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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 

 
Anticipation! Imagine Carly Simon singing, 

“We can never know about the days to come 
But we think about them anyway 

And I wonder if I'm really with you now 
Or just chasin' after some finer day 

Anticipation, anticipation 
Is makin' me late, Is keepin' me waitin'” 

  
I swear my Mom appreciated anticipating my visit to New Mexico as much as the visit itself. 
Anticipating…. growing up I anticipated the town fair with rides, my birthday, Christmas, Halloween, 
the beginning of school, summer trips and summer nights playing with neighborhood friends. I 
imagine you are anticipating something: The return to health, the smells and color of fall, new classes, 
a new start, visit to or a visit from special folks?  
  

In church I anticipate a new program year which fosters some of our traditional ministries as well as 
welcomes new outreach. I anticipate resuming worship and the Promise Land and Youth Ministries 
with renewed precautions; how the church building will become fuller as the new Tree of Life 
Preschool and After School Care welcomes students; how dance lessons will take place in Fellowship 
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Hall for a while on Thursday evenings; how we are postponing the Fall Festival Tag Sale to be safe, 
and how we will continue to participate in a myriad of community outreach programs while being 
flexible about how to respond to Covid. 
 

From Romans 12:12, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” I anticipate some 
need for comfort and hope as a few in our community are challenged with cancer and how our world 
is rocked by civil turmoil, earthquakes, and fires. 
 

Together may we anticipate leaning on the strength of community.  
 

“We can never know about the days to come 
But we think about them anyway 

And I wonder if I'm really with you now 
Or just chasin' after some finer day 

Anticipation, anticipation 
Is makin' me late Is keepin' me waitin'” 

  

With joy and blessings as we invite you back into church or online where ALL ARE WELCOME, 

Lori 
 

 
 
 

Bible Study: Sailing on with Paul 
 

Join us for more Bible Study on the Book of Acts in the Conference Room at Loomis Village, 
Thursdays from 10-11am. All are welcome - come to one or join us for all four. 

 

Sept 16     Acts 15:1-35     The Jerusalem Council 
                          Sept 23     Acts: 15:36-21: 16     Paul's 2nd and 3rd mission trips 

                        Oct 7        Acts 21:17-28:31     Paul does Rome not on a moped 
                                                Oct 14      Finish up prior week and conclude 
  

Sign up through the front desk at Loomis. Get ready for some sea travel! 
 

 

 
 

Emily Carle Goes to Louisville Seminary 
  

As our church member begins her first year at seminary, we are called upon to pray for her, celebrate 
her successes, and comfort her in any struggles. Church Council voted to support her with $500 each 
semester, to help defray costs. She has a Discernment Circle which remains in contact with her every 
other month on Zoom. It consists of Ruth Cowan, Lorain Giles, Claire Houston, Thia Jubinville, and 
Rev Lori Souder. She has an ordained mentor from the Hampshire Association. 
  

She will continue to lead the Youth Group Ministries with a new Co-Director, and be in contact with 
the Outreach Ministries Team. Rev. Lori will remain her contact person for the Youth Ministries. What 
else might she need in addition to prayers? Email (new one-emilyecarle@gmail.com), cards on her 
birthday, jokes, and love. This is a privilege to be a part of one’s calling as Emily discerns where God 
is calling her. We will ask her to share her experiences with the Council in print or through Zoom at 
her convenience. Already, Edwards Church in Northampton asked her to preach on Aug 15th! 
  

Certainly not, “out of sight, out of mind”!  

mailto:one-emilyecarle@gmail.com


Emily Carle, Youth Director at Center Church of South Hadley, MA, wrote the following in response 
to a tweet from Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, who said:  "Someone should write a beautiful liturgy for the 
removing of national flags from Christian sanctuaries." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A LITURGY FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE AMERICAN FLAG FROM SANCTUARIES 
 

God of all nations and peoples 
God of all colors, ethnicities, and origins 
God who breaks all the binaries 
We humbly come to you. 
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and soul. 
We confess that the presence of the American flag in our sanctuary is an idol, distracting us from the 
one true purpose of our presence here which is you. 
We confess our knowledge that you are a God for all people and all locations. 
We confess our understanding that no nation or flag is better than another. 
We confess our ignorance about the violence and harm done in the name of the flag for what it 
represents. 
We confess our sins of racism and xenophobia, knowing that we are complicit. 
We confess that the American flag is not a symbol of the Christian faith. 
We confess that the United States is not a superior or God-favored country. 
We repent for the flag’s occupation in our sanctuary, understanding that while our physical existence 
is in the United States, ultimately, we belong to you in the Kin-dom of Heaven. 
We repent for the times we have worshipped the flag instead of you, consciously or unconsciously. 
We repent for the times we lifted up country over you and your people. 
We repent for the harm we have caused when we placed the flag above you. 
Accept our repentance Lord, for the wrongs we have done. 
Be with us now as we cleanse your house from the idol of the American flag. 
Grow love and acceptance of other people into our hearts, so there is no room for nationalism. 
Forgive us for our past ways, and favorably hear us, for your mercy is great. 
Guide us on the journey to create Heaven on Earth. 
In Jesus’s Holy Name 
Amen. 
 
Emily Carle (she/they) 
Louisville Seminary M.Div '24 
Mount Holyoke College BA '21 
Youth Director | Center Church of South Hadley, MA 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                                          

 

 

 
    

 
 
 

A memorial Service for Bob Russell will be held on September 18th at 3pm, outside at Bob’s villa at 
Loomis Village, 22 Worthington Drive.  A reception will follow in the same location 
 

 
 

As many of you may have already heard, our beloved Choir Director, Cheryl Cobb has been 
diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer and has spent time in the hospital following implantation of a stent.  
Our hearts and prayers go out to Cheryl and her family, especially her daughter Lee Tae and her 
husband Tyler and their newborn, Forrest.  Lee Tae has set up a website to share information about 
Cheryl’s progress and to offer folks the opportunity help the family provide the best care for Cheryl.  
If you would like to request inclusion on this website you may go to        

                                       http://my.lotsahelpinghands.com/community/cobbfamily.   

There is a request for a bit of information as to how you know Cheryl and then a short period of time 
before you receive a reply to be included.  Please keep Cheryl and family in your prayers! 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Continual:   

Emily Bangs-Orsini (at Mission Care Holyoke)  

Luke Bradley (lifelong battle with cancer) 

Muriel Graham  

Audrey Heinrichs 

Tom Hazen 

Phyllis Lacoste  

Anna Sibley 

Art Stanley 
 

We keep all those affected by the Coronavirus,  
in our prayers  

 

.We keep our In-care Student Emily Carle in our 
prayers as she continues in discernment and begins 
her post-grad studies at Louisville Seminary this fall  

 

We keep those serving in the military  
in our prayers 

 

If you have submitted one of these 

requests for   prayer, please let us know 

when it is time to remove someone’s name 
from the list. 

  
There will be a celebration of Life Service for 
Norma Monat on September 4th at 1pm.  
Please see the invitation on the last page of this 
newsletter. 

 

     
 

Situational:  

Karen Anderson, recuperating 

Yvette Clarke 

Carol Clinton, Dianne’s sister-in-law 

Cheryl Cobb, hospitalized 

Loxley Coffin, granddaughter of Karol  
     and Art, born premature, home now 

Joan Duffy, home, recuperating 

Audrey Heaphy, recuperating at home 

Audrey Heaphy’s brother-in-law,  
    Bob Brandt  

Grace Hooton, recuperating at home 

Eunice Howes, for stabilization of vision 

Jim K, with stomach cancer 

David Morrell, recovering from a fall 

Fay Paquette 

Family and friends of Robin Roberts,  
   friend of Linda Wolf, following surgery 

Family and Friends of Bob Russell who     
     passed away July 31 

Alina Sokop, following surgery 

Eric Tipton following kidney replacement 
surgery and Kiki Tipton following surgery 
to donate a kidney in exchange – both 
recuperating well. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

http://my.lotsahelpinghands.com/community/cobbfamily


 

 
Hello Promised Land Friends and Families! 
 

I hope you are all well and having a smooth start to the new school 

year. At Center Church we are busy getting ready to welcome 

students back in-person to the Promised Land Sunday School on 

Sunday, September 12. Registration forms will be available.  

We’ve cleaned and organized the large classroom and the Littles’ 

room for a safe return to Sunday morning gatherings. Each child will 

have a set of classroom supplies in an individual supply box and a 

bean bag labeled with their name. CDC recommendations will be followed - every child must wear a 

mask. 

We’re excited to launch a new curriculum - Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible Curriculum. We’ll 

begin the year with lessons on how God made everything and later (Noah’s Ark) how and when the 

world was started over again.  

As of this writing, the Faith Formation Team is in the process of hiring a new teaching assistant to 

replace Simone who is focusing her attention on her pre-med studies this school year. Her 

replacement will be announced and introduced when we see you on September 12. We’re so excited 

to see you all in-person soon! 

Martha Guild - Children’s Christian Education Director  

 
 

 
I hope you all had a fantastic summer! Best of luck to our college first years, 

and welcome back to those returning with us at Center Church. We are in a 

period of transition with the youth group. As youth may remember, we had to 

move the youth room up to the third-floor in the Promised Land.  New 

carpeting was installed, and the room is in a bit of shambles and will need to 

be organized. But, myself and others at the church are excited about this new 

space. Also, (sadly for us), Youth Director Emma transferred to a college in Los Angeles, and will not 

be returning to Mount Holyoke nor to her position here at Center Church. We are sad that we were not 

able to send her off with a proper thanks, goodbye, and blessing, but hang tight. We’ll figure something 

out. A job offer was made to another MHC student for the position, so hang tight to hear news about 

that!  Emily and Lori are still dreaming of how we want to operate the youth group this year. Offer a 

hybrid model with youth who are in person to gather, and a laptop set up open to zoom for those who 

can’t come in person but can still be part of the group? We are open to ideas!  Let me or Lori know. 

Many, many blessings, and love to you all!  

Warmly,  Emily  

 

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION 

 

Youth Group 
 



 
        
 

A Peek At The Bible 
Job 38: 12-13 

 

"Have you commanded the morning since your days began 
and caused the dawn to know its place, that it might take hold of the edges of the earth 

and the wicked be shaken out of it." 
 

We learned a little about the Shakers at Hancock Shaker Village the other day. During their worship 
they would dance and shake to drive evil out of their bodies. After a good shaking they must have felt 
like they had a brisk walk. We know how that feels. We can feel our blood pulsing in our extremities.  
We feel healthy again and cleansed of toxins. 
 

I looked for Biblical references to shaking evil out of things and I found the above quote from the Old 
Testament book of Job. I couldn't find any other references to shaking the evil out of the world 
(including things living in it). There are references to earthquakes shaking the earth but that's not the 
same as Shaker-shaking. In vs.13 it is dawn that shakes evil out of the earth, like she is shaking the 
darkness of night and all evil within that darkness out of the earth and, therefore, bringing light and 
day. Maybe this quote is where the Shakers found their inspiration. We learned that Shaker women 
did a LOT of laundry and shaking of sheets and linens. Maybe that activity is related to sacred 
movement as well. 
 

 

 

 
 

Welcome back to our post-summer church year!  This article covers both June and August meetings.  

In June we focused on the sanctuary technology issues which had cropped up and in August we had a 

meeting with the Town’s Fibersonic team to see what they could offer.  You will hear about that in 

September, or it may be obvious when we return in September.  The budget information for June and 

then August has been very good.  We were ahead of projections for income for the summer months 

and the expenses stayed about where they should have been.  We are very grateful to all of you who 

have maintained pledge payments and even paid early!  The investment/endowment reporting has 

also been positive.  We would be remiss if we did not mention here, and give thanks, for all the work 

that Bob Russell has put into this, as well as the overall church over the years.  He has spent countless 

hours with the Wells Fargo team and our trustee team and has prodded and pulled us to where we are 

now.  It was truly a labor of love for him!  His input will be missed. 

We have spent a lot of time this summer working to get the second floor of the Education Building 

ready for the occupancy of our new “tenants” – the Tree of Life Early Learning Center.  Several trustees, 

David Morrell, and the Bert Hill Movers did a great job of moving the Reception Room back downstairs 

to the current Meeting House Room and setting it up to combine furniture and other accoutrements. 

Some things were also moved up to the third floor for Sunday School/teen use.  Please take a look.   

The second floor has a new floor on its corridor, there are AC units in each of the rooms, and painting 

(by the T of L folks) has also been done. The day care/school should be ready for its full complement 

of students in September.  The trustees took a meeting break in July but are back now, ready for the 

fall and the year ahead.  We are excited about the upcoming jazz concert in October.  We are happy to 

 

News from the Trustees for September 
 

 

Adult Christian Education 
 



welcome back some of the small groups who had been using our facility for meetings and such.  And 

we are ready to welcome new “tenants” as well. Stay tuned for that. 

At the moment, it does not look like there can be a Fall Fair (Columbus Day fair) but the Holiday Bazaar 

might still being considered.  Fortunately, the Tree of Life program will help to cover some of those 

income losses.  Trustees are also concerned about the overall appearance of the “grounds” around the 

church.  We are hopeful to find a landscaper who can give us some guidance and help with the 

overgrown greenery in the flower beds to bring the front of the church back to something we can be 

proud of and help to maintain.  We will also tackle the issue of the bushes/shrubbery later in the fall.  

There may some other staffing changes once we come back in September but we are sure you will hear 

more about those, perhaps even in this issue. 

For now, again welcome back to our “normal” fall schedule, if anything can be said to be normal these 

days.  As always, if you have building or financial concerns, please feel free to contact any of the 

Trustees – Karen Anderson, Eliot Chartrand, Art Coffin, Al Duffy, Bill Giles, Cindy Morrell, Art 

Proctor, and Randy Purinton. Our ex officio members are Lori and John Hoffman.  You can also leave 

messages in the church office with Thia and she will make sure that one of us gets them. 

Cindy Morrell, secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

The Council met virtually through Zoom on June 1 and August 3. The June 1st  meeting was led by 

Corrine Chartrand and the August 3rd  meeting, by Bobbie Ayers. The Phase Forward update for June 

1 reported that worship was going well in the sanctuary. The use of the church building is coming back 

slowly. There was no report for August. Team reports for June were: Deacons is looking into some new 

equipment for better recording of the worship service, etc. Faith Formation hoping to purchase air 

filters for the Promised Land rooms. Outreach donated $500 to Food for Friends. Trustees are working 

towards a smooth transition for the Tree of Life school on the second floor of the Education Bldg. The 

Loomis Bible study is continuing. Council agreed to support Emily Carle’s need for funds for an 

evaluation as she prepares to enter Seminary. It was MSV unanimously to take the amount of $617.00 

from our unrestricted memorial funds as our contribution toward the cost of her evaluation. 
 

The August 3 meeting had Anita Sarro reporting about a possible fall exhibit consisting of works by 

contemporary African American women and their white women allies. After hearing her report, it was 

MSV unanimously to approve the plan for Anita and Lori to continue to work out details and return 

to Council with a more specific plan in September. Deacons have renewed some training sessions and 

Ushers are now meeting with them. There needs to be more coordination about how to welcome 

visitors. Faith Formation has been reviewing the new Sunday school curriculum. They are going to be 

using separate “supply boxes” for each Promised Lander. They are hoping for a September 12 opening. 

Membership is relocating our various church info pamphlets from the pews to a table in the Narthex 

and Crossway. Outreach donated $500 to Neighbors Helping Neighbors. They visited the Full Circle 

Garden on Rt. 47. Stewardship finalized the Jazz Concert posters with expenses being covered by a 

sponsor. Other sponsors are coming on board. The driving force behind this concert is John Anz! 

Trustees are pleased with the smooth transition and opening of the Tree of Life school. The Building 

 

Notes from Church Council 



Inspector has given our church a good report. The Trustees are looking to improve the landscaping 

around the church. A guitarist will be giving guitar lessons in Fellowship Hall once a week. In New 

Business, it was MSV unanimously to appoint David Barrett to the Deacons’ Team with a term ending 

in 2023. Our next Zoom meeting is Tuesday, September 7 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Center Church in Transition  
 

Marriage:  Christina Remie and Chris Kibler, June 11 
Death:   Robert H. Russell, Jr., July 31 age 94. 
Dismissed at own Request:   Douglas Smith, June 1. 
                                     David C. Morrell, Clerk                               

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Summer Music 2021 – THANK YOU 
 

This 2021 summer has been a very different one, and as usual, will end with the Labor Day service on 
September 5.  Unlike last year, we were actually able to be in the sanctuary for all of June, July and now 
September (we hope).  But it continues to be different with masks in place and somewhat shorter services, 
including only two hymns and just one “choral” piece during the offertory.  It was also different for me as 
well because, for the first time in any summer, I was not able to ask David to sing whenever I 
wanted/needed.  You may know that he had a freak accident in mid-June which left him with four broken 
ribs and eventually no spleen.  That has affected his ability to breathe deeply. which is needed for singing.  
Fortunately, he is recovering well but…no singing at present. 

My sincere thanks to Randy Purinton, Gretchen LaBonte, Sharyn Kovalsky and last, but never least, diva 
Cheryl Cobb, who answered my plea for a “new” normal summer of singing.  Randy and Gretchen stepped 
up and sang at least twice. Sharyn also offered one Sunday.  Cheryl sang early on and, in hindsight, I am 
so grateful for that. I had hoped she would sing on Labor Day to lead us back into the regular services with 
the choir that next Sunday. 

We are all doing our best to cope with the hand that Covid 19 continues to give us and doing our best to 
keep things as normal as possible.  I was very glad when the Phase Forward team allowed the congregation 
to begin singing the hymns and the doxology again during the summer months.  But I missed being able to 
offer duets and small group pieces too. 

When I wrote my regular thanks after last summer, we had still been in the YouTube virtual mode for our 
regular services where all music was recorded and then neatly knit into the services which Gretchen was 
handling.  And we began the 2021 summer with mask mandates, photocopied hymn pages but no 
hymnbooks and no doxology singing. I have always said that our music program is definitely one of our 
strengths here at Center Church and is mentioned often in listings of what draws in new members.  
Throughout all this “unregular” time, Cheryl, Larry Schipull and I have tried to carry on bringing you 
music that fulfills the needs of us all at any given moment. We had a short time in May and June to have 
the choir back with us when we returned to the sanctuary, even though we were masked and physically 
distanced.  And it was lovely when the congregation was able to sing the hymns there again.  It was such a 
lovely sound!! And much less lonely for the musicians. 

We have ended the summer on a slightly different note, so to speak.  We do not know what the Covid 19 
variant will allow or not allow us to do starting in September.  We do not know about choral singing and 
what will be allowed with that.  We cannot say yet about whether we can all sing the hymns or the doxology.  
And we do not know about how the choir will be fit back into the services.  Until then – may these words 
from one of our hymns bring you hope, comfort, and peace – “We are pilgrims on a journey, we are travelers 
on the road; We are here to help each other go the mile and bear the load.” Blessing and peace to all of you in this 
uncertain time.                                Cindy Morrell, associate in music   



 
 

 

 
 

The Full Circle Garden, located on Rt. 47 next to the ball field, supplies fresh produce to the South 
Hadley Food Pantry.  Begun in 2009 as a small barren plot of earth, it has expanded into a bountiful 
garden thanks to a vigorous group of community volunteers.  The garden now produces over 2 tons of 
produce a year.  Food insecurity exists when people do not have sufficient money or access to the 
nutritious food needed for a healthy diet.  The Full Circle Garden is meeting this need In South Hadley 
and in Granby. 

A core of volunteers provides the labor for seeding, weeding, harvesting, and bundling food produced 
in the garden.  Experienced garden volunteers host new volunteers on Wednesday and Friday from 8 
am to 11 am.  Towards the end of the growing season, garden cleanup will be needed.   This is where 
we at Center Church can roll up our sleeves, pull up the weeds, and make the garden ready for winter.  
Does this sound like a Church work project?  You bet.   

Through the Outreach Team of Center Church financial contributions have been made to The Full 
Circle Garden.  This fall we have an opportunity to expand our involvement through sweat equity.  
More information will be shared on possible dates when we return to church services in South Hadley. 

 
Cathedral in the Night is an Outreach Partner and we will be providing 

meals on Sunday September 19, October 17, and November 21. 
 

Cathedral in the Night is an outdoor Christian community in 

downtown Northampton, MA which seeks to create a safe place for all people: the homeless, the 

housed, the church-less, the churched, the student and the resident to explore, question and live out 

their spiritual beliefs; to gather for a meal and to empower one another to engage in issues of social 

justice by working to fight the causes of inequality and homelessness. Every Sunday people gather at 

4:30pm outside the front steps of First Churches in Northampton for worship and a meal. Worship is 

an integration of contemplative worship (modeled after the communities of Iona, Holden and Taize) 

and contemporary context (multi-sensory and participatory, using the talents of local musicians, poets, 

artists and lighting engineers). It is a place and an activity which fosters an atmosphere of spiritual 

curiosity and exploration, in order to create a community of support, challenge and deeper 

faith. Worship concludes with Eucharist which then leads into a meal offered freely to all present. 

Congregations and restaurants prepare, donate and help serve the meals. 
 

With the help of Gail from Food for Friends, we will be preparing hot meals on Saturdays Sept 18, Oct 

16, and Nov 20 to serve ~100 meals on the following Sundays. We will also need to make ~100 

sandwiches (including 20 PB&J) to provide as well.  For more information on our effort or if you’d like 

to help make sandwiches, please contact John Hoffman at hoffmanje3@gmail.com or call 413-535-9754. 
 

For more information on the Cathedral in the Night mission, please visit their 

website: http://www.cathedralinthenight.org 

 

Outreach Partners of the Month 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 

mailto:hoffmanje3@gmail.com
http://www.cathedralinthenight.org/


 

 
 

The Activities Team has met and with deep soul searching about how to proceed this year, in light of 

the recent rise in covid exposure and infection, and leadership recovering from medical challenges, we 

have decided to postpone our Fall Weekend Tag Sale plan for another year.  Center Church has a 

community wide, highly regarded reputation for our Tag Sale, keeping that in mind, we want our good 

reputation to continue, with the organized presentation of excellent standards and delivery.  

Fellowship hall would not have been available this year, which would be critical to outside staging or 

an indoor event.   
 

We know many church members are asking about when they can bring boxes to the church for 

donation.  We really appreciate that you are considering the donations to come to our tag sale effort, 

BUT, we ask that you store those boxes a little longer, just until Spring. If there are extenuating 

circumstances and that is not possible, reach out to the Activities Team members listed below and we 

will look at other solutions.  Since Fellowship Hall will have a tenant this year, we cannot accept casual 

drop-off of boxes or items at this time.   
 

Thank you for your continued support – this project is a substantial income source for our church 

budget and allows a group of passionate tag sale aficionados to create and enjoy the tag sale.  Can 

anyone say they didn’t find a treasure or two over the years….stay tuned!! 
 

Karen Anderson       Bobbie Ayers    Corinne Chartrand    David Morrell 
 

 
 
 

On Friday, October 29th, at 7 pm, the Stewardship Team and Music at the Center will present another world-

class community benefit concert ~ Jazz For Justice, Peace, and Dignity ~ right here at Center Church! 

This year, New York City based trumpeter and vocalist, Benny Benack III, headlines this benefit event 

with an extraordinary cast of musicians behind him. The band also features New York based 

artists Addison Frei on piano, Russell Hall on bass, Kyle Poole on drums, and special guest 

vocalist Tahira Clayton. 
 

The concert will open with a short set by the Berkshire Hills Music Academy's Jazz Ensemble. 

Admission is $25 in advance / $30 CASH at the door ($15 students). Advance individual ticket sales 

and VIP packages can be purchased here on Eventbrite, or, you may contact Thia in the church office 

to secure your advance reservations as well (and without any fees!). 
 

This community benefit concert event will directly benefit efforts to address food and housing security, 

and social and racial justice issues here in the Pioneer Valley. A portion of the proceeds will be shared 

with each of the following organizations critical to these efforts: 

• Cathedral in the Night 

• Healing Racism Institute of Pioneer Valley 

• Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

• Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity 

Please direct any questions - or your ability to help volunteer the night of the show - to any member of 

the Stewardship Team (Brian Lapis, John Anz, Gretchen LaBonte, and Jane Markarian). More soon - 

stay tuned.... 

 

Activities Team – Fall Fair 

 

Stewardship 2021 
 

https://www.bennybenackjazz.com/
http://www.addisonfrei.com/
http://www.russellhallbass.com/
http://www.kylepooledrums.com/
http://www.tahiraclayton.com/
https://www.berkshirehills.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jazz-for-justice-peace-dignity-the-benny-benack-band-tickets-163366432397
http://www.cathedralinthenight.org/
https://www.healingracismpv.org/
https://www.nhnfoodpantry.org/
https://www.pvhabitat.org/


 

 

 

CENTER CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday Schools first appeared in American church life in the cities of the 1790s. Here in the rural part 

of Western Mass, we at Center Church started our Sunday school shortly after in 1819. We followed 

the example of British reformers, but we Americans hoped to provide basic literacy training for poor 

children and adults. Some church clerics and merchants paid local schoolmasters to teach "persons of 

each sex and of any age … to read and write," using the Bible as the central text. It was actually in 1819 

that the last of these type “First Day” schools closed, and a new-style Sunday school arose in their 

place, taught by volunteer teachers (a majority of them women) and providing a specifically 

evangelical Protestant curriculum. 

Here’s a factual note: “Evangelical Sunday schools grew rapidly as Protestant clergy and lay people 

‘molded’ them into key elements in an institutional network designed to make the new nation 

Protestant.” Center Church’s Sunday school grew along with the public schools. New ideas about 

children’s religious educational needs began to take shape in the latter part of the 1800s. By 1872, a 

system of “uniform lessons” which standardized Biblical texts was published by Christian publishers 

to be used on a weekly basis.   

In the 1950s, Center Church Sunday school became primarily a church institution. It recruited the next 

generation of members. Although teaching remained volunteer labor performed mostly by women, the 

work of managing became professionalized.  For example, Center Church hired my mother-in-law, 

Bobby Jeanne White, as the director of religious education. She managed a Sunday school of over 300 

students! The Lancaster Educational Building was constructed in 1956 to house our very urgent need 

for school space. She was also responsible for shaping the teachers’ preparation. 

By the turn of the early 2000s and a bit before, our Sunday school attendance had declined. 

Nevertheless, Center Church Sunday school remains a significant institutional tool for the religious 

training of our succeeding generations. Through the vision of Rev. Randy Purinton, our church school 

was transformed into the “Promised Land,” a place where young minds can explore the stories of the 

Bible in so many versatile and worthwhile ways.  Today, that space is still used to provide an up-to-

date curriculum which is reviewed and recommended by the Faith Formation Team (formerly called 

the Christian Education Team) with the professional guidance of director Martha Guild. During the 

2020-21 COVID 19 pandemic, Martha and her team have endeavored to create a safe and supportive 

environment (sometimes away from the physical Sunday school rooms) for the Promised Landers. It 

is hoped, as we start our regular church year September 12 that the pandemic will eventually be 

neutralized and the Promised Land rooms can once again become the fulltime active home of Center 

Church’s Sunday school. 

09/21      David C. Morrell, Center Church historian 
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Our first two hymns this time were sung in July, the first being They Did Not Build in Vain (NCH 373).  
Written by an Englishman, Alan Luff, it talks about those folks who have been instrumental “in church 
growth and evangelism,” but who don’t often get the recognition they deserve.   He draws on several 
Biblical passages to make his point.  Luff served several posts at Westminster Abbey and Birmingham 
Cathedral.  He is the “international consultant for the Hymn Society of Great Britain and Ireland.”  The 
hymn tune “Leoni” is a traditional Yigdal melody.  It was adapted for use in Christian worship after 
Thomas Olivers heard it sung by Cantor Meyer Lyon.  He named it “Leoni” in honor of Lyon.  Lyon 
was an English opera singer in the mid-late 1700s, who refused to sing on Fridays or Jewish holiday 
days.  He eventually moved to Jamaica where he continued to serve as a cantor until his death at the 
very young age of 46.  “Leoni” was used with two other hymns in the NCH and was used with one of 
the same hymns in the PH. CAC 6/11 
 

Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult  (PH 322, NCH 172) is probably well known to most of us.  It might be 
interesting to note however, that while both hymnbooks contain the same “main” tune version, each 
book has a different second tune.  The PH version uses “Gott Des Himmels” while the NCH suggests 
a tune called “St. Andrew.”  I, for one, don’t ever remember singing the alternate tune in the PH and I 
know we haven’t done the one in the NCH either.  In looking at the words in both hymnbook versions 
however, you will see that there have not been many word changes either.  Cecil Frances Humphreys 
began writing poetry when she was just nine years old.  She was afraid her stern father would 
disapprove, so she hid them.  But when he discovered them, he was very supportive.  He would even 
read the new poems and give her helpful suggestions.  She wrote about 400 hymns and poems, mostly 
for children, and many of them were written to help the children more easily understand the scriptures.  
It is said that by age 25, “she published a volume of these hymns for children that has probably never 
been equaled.”  She married William Alexander who progressed from parish minister, to bishop, to 
archbishop of Ireland.  Cecil continued to write even after her marriage, helping her husband in his 
ministry, and today is more remembered than her husband.  She wrote There is a Green Hill Far Away, 
Once in Royal David’s City, and All Things Bright and Beautiful.  Our featured hymn was written first as 
a poem at the request of her husband for St. Andrew’s Day (an important day in the Anglican Church 
liturgical year) “based on the call of Andrew to serve the Lord” and is meant to encourage us when we 
feel “overcome by the troubles and hardships of life.”  One author says that this is one of the few hymn 
texts she actually wrote with adults in mind, while the NCH Companion says it was intended for use 
by children.  Who to believe?  When she died, she was buried in Londonderry Cathedral in Ireland.  
She has been recognized as one of Great Britain’s “finest women hymn writers.”  The hymn tune for 
this text first, called “Galilee,” was composed by William Jude, a distinguished organist, music editor, 
music lecturer, and recitalist, both in England and Australia.  The name comes from the lake where 
Jesus met Simon Peter and Andrew.  The words and this hymn tune were first put together for a hymnal 
entitled strangely enough The Congregational Church Hymnal in 1887.  CAC 3/07 
 

Our third and fourth hymns were from June. Peace Like A River (NCH 478) is the first.  The NCH 
Companion says that Isaiah’s imagery (66:12) “is thought to be the basis for this spiritual’s text.”  Or 
maybe it could have also been a seacoast or riverboat song?  It also says that this hymn is one of a very 
few to use “water similes describing faith as a river, fountain, ocean and anchor.”  The tune name is 
the same and has roots in African American spirituals.  The imagery is very different, however, from 
the usual things that slaves encountered in their daily life.  Each stanza is meant to be sung twice.  There 
is also a note at the bottom of the hymn page which says that congregations could also come up with 
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other words to find our own similes for water for additional stanzas. Maybe we should try that 
sometime? 
 

Our final hymn this time is God of Our Life, Through All the Circling Year (NCH 366, PH 97), written by 
Hugh Thompson Kerr for his Pittsburgh PA church 50th anniversary in 1916.  It touches on and connects 
us to God in the past, present and future. A Canadian by birth, Kerr was ordained in the Presbyterian 
church and served several  churches in the US before moving finally to the Pittsburgh Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church.  He was also elected the moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly in 1930.    
The hymn tune originally named “Landon” was specifically written for Lead Kindly Light  (PH 216) in 
1860 by Charles Henry Purday.  A later hymnbook editor changed that to “Sandon.”  Purday was an 
Englishman whose family business was music publishing.  He actually sang at Queen Victoria’s 
coronation! During his lifetime, he was a lecturer on musical subjects and also worked to revise musical 
copyright laws. It says he was “one of the first to use program notes at concerts.” His hymn tune is 
associated also with NCH 466. 
 
 
 

Resources used:  Jane Stuart Smith and Betty Carlson’s Great Christian Hymn Writers (1997); and The 
New Century Hymnal Companion, ed. Kristen Forman (1998)  
        

Cindy Morrell, Associate in Music 
 

 

 

 

 

On June 13th, after a wonderful birthday trip to Ogunquit, Cindy and I returned home. We were hoping 
that the Flycatcher (bird mother), whose nest was by our porch’s home entrance, had finally hatched 
her eggs. Needing to check the nest, and not wanting to get our stepladder, I used one of our molded 
plastic deck chairs. It proved unstable and I fell from the porch, fracturing 4 ribs and injuring my spleen 
and a lumbar vertebrae. I spent two weeks at Baystate and eventually had to have an emergency spleen 
removal.  After returning home, Cindy and my sister Pauline got me back on my feet!  On Sunday, July 
18, Cindy brought home from the church the beautiful arrangement of multi-colored gladioli. It was 
given in memory of Robin Long Shaw, daughter of the late Jim and Marjorie Long. Marjorie was an 
integral part of my life! She was not only a wise and helpful friend; she was my voice teacher giving 
me the confidence to sing so many solos in church! I am also so amazed and grateful for all the 
outpouring from my Center Church family. The inspiring supportive cards, notes, emails, texts and 
visits overwhelmed me with good cheer! Thankfully with that spirit and energy, I am on the mend. 
Center Church has been my spiritual home for over 58 years! I appreciate all of you for your 
thoughtfulness! Cheers to you all!  
 

David Morrell 

 
We will resume worship at Center Church on Sunday, September 5th at 10am. 

We ask that you sit physically distanced and wear a mask while in the building. 
More information will follow. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=wgMtncY2UjZ6nM&tbnid=qjINcglFKo-FiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.onoise.com/music-in-the-year-2050/&ei=h7dfU5vwJaPsyQGj3YDoAQ&bvm=bv.65636070,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFncZowr1gTR8OkxIj9w2ICADO29Q&ust=1398868217535575


    Join us for the 15th Annual  
     Silver Lake Golf Tournament! 

  

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 21, 2021 

The Country Club of Waterbury 

$220 per golfer 

Includes Greens Fees, Breakfast,  
Lunch and Soft Beverages 

Register Now!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                                             Ministers:  All Church Members 
                                                  Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                                   In-care Student:   Emily Carle 
                                    

Christian Education Program 
Children:    Martha Guild and Chelsea Korzeniowski 

Youth:    Emily Carle  
 

       Music 
               Organist:        Larry Schipull 

   Choir Director:        Cheryl Cobb 
Associate in Music:       Cynthia Morrell 

                                 

 Office Administrator:      Cynthia Jubinville 
                         Sexton:      Robert Farman                            

 

01        Katy Daniels 
 Tori Daniels 

05 Alina Sokop 

08 Chris Orsini 

10 Corinne Chartrand 

12 Patricia Correia (Keyes) 

 Doug Smith 

13 Nancy Towne 

17 Betty Odell 

18 Lori Souder 

20 Phyllis Lacoste 

 Ruth Thornton 

21 Don Donihue 

Matt Gage 

22 Sallie Waite 

23 Wayne Cordes 

25 Jonas Clarke 

27  Bennett Anz 

28 Sanford (Sandy) Belden 

29 Lynne Bertram 
                      Schedule 

7:30am   Registration Starts 
8:00am   Breakfast Sandwiches, 
               fruit, beverages  
9:00am   Shotgun Start 
2:00pm   After-play Reception   
                and Awards 

https://www.ccwaterbury.com/web/pages/guest-information
https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/SLCCGolfTournament2021


                                                                                                            
 
 
 


