wife Pat
Glen, a friend of Dianne Clinton who is
seriously ill
Audrey Heaphy’s brother-in- law,
Bob Brandt
Cathy Irish, following hip replacement
surgery
Kay Pryor, with cancer, family friend of
Karen and Estelle Anderson
Alina Sokop
Joy Weigel, after a fall
Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter
Lisa Wray’s husband, Kevin

We keep our Member-in-Discernment, Emily
Carle, in our prayers, in her seminary studies at
Louisville Seminary
If you have submitted one of these
requests for prayer, please let us know
when it is time to remove someone’s name
from the list.

Prayers for all those in Ukraine,
and those who have fled for safety.
All those affected by the Coronavirus
Those serving in the military,
including JB Pontes

This Week at Center Church
Sunday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Worship 10am Voices Exhibit 11am – 2pm
Voices Exhibit 4 - 7pm
AA 1:30pm
NA 7:30pm
Voices Exhibit 10am – 1pm
Worship with Communion 10am
Voices Exhibit 11am – 2pm

Center Church Announcements
Vigils for Racial Justice: All who support racial justice are invited to stand
with us along College Street on the first Saturday morning of the month
(October 1) from 10-10:30. Please bring your own sign, flag, etc., masks
optional, and be prepared to stand at least six feet from anyone not in your
group.

OPERATION BACKPACK 2022
Operation Backpack is a non-profit started a few years ago by
South Hadley resident Sheila Adams. She fills backpacks for
our local students whose families may not be able to buy all the
school supplies their children need. (There was an article about
her in the July 29th Town Reminder). Sheila has an amazing passion for our kids.
She gets names from wherever she can and all those children at all grade levels,
preK – 12, will get their own filled backpack, delivered directly to them by Sheila!
Sheila accepts school supplies and monetary donations all year long so she can
help any child any time she finds out about a need. The Outreach committee
would like your help in the next few weeks to make sure no kids go without school
supplies this school year. There will be collection boxes in the front hall, and down
by the side door. Let’s fill them up. If you want to make a monetary donation,
please make your check out to “Operation Backpack” and mail it to Sheila Adams
at 36 Chestnut Hill Rd., South Hadley, MA 01075. Thank you. The Outreach Team

THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ministers:
Senior Minister:
Member in Discernment:

All Church Members
Rev. Lori J. Souder
Emily Carle

Christian Education Program
Children: Kate Hoffman and Chelsea Korzeniowski
Youth: Kayla Scott-McDowell
Music
Organist:
Larry Schipull
Choir Director:
Gil Wermeling
Associate in Music:
Cynthia Morrell
Office Administrator:
Sexton:

Cynthia Jubinville
Robert Farman

