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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON,
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION,
WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY,
DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER,
AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD.
So, Easter is behind us. Even if we are still in the Easter season and haven't finished eating Easter candy,
it's as if we've placed the resurrection in a drawer and closed it for another year. Where do you
experience the resurrection (new hope, renewed life) in your own experience or out in the world?
Something is prompting me to experience the resurrection in curiosity. I met Eric and Annalise, friends
of the church, at Tailgate,...wanting to find out more about them. When I discovered Eric teaches at
UMASS as a Linear Algebra professor I asked, "what do you really teach?"
To reduce it simply, Eric teaches how to measure predictability in a multi-dimensional way. He
measures a sequence of possible events in which the probability of each event depends only on the
state attained in the previous event.
This got me thinking. Instead of walking into the sanctuary, sitting down and waiting "to be fed", what
would happen if all of us entered seeking to be inspired, as well as inspire; to be served as well as
to serve; to be loved as well as to love? Something so predictable becomes open to a multi-dimensional
worship, open to how we all interact together.
I'm fully unable to make the plunge into linear algebra, but am seeking to find meaning in the
resurrection. Are you?
Joyfully, Lori

Vigils for Racial Justice: All who support racial justice are invited to stand with us along College Street
on the first Saturday morning of the month (May 7th ) from 10-10:30. Please bring your own sign, flag,
etc., masks optional, and be prepared to stand at least six feet from anyone not in your family circle
Wacky Scriptures in worship and Bible Study…..In worship during May, we will dive into some
bizarre scriptures that many pastors, upon reading, would run from, as did I in my younger years.
We will tackle them together. They challenge us, are counter intuitive, and urge us to reflect and
deepen our faith.
In Bible Study we will read and knead them like bread, hopefully having some fun. We will again
meet at Loomis from 10-11am on Thursdays, in the Conference Room. All are welcome and need not
be a resident of Loomis.
May 5: Numbers 22: 21-35-Doesn’t pay to disobey. And Luke 14:25-33-Family Problems
May 12: 2 Kings 2:19-25- and Psalm 137: 1-9-Leave vengeance to God
May 26: Mark 14:43-51 When flight is best
Do join us for one class or all three. Please note we skip one in the middle of the month.

The Faith Formation Team, together with Lori and Kayla, will present Yankee Candle Gifts to this
year’s high school graduating seniors; Teagan Anz, Jonas Clarke, and Henry Strand. The candle is
symbolic of the love and light shared with their Center Church Family. It is a reminder that they are
loved and cherished, and are always welcome here. Wishing them blessings as they pursue new
endeavors.
May 1st

Recognizing Senior HS students: Teagan Anz, Jonas Clarke, and Henry Strand

May 15th 12:30 pm: Virtual Faith Formation Team Meeting. Please contact Kate Hoffman if you
would like to participate. Khoffman0203@gmail.com.
June 5th Recognizing Martha Guild and Emily Carle who are leaving after the program year. We are
grateful for their long tenure as Faith Formation (CE) Director and Youth Director, respectively.
Martha remains as a member of the church, while Emily will begin interning at a church down in
Kentucky, near her seminary (while also maintaining her membership status at Center Church.)
Confirmation Class will begin the end of September.
We begin/continue to search for new leaders for our Choir, Faith Formation: Children and Youth
programs.
Mission Support update: Donations from the Linda and Larry concert on April 23rd
totaled $446.50. Fifty percent will go local, to the Food For Friends program, and the other
fifty percent to support those affected by the war in Ukraine. We have previously
collected $1,002.00 for Ukraine support, so this will bring our total donation to $1,225.25.

If you wish to attend any team meeting as a non-voting participant, please contact Thia in the Church
Office or speak to the Team Chair prior to the meeting, and we can send you the Zoom link to attend.
Meetings have always been open to all, but with the arrival of COVID we have gone to meeting on
Zoom which requires an invitation.

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS
Continual:

Situational:

Emily Bangs-Orsini Mission Care Holyoke
Luke Bradley (lifelong battle with cancer)
Loxley Coffin, granddaughter of
Karol and Art
Joan Duffy
Muriel Graham
Tom Hazen
Audrey Heinrichs
Grace Hooton
Eunice Howes, for stabilization of vision
Phyllis and Jean Lacoste
Anna Sibley
Art Stanley
Those struggling with addiction

Betty, Karen Anderson’s friend, having
heart surgery
Audrey Heaphy’s brother-in- law,
Bob Brandt
Jim K, with stomach cancer
Family and friends of Becky McArthur
who passed away April 22nd
Pauline (Morrell) Fujii’s daughter-in-law
Rina, undergoing chemo
Fay Paquette
Alina Sokop
Joy Weigel
Nikki Wolf, Linda’s granddaughter

We keep our Member-in-Discernment,
Emily Carle, in our prayers, in her seminary
studies at Louisville Seminary
We keep those serving in the military in our
prayers, including JB Pontes

All those in Ukraine and those who have
fled for safety
We keep all those affected by the Coronavirus,
in our prayers
If you have submitted one of these
requests for prayer, please let us know
when it is time to remove
someone’s name from the list.

Our sympathies are extended to the family of Becky McArthur, long
time member of Center Church and before her death our oldest living
member. Becky’s Memorial will be held on Sunday May 1st at 2pm.
Burial will be private. In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to
Center Congregational Church, 1 Church St, South Hadley MA 01075.
Beers & Story South Hadley Funeral Home has been entrusted with the
arrangements.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION
This time of year always amazes me! Spring is really here and I feel a happy sense of accomplishment
about the hard work and growth of the school year. I’ve worked on staff of Center Church as the
Children’s Christian Education Director for 6 years. In that time I became a member of Center Church
and completed my Faith Formation Certification. I’ve decided this will be my last year in this
leadership role although I still plan to stay involved in the church community in other capacities. It
feels like the right time to hand off the beloved Promised Land to new leadership because the program
is in a really good place with a new curriculum and full in-person family participation. Stepping away
now gives me more time to focus on my family’s needs. I’ve learned so much by getting down into the
weeds of Bible stories and working for a truly equitable and compassionate organization. I’m so
grateful for everything the Center Church children have given me, their insights about faith and their
fun, joyful spirits! Thank you all for everything! It’s not goodbye; I will be around and will enjoy staying
in the church service for Lori’s sermons and listening to all the wonderful sacred music!
~ Martha Guild, Children’s Christian Education Director

Youth Group
This month in Youth Group, we started a new Generation Why curriculum
about discipleship in the Gospel of Mark. Emily is very excited to share
some of her new knowledge about Mark with the Youth Group, thanks to
the class she is taking this semester on the Gospels. The youth had a great
time helping out at the Easter egg hunt on Palm Sunday, and Kayla is
currently planning some end of the year events! Youth Group has a few
more weeks of meeting hybridly, and then we will move to online only
once Kayla moves home from MHC. Keep an eye on your email for details!

Adult Christian Education
A Peek At The Bible
Luke 24:46
"And [Jesus] said to them, 'Thus it is written, that Christ should suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead.' "
This Peek is about Jesus' resurrection. Nowadays, being as scientific as we are, we seem to be of two
minds about the resurrection and maybe that's the way it will always be. "Was Jesus' resurrection real,"
we might ask ourselves. "Does my Christian faith utterly depend on my believing in the reality of Jesus'
resurrection," we might ourselves ask in a follow-up question.
If you want to know what I think about the resurrection (and most people would walk away quickly
from my presence if I broached the subject) then I say this: I believe that Jesus was resurrected and that
his resurrection is a lesson about what's going to happen to all of us at the end of time. Am I nuts? In
my faith world, I'm perfectly sane. Can science dispute my belief? Hardly. And I'm not offending
anybody. I love science and I love faith. I'm of two minds, and that's a bargain considering that I have
but one brain.
Randy Purinton is ordained in the U.C.C. and is a member of Center Church. He serves as a trustee and a chorister.

News from the Trustees for May 2022
At our April meeting, we heard that the operating budget should be at 25% of its 2022 total. We were
pretty close with 24.15% in income and 28.761% for expenses. Because we are not fully back to “normal”
as far as attendance goes, our plate income is still a bit low. But our pledge income and user donations
are exceeding the projected amounts for the end of March. Thank you to all for those pledge payments!
Gas is still our biggest expense along with building upkeep, which included about $475 to repair the
snowblower and have it ready for later in the year. It also included the elevator bill from last year. We
have been working on some small projects, including lubricating our tower bell and reports are that it
is moving much better (thanks to AD!). We are anticipating seeing a new chimney cap on top of the
building soon and also the beginning of installation of our new and improved fire alarm system. A
recent student recital in our sanctuary with some MacDuffie students was a great success. There are a
few other events which will also be happening soon, including a couple of events planned by the
Odyssey Bookshop. We are pleased that physical therapist Tanya has come back more regularly and
is welcoming clients to her office. We heard news of several unanticipated financial gifts which have
come in to the church recently and are working on where they should go. We were updated on the
choir director, CE director, and youth leader positions and are waiting more specific information from
the HR team. We continue to work on the “sound” issues in the sanctuary and are eagerly anticipating
our new illuminated sign out front between the stairways. We thank members of the Anz family for
being willing to continue to keep our lawns neat and clean. We were especially excited to hear about
the upcoming April concert in the sanctuary by Larry Schipull and Linda Laderach, the donations from
which will be split between Ukraine and our Food for Friends once/month meal program. As always,
please contact us with any concerns about the building or our finances.
Cindy Morrell, secretary

April 26 - Hope you noticed our new sign out front – It was installed on Tuesday! And who happened
to drop by to say good bye as she headed back to North Carolina? Yep Linda Laderach – violinist
extraordinaire, member of Center Church for many years (still is!) and financial backer for the new
sign. Folks will now be able to see what is happening at Center Church – the old sign was not very
visible from the road. The Trustees (with Chair, Eliot Chartrand pictured above with Linda) have
installed the software into a Church Computer so that the sign may be changed whenever
needed…we’ve moved into modern times – finally! Thank You Linda and Trustees for making this
happen.

Notes from Church Council
The Council met virtually via Zoom on Tuesday April 5. Anita Sarro of HR was Lead pro-tem. Anita
opened the meeting a 7:02 p.m. John Hoffman led devotions by reading from the book “Dog Songs” by
Mary Oliver. He chose the poem “Ricky Talks About Dogs.” Activities have held an organizational
meeting for the Fall Fair. Deacons shared plans for Holy Week. Faith Formation gathered job
description information about the CE Director’s position. On May 1, three graduating students are to
be recognized. A liturgy of recognition is planned for Youth leader Emily Carle. HR thanked Faith
Formation for the CE Director information. HR is seeking an experienced person. The Youth Group
position opening is under consideration. Do we need co-directors? Membership is pursuing ways to
encourage more members to personally participate in the sanctuary Sunday worship. Outreach
reported that $655 was given to One Great Hour of Sharing and $652 was donated to the Ukraine Relief
Fund. Aster House is Outreach’s “partner of the month.” Center Church will participate in the annual
Crop Walk at the Granby church. Trustees will have the new kiosk sign installed by the end of April.
The new fire alarm system has a supply-issue delay. Lori has been in contact with Samantha Wilde,
the new “bridge interim” pastor for the Granby UCC. On May 1, Communion will be served by the
“First Table Fellowship” group. On May 15, four to five new members are to join Center Church. The
Confirmation class of four to five is on hold until Fall. Phase Forward Task Force decided that mask
wearing is now optional in the church buildings. Voices of Resilience Exhibit group has been meeting
with the curator and two scholars. There are “lots of moving parts” to be discussed. Sabbatical Pastor
ad hoc committee has a potential candidate. The committee is hoping for an affirmative answer.
Peterson Scholarship Fund deadline is May 15. The next Zoom meeting is 7:00 p.m. Tuesday May 3.
Corinne Chartrand is Lead pro-tem. Brian Lapis will lead Devotions.

Center Church in Transition
Death: Elizabeth Dimock (Becky) McArthur, April 22, at the age of 103 yrs.
David C. Morrell, clerk

Notes from The Seminarian
As I am writing this, I am on the home stretch of the semester. Two weeks from today is my last day of
classes, and three weeks from today is when my finals are due. It is intimidating having these final
assignments staring down at me - I've got a Christological paper, an exegetical paper, a primary source
analysis, an ethics brief, and some sample worships left to create! Things are starting to bloom here in
Louisville, and the last thing I want to do is schoolwork. I live near a popular public park (Cherokee
Park), and I would much rather get lost in there than do work. However, I have some fun sprinkled
into the mix. Derby season is starting. The festivities officially start two weeks before the actual
Kentucky Derby with an all-day festival and fireworks called "Thunder Over Louisville." Then there
are parties every night leading up to Derby on May 7th. I am not going to Derby this year, but I am
planning on partaking in the events leading up to it! Next year my birthday will fall on Derby (May 6)
so I will go then (if anyone was curious). I appreciate your thoughts and prayers during this time, and
thank you to everyone who has sent me encouragement. I will reply! Emily

Outreach Partners of the Month
“Hearts to Hands to Hope”

Our Outreach partner for the month is Girls Inc of the Valley. Their
mission is to inspire all girls to be strong, smart, and bold by providing
them the opportunity to develop and achieve their full potential.
Girls Inc. empowers, educates, and guides girls forward, helping them
navigate the challenges in their lives. Through intentional and effective
programming, both in school and after school, they focus on the
development of the whole girl – while helping to harness the power
already within her. The combination of long-lasting mentoring
relationships,
a pro-girl
environment,
and research-based
programming equips girls to navigate gender, economic, and social
barriers, and grow up healthy, educated, and independent.
*Girls Inc. of the Valley welcomes youth who identify as girls regardless of their assigned sex at birth, and those who are exploring their gender identity
or expression during their time at Girls Inc. This position maintains our commitment to gender equality and justice by welcoming all youth who
experience gender-based oppression (including but not limited to transgender girls, cisgender girls, transmasculine youth and non-binary individuals).

After a 2-year hiatus due to COVID-19, Girls Inc will be holding their Spring 2022 Spirit of Girls

Event: Their Future is Written in the Stars.
The Details:
Who: Girls Inc. of the Valley
What:
Cars Under the Stars movie event
Where:
Lot 9 at The Big E (1305 Memorial Ave, West Springfield, MA 01089)
When:
Thursday, May 5, at 7pm
Why:
This event is Girls Inc. of the Valley's major fundraising event of the year to
support summer programs for youth ages 5-18 throughout the Valley
For more details or to make a donation, please visit their website at:
https://www.girlsincvalley.org

Peterson Education Fund Scholarships
The Peterson Memorial Education Fund of Center Church was established in
1985 by Rev. Gus Peterson and his family. The stated purpose was in some
small way to aid people whose financial situation made it difficult for them to
continue their education. The family, as do we, believed that education was
and is an important component toward being a positive and contributing
member of society. Both Gus and Barbara Peterson were very involved in the
Nueva Esperanza program in Holyoke and were particularly interested in
working with that community with education being part of their encouragement. In the spirit of
making the world a better place through education, the Fund has assisted members and friends of our
congregation, woman at the Care Center in Holyoke (and Bard extension program); Girls’ Inc. youth,
area high school students headed for college, trade schools, certificate programs and religious
endeavors. The one necessary criteria is that they all showed in their application that they were having
difficulty meeting the financial needs of their education and were dedicated to improving their
educational status. The awards are completely open to all…. regardless of age, race, national origin,
sex, religious preference or gender identity. Just a reminder that the application deadline for the
Peterson Memorial Scholarships is May 15th. Applications are available in the church office.
This year we have designated Sunday, May 1st as a time for taking a special collation for the Peterson
Fund. These scholarships are totally funded by us through interest on the principle and contributions
from our members. We are usually able to make small awards to three or four applicants each year. It
is our hope that you will contribute to the Fund by sending in a check to the church office with
“Peterson Fund” designated in the memo portion.

Sabbatical Task Force
Sabbatical Pastor Arrives in June
This summer, Rev. Souder will be taking a much deserved (and overdue) sabbatical! While Lori is
away, the Rev. Susan Grant Rosen will serve as our sabbatical pastor. Rev. Grant-Rosen has served as
a UCC pastor since 2001, in both settled and interim pastorate positions. Most recently, Susan served
the United Church of Winchester, NH. Rev. Grant-Rosen also has experience teaching in higher
education and has worked for, and led, several social service agencies. She lives in Hampshire County.
Susan will be leading summer worship services, doing visitation, and holding office hours during the
week. More information will come as we get closer to sabbatical time!

Activities Team – The Fall Fair
Yes, we WILL have a Fall Fair……BUT here will be some changes, so please read on…!!!
The dates of the Fair have been moved to the weekend of September 10 th and 11th. This was done
for several reasons including giving more time to prepare and set up for our Holiday Fair right after
Thanksgiving.
A second change is that this year we plan to accept donations at specified times only (dates and
times are listed below). Again, there were several reasons for this new concept; but basically, it’s to
help Thia to not have to open the door in Fellowship Hall at all times of the day AND to allow us to
receive and to organize things in a more efficient manner. In the past there were many, many times
when items were left off that were on our list of items we were not accepting due to lack of sale appeal
and/or space. So, someone will be present at the times listed and we’ll be able to note the items that
in the past have often cost us money to dispose of.
HOWEVER, we also are very cognizant of the fact that some of you just can’t bring your donations
at the times listed…. they just don’t fit your schedule! Please, we still welcome your donations with
open arms! Thus, in these cases, just call the church office and someone will be in contact with you to
arrange a convenient time for you to drop off your donations at the church.
Please remember that the Center Church Fair is an all-church affair. It would not be possible without
your enthusiasm and involvement through donating items, volunteering to work during the fair AND
attending/purchasing items. We’re counting on you once again to make the Fall Fair Successful!!

Please see below, the dates and times to drop donations off at the church
AND

The full page “ad” about what items we will and will not accept

DATES FOR DONATION DROP-OFF
After church each Sunday during June and August
JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

Wednesdays
9 A.M. -Noon

Wednesdays
9 A.M. -Noon

Wednesdays
9 A.M. -Noon

June 1
June 15
June 29

July 13
July 27

August 7
August 21
August 31

Saturday – June 4
1 - 4:00P.M

Saturday- July 9th
1 - 4:00 P.M.

More dates will
be announced as
we get closer to
the event.

The Fall Fair Tag Sale is on for the weekend of September 9, 10, 11...we will gladly
accept boxes of items listed on the enclosed promotion ad starting in June...if you could
just hold on a little longer, we would be grateful for your patience and help making the
fair happen without additional stress! Call an Activities Team member if you have need
of an alternative arrangement. If at all possible, donation boxes should contain similar
items to make a smooth process of set up. Watch this space for updates!

WHAT DOES SELL....
Please ONLY clean and in working order…..
Dishes Glassware Knick knacks
Lamps Vases Jewelry
Artificial flowers
Linens Decorative pillows
Small furniture (end tables, bookcase)
Small appliances in good condition
Pots and pans Hardware items
Art work Frames Baskets Purses & bags
Hard cover & Paperback books
Decorations (indoor or outdoor) for any holiday
NOT Christmas – we will have another collection time for Christmas Bazaar

Toys
Games
Puzzles
Stuffed animals Outdoor children’s toys

Please remember we are
NOT accepting….
Large Furniture (couch, bed frames), Electronics, most sporting good items, records,
reference books, old magazines and large household replacement items such as
chandeliers, kitchen fixtures, etc.

Coming to the Upper Valley

Voices of Resilience: The Intersection of Women on the Move
Opening Event – September 18, 2022 at 2 pm
Exhibit – September 18 through October 15, 2022
at Center Church, South Hadley
First displayed at the Springfield D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts in 2019-2020, using art, text, video,
and music, Voices of Resilience tells the rarely heard stories of women of color and their white allies as
they made their marks in the areas of women’s rights, civil rights, law, journalism, and entertainment.
Women like Elizabeth Freeman who lived in Sheffield in 1780 and successfully sued for her freedom
from enslavement…. Lucy Stone who broke with other suffragettes and advocated for the right to vote
for all women, not just white women….and Ta’Nika Gibson, a nationally-known singer and Springfield
native.
Come and learn about these women’s lives, …understand how their actions continue to influence our
own….and be inspired to tell your own stories.
Come to the Opening on Sunday, September 18 at 2 pm at Center Church to be among the first to see
the exhibit and enjoy hearing from the scholars themselves and presentations from others, including
music of the Amherst Gospel Choir.
Come to the Exhibit at Center Church in South Hadley, next to Mount Holyoke College, hours to be
arranged and by appointment. No admission fees will be charged to ensure that the exhibit is fully accessible
to all.
Learn more about the exhibit from these videos:
WWLP Channel 20 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPiolmpyS4Y and NEPM Connecting Point
https://connectingpoint.nepm.org/voices-of-resilience-exhibit-opens-at-springfield-museums/
You can help make this exhibit a success:
• Spread the word
• Fill one of the many volunteer opportunities
• Make a donation
o Business sponsors of $250 or more will have their logos displayed on all materials
and have reserved seating for the opening event.
o Individual donors will be listed at the exhibit and opening event
Current List of Sponsors:
❖ Peoples Bank
❖ Mount Holyoke College
❖ Thomson Financial Advisors
❖ Odyssey Bookstore
❖ Sankofa Gumbo, Inc.
And a generous grant from the South Hadley Cultural Council
For further information or to make a donation, contact Anita Sarro (asarro05@gmail.com ) or
Rev. Lori Souder (lorijeansouder@gmail.com) or call Center Church (413-532-2262).

From the Church Historian - May 2022
Joseph Allen Skinner, Philanthropist 1862-1946
Looking through a copy of “Old Homes of South Hadley” recently, one
name kept appearing. Upon some more research, that name became
more and more prevalent pertaining to the preservation of many
historical buildings in our historic district. Buildings such as: the
Stebbins home at 25 Woodbridge Street (now a bed and breakfast);
the Col. Ruggles Woodbridge former home (called Sycamores and
including our first minister’s home the Rawson House) at 28
Woodbridge (now both a museum); 32 Woodbridge; 33 Woodbridge
the old 1st Congregational Church of Prescott MA (saved from the
flooding of the Quabbin Reservoir) now the Skinner Museum; 35
Woodbridge; 40 Woodbridge (now part of the Berkshire Hills Music
Joseph Skinner 1935
Academy); 43 Woodbridge (formerly the Williamson home); and 48
Woodbridge, once the Skinner Estate and now the home of the Berkshire Hills Music Academy.
Philanthropist Joseph Allen Skinner was born May 20, 1862 in
Skinnerville (now part of Haydenville MA) to William and
Sarah (Allen) Skinner. The family lived in a mansion there until
the great Mill River flood on May 16, 1874. They later moved
the partially damaged mansion, piece by piece, to Elm Street in
Holyoke, MA. It is now called the Wistariahurst Museum.
Joseph eventually attended Yale where he graduated in 1883
with a BA degree in Philosophy of Science. He later partnered
with his brother William C. Skinner and established, on a five
acre site, the largest silk mill at that time in the world, known
Skinner Estate 1960s
as the Skinner Manufacturing Company in Holyoke, MA. They
wove the silk into what was known as “Skinner Satin.” Joseph married Martha Clement, a Vassar grad
from Danbury, CT on June 29, 1887. They had four children. Eventually Joseph acquired a large portion
of land (on Woodbridge Street) and in 1929 built a summer home called The Orchards. Not long after,
it became the Skinner family’s permanent home.
In 1905 Mr. Skinner became a trustee of Mount Holyoke College
and remained as such until
1931. In 1916, he had
Skinner Hall, currently an
academic building, built on
campus. That same year,
he
purchased
the
Mountain House on Mt.
Holyoke. In 1940, it and
the surrounding acreage
Skinner Hall, MHC
was given to the State and
named Skinner State Park in the Mt. Holyoke Range. In 1925, he Mountain House, Skinner State Park

received an honorary degree from the College. In 1930, he had the Prescott, MA 1st Congregational
Church (built in 1846) and a one- room school house moved from there to Woodbridge Street where
today they are the Skinner Museum which opened to the public in 1932. He also had built a private
golf course, now called the Orchards Golf Course, for his daughter Elisabeth. It became part of Mount
Holyoke College in 1946.
It is quite apparent that Mr. Skinner was unusually involved, for that
period, with preservation. His museum (which is still open to the
public from May-October) is a treasure trove. It is filled with hundreds
of things: fossils, seashells, pewter, wooden ware, suits of armor,
carpentry tools, Native American artifacts, some Roman relics, birds’
eggs, furniture, clocks, musical instruments, a piece of a meteorite, and
he even saved a piece of his wedding cake! He was a well-known
“wealthy benefactor.” During the Depression, he donated milk from
his South Hadley dairy farm for “welfare distribution” along with
generous monetary donations to other charitable organizations.
Joseph Allen Skinner died September 6,
1946. He is buried in the Forestdale
Cemetery in Holyoke, MA with his
Skinner Museum
family. Upon his death he willed
$500,000 to Mount Holyoke College
along with the various Woodbridge Street properties, his Skinner Estate,
the Skinner Museum and the Orchards Golf Course. Many of those
properties are now privately owned and maintained. We all owe a debt
of gratitude to Mr. Skinner and his “farsighted” preservation efforts
which are still a major part of our town’s history!
05/22

Orchards Golf Course

David C. Morrell, Center Church historian

Tell Me the Stories - May 2022
God of the Sparrow God of the Whale (NCH 32) is another of our newer hymns written only in 1983.
Jaroslav Jan Vajda was commissioned to write this by a Lutheran church in MO for its 110th anniversary.
Vajda was a Lutheran pastor, editor of a magazine, and pastor of three bilingual parishes. Members
spoke both Slovak and English, and his interest in his own heritage has resulted in his renown as one
of the “world’s experts on Slovak hymnody.” As it said in the page notes that, after some 40 years in
the ministry, he wrote this hymn to “provoke answers to how and why we serve God.” Vajda has a
total of four hymn texts in the NCH. The hymn tune “Roeder” was composed by Carl F. Schalk who
has collaborated with Vajda on a number of hymns. The tune’s name came from the last name of his
wife’s father who was a Lutheran minister. Schalk was a teacher and a church musician in the Lutheran
church who became music director of “The International Lutheran Hour” and also taught at Concordia
College. Schalk has a total of three hymn tunes in the NCH including Jesus Take Us to the Mountain
(NCH 183) when he again collaborated with Vajda. CAC 5/09

Compared to some others, we do not tend to sing this next hymn as much around Easter - Come You
(Ye) Faithful, Raise the Strain (NCH 230, PH 185). Last time I wrote about it was 2008. This hymn was
written by John of Damascus, way back in the early 700s. John also wrote the text for The Day of
Resurrection. (NCH 24, PH 192) He is considered “one of the most significant poets of the Greek church.”
The text is based on the Song of Moses in Exodus 15. John spent his life mostly in a monastery and was
also thought to be “one of the most learned men of the eighth century.” He helped to document
Byzantine chant and also promoted “the canon, a new musical form.” Both our hymnbooks say that it
was translated by John M. Neale. The tune “St. Kevin” was composed for this Easter hymn by Sir Arthur
Sullivan, who is most widely known for his collaboration with William Gilbert (as in Gilbert and
Sullivan). But he was also an organist who composed more than 50 hymn tunes. Another child prodigy,
he was the son of an Irish musician. He too, did things early, and at age 14, he won the “first
Mendelssohn Scholarship contest in England.” Queen Victoria knighted him much later as “one of
England’s greatest musicians.” Sullivan had a total of five hymn tunes in the PH and four in the NCH.
CAC 4/08
We Offer Christ (NCH 527) is a new one, at least I have never written about before and I don’t believe
we have sung it much, if at all. This hymn is the only time that this author/composer collaboration
happens in the NCH. Brian Wren was commissioned to write this text in 1986 for the 150th anniversary
of an Orangeburg, SC Methodist Church. Wren’s earliest hymn collection Bring Many Names from
1989 included these words. Wren was born and raised in Essex, England and graduated from Oxford.
After his baptism at 19, he “felt called to enter full-time Christian service.” He was ordained in 1965 to
the Congregational Church of Britain and Wales and held two pastorates before turning to full-time
hymn writing. We sing another of his texts in NCH 417 This is the Day of New Beginnings, and another
in NCH 590 Spirit of Jesus, if I Love My Neighbor. But we have a total of 15 of his texts in the NCH.
Sometime, check out these various hymn texts he has written! In addition to texts, as he matured, he
also developed liturgical materials for use in worship. He leads workshops worldwide about his ideas
for worship and hymnody. A Welshman by birth, David Evans composed the tune “Charterhouse” in
1927 for a different text. He composed and named it for a school where he was the headmaster. And it
was used by students at that school. He studied in Cardiff, Wales and at Oxford where he received
both and bachelor and doctorate degrees. At various times, he served as an organist and a lecturer in
music before becoming a professor of music at a Cardiff, Wales college in the 1930s. Before that, he
was an editor of a Welsh periodical and The Church Hymnary to which he contributed original tunes
and harmonizations. He also served as a conductor at several Welsh music festivals. This tune is used
in the NCH for two other hymn texts. Evans is “one of Wales’s most distinguished musicians.” Evans
composed an orchestral suite, cantatas, anthems, and odes among other musical contributions.
Cindy Morrell, Associate in Music
Resources used: The International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians, ed. Oscar Thompson, (1964); The New
Century Hymnal Companion, ed. Kristen Forman (1998).
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Bobbie Ayers
Jay Roberts
Emily Carle
Julie Deshaies
Cathy Bozek
Blake Bryan
Gayle Kenneson
Brynn Bryan
Ken Bozek
Emily Bangs-Orsini

If you have a graduate
(college, high school,
pre-school etc.) whose
name you would like
listed in our June C@C,
please let Thia know
their name, and from
where they will
graduate, and we will
include them in our
listing.

THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH
Ministers:
Senior Minister:
Member in Discernment:

All Church Members
Rev. Lori J. Souder
Emily Carle

Christian Education Program
Children: Martha Guild, Maddie Drake and Chelsea Korzeniowski
Youth: Emily Carle and Kayla Scott-McDowell
Music
Organist:
Larry Schipull
Associate in Music:
Cynthia Morrell
Office Administrator: Cynthia Jubinville
Sexton: Departing
Robert Farman
Gathering in Anticipation,
with Hope

Hampshire Association Annual Meeting
May 22, 2022 at 3:00 pm
Edwards UCC Northampton & Zoom
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10b)
Calling all Hampshire Association members, friends, and clergy!

You are invited to the Hampshire Association Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 22nd at 3:00
pm, in-person in the sanctuary of Edwards UCC in Northampton, with full participation also
available through Zoom. (Please wear your masks for in-person attendance.)
Join us for this opportunity to be together in-person and online for worship, business, and a
time of reflection and conversation. SNEUCC staff member Karen Ziel (Assistant Director of
The Center for Transformational Leadership) will facilitate small group conversations where
we’ll reflect on our work and witness over the past 2 years, and how that is shaping our work
and witness in the years to come.
We’ll hear a presentation from Rev. Lance Humphrey about the Good Neighbor Crisis Fund
(formerly known as Helping Hands), honor ordination anniversaries, and bless our Members
in Discernment.
So that we can give more time to our worship and programming, please review the Annual
Report prior to the meeting. You are welcome to contact our Moderator, Rev. Chris
Mereschuk, or the authors of the reports with any questions.
We are also still searching for folks to join the Executive Committee and Church and Ministry
Committee. This is a great opportunity to learn more about the wider church and to support
our covenantal relationships. Contact Chris Mereschuk for questions or to submit yourself for
nomination.
To attend via Zoom, click this link to register:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIuduqrqTsqHtQV2-mFXoM3lI_nSCH-BljQ.
You will receive login information following registration. The meeting starts at 3:00pm, with
Zoom opening up at 2:30pm.
Your presence and participation are essential!
It won’t be the same without you!

Rev. Chris Mereschuk, Moderator
Email: revcjm@gmail.com

Greetings ONA churches, since the Northampton Pride Parade is not happening this
year, here are some alternative Pride Parades that are happening around us:
SPRINGFIELD, MA JUNE 4 @ 10:00 Am - 5:00 Pm
Springfield’s first LGBTQ+ Pride Parade! Saturday, June 4th 2022. Join us on the campus of Springfield
Technical Community College at 9am, and follow us as we march and celebrate our way down State
St and land on 36 Court St in front of City Hall for live music, games, floats, food from local vendors,
giveaways and a block party in front of city hall!
The parade will start at the Springfield Technical College campus at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 4.
Attendees, volunteers and organizers will march all the way down to state street, city hall and Court
Square.
More details: https://explorewesternmass.com/event/springfield-lgbtq-pride-parade

PITTSFIELD (Berkshire Pride Festival and Parade!) June 4 from 11:00AM – 4:00 PM
The Common, 100 1st St, Pittsfield, MA
Details:
Berkshire Pride Festival and Parade! – Downtown Pittsfield Western Massachusetts The Berkshires

FRANKLIN COUNTY PRIDE PARADE IN GREENFIELD June 11
12:00-1:00 Pride March in Greenfield
1:00-3:00 Pride Rally in Energy Park
More details: Parade — Franklin County Pride

Rainbow blessings,
Ellen Petersen

Register Today!
Registration Deadline:
June 13, 2022

Register Today!
Registration Deadline:
June 13, 2022

THIRD ANNUAL MEETING of the
Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ, Inc
Saturday, June 18, 2022
9 AM – 2:30 PM
8:30 AM - “Virtual Doors” Open Virtual Hopin Platform
Welcome to the Southern New England Conference Annual Meeting!
As we celebrate the accomplishments in our third year as the SNEUCC, I am excited to
personally invite you to the 2022 Annual Meeting. Our Annual Meeting will include vibrant
worship, rich fellowship, and riveting speakers. Although we will (once again) meet virtually,
I guarantee that you will enjoy a rich experience where our theme will be fully celebrated.
Our Worship Theme is Matthew 7:24-27 – “A Sure Foundation: Built Upon 400 Years of
Service.”
Business to be Conducted:
Action on the Nomination of Directors and Officers
Registration is now open; the deadline is June 13, 2022. Register Today!
While you have likely had plenty of experience with virtual gatherings, you will be able to
attend the meeting by computer, tablet or smartphone. Hopin Practice Sessions will be held 16
times between June 6th - June 17th. Pre-registration is required for a practice session in order
to receive the link to attend it. Please register here.
In response to much feedback about our commitment to environmental justice, Delegate
Materials will be distributed electronically. There will be no automatic paper mailing of
materials to any church or registrant. Those who need paper materials are invited to request
them when they register. In order to receive paper materials, you must register and request
them no later than June 13th by emailing Andrea Bellarosa - bellarosaa@sneucc.org.
A Speakout is a 60-second opportunity for a delegate to address the Annual Meeting on a topic
of their choice. As an adaptation to our remote format, Speakout opportunities will be assigned
by lottery, and all Speakouts must be recorded and submitted in advance. More information
may be found HERE.
We know there is a lot of information to take in. Further information, advance materials and
delegate materials are on the website HERE. Additional materials will be added in the coming
weeks.
Southern New England Conference,
We look forward to seeing you on Saturday, June 18th!
Persephone Hall, Moderator

United Church of Christ
Toll Free: 866-367-2822
Fax: 866-367-0860
Facebook
Twitter

Keynote
Rev. Dr. Patrick Duggan
Executive Director of the Church Building & Loan Fund of the United Church of Christ

May 2022
Sun

Mon

1 Worship 2
with
Communion

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

Fri

5
6
Bible Study
@ Loomis
10am

Faith
Formation
Recognitions

Sat

7
Vigil for
Racial
Justice
10–10:30am

AA 1:30pm
*Church
Council
Girl Scouts
First Table
Fellowship
7pm
6pm
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
Bible Study Church Food For
Worship
Girl Scouts
@ Loomis
10am
Office
Friends
Outreach
6pm
10am
Closed
Team 7pm
*Trustees AA 1:30pm
7pm
15
Worship
10am

16

Thru

*Deacons
7pm
23

24

19

30

Girl Scouts
6pm

Rev. Souder
25
26
Bible Study
@ Loomis
10am
Girl Scouts
6pm

May 24th

29
Worship
10am

18

AA 1:30pm

New Member
Reception

22
Worship
10am

17

20
21
Office
Hours
9am noon
May 19
is away
27
28
Church
Office
Closed

AA 1:30pm

31

*All are invited to attend any Church Team meeting as a non-voting attendee.

Call the Church office if you would like to receive a Zoom invite.
Sunday Worship on our Facebook page: Center Church South Hadley MA

