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    FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
                                 “CENTER CHURCH” 

                                               United Church of Christ 
       One Church Street 

                            South Hadley,  Massachusetts  01075 

                                      (413) 532-2262 
               email:  centerchurch@verizon.net 

                                                                        website: centerchurchsouthhadley.org  

      
ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 
WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
 DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

 AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 
 

“Covidtime” Musings 

Discovering you are a bit fatigued or confused as you re-enter your work place, our worship space or 

the community? According to Rev Tony Robinson, UCC minister, we are now experiencing a “Neutral 

Zone.” William Bridges wrote about this time in his book, Transitions: Making Sense of Life’s 

Changes. This is the messy time between an ending and a new beginning.  

Personally, I do not care for the term, “Neutral,” because it denotes an unbiased, drab, disinterested 

time. This “ain’t no drab, passionless time!” However, I feel we all now feel the 

burden/relief/questioning as to how to proceed. Tony Robinson writes, “While we can’t say the 

pandemic has ended, the locked-down phase is over. We are in a messy, in-between phase, fruit-basket-

upset, neither full-on pandemic, or ‘that’s-done’ and ‘it’s a new beginning.’ We need to live into it and 

work through it if we are to get to a new beginning. You can’t short circuit the work by pretending it’s 

all ‘back to normal,’ all just the same as it used to be. 

So may we all give ourselves room to breathe, room to count those people and things for which we are 

grateful, and room to pray. None of us have been through this “Covidtime” before and I pray that we 

never will again. Rely on God’s Infinite Grace. Rely on Center Church as we serve together. 

See you in July, 
Lori 
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Worship will continue at Center Church through the month of July – we will be 

joined by our friends from the Church of Christ, Granby.  For the month of August, 

we are invited to the Granby Church – worship at 10:30am.  Please remember to 

keep your pledge payment current during the summer!  You may leave your 

offering in the basket at the back of the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings or mail it in to the church office.  

If you bring your pledge offering to worship in Granby, please clearly mark that it is for Center Church 

and they will send it on to us.  Have a wonderful summer! 
 

Five-Week Sermon series: In the Boat: Strengthening Your Faith Through….. 
Did you know you can start a fire using a water bottle by stripping the paper from the bottle? Make 
sure you have three or four papers with some huge black ink on them. Magnify the sun light through 
the bottle onto the black ink. When it begins making a whole in the paper, add another paper. Let it 
steam through. Add another paper and then voila-a small fire. When you think the fire cannot occur, 
it can, with some patience. You are welcome to discuss this new fire starter technique with me, but 
also talk to me how to spark your faith.   Only YOU know if your faith needs a jump start.  If we can 
build a fire using plastic water bottles to begin a flame, we can build our faith with our own 
determination and patience. Join us as we follow a 5-week sermon series on: In the boat-  Strengthening 
our faith through… taking risks, making choices, setting expectations, doubting, and forgiving.  If you 
miss one, you can catch the other. They all begin in a boat and end with ideas for which to strengthen 
your faith. 
 

Want to watch Sunday Morning worship LIVE or at your leisure?  

To view Sunday Worship live at 10am, visit "Center Church of South Hadley MA Facebook" from 

your internet browser or click here: https://www.facebook.com/Center-Church-of-South-Hadley-

MA-133587933489052/, then scroll down until you come to the worship service. 

To view the Sunday Worship recording after 10am, visit the Center Church Facebook page and scroll 

down to this week's service.  

To turn on the Closed Captioning, after you've selected the desired video - click on the 

"Settings" button, and click the "Captioning" to ON  

 

Racial Justice Vigils continue, since the last time any of us looked around, racism exists. Please join us 
- we celebrated a year of consecutive vigils in May.   We gather from 10-10:30 in front of the church - 
bring a sign. Our bell ringer, Randy P. rings in the vigil and sends us safely home 

 
Good News in the form of a Mobile Pantry Food Truck 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Pantry is assisting Mobile Pantry Food Trucks in the area.  Anyone 
can go and receive food. The closest mobile trucks are in Chicopee and Holyoke. Please let us know if 
you would like a schedule of availability.  Food insecurity is real and children are especially vulnerable 
during the summer.  
 

Please remember to keep your pledges up to date over the summer months.   You may mail your check 

directly to the church at One Church Street. We now have a donate link on our website 

http://centerchurchsouthhadley.org/donate-give/  

  if you would like to pay your pledge or make a donation with a credit/debit card.   

Pledge statements will be sent out early July.         

Thanks! and enjoy the summer! 
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This year the Peterson Memorial Scholarship Fund was able to award five $400.00 scholarships to very 

excellent applicants whose application material submitted strongly supported the principles of this 

fund.  The awards were given to a South Hadley High School student; a post graduate who is furthering 

her education beyond her bachelor’s degree; two applicants from the Care Center-Bard program; and 

one person who graduated from the Bard College Program and has one more year of college studies 

beyond her associate degree to fulfill her goal of a college bachelor’s degree. 
 

This memorial scholarship fund is fully funded by our church through interest gained on principle and 

donations from you, our church members and friends.  Donations to the fund may be given at any time 

throughout the year by simply writing and sending a check to First Congregational Church and putting 

“Peterson Scholarship Fund” in the memo portion of the check.   

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

PETERSON SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Continual:   

Emily Bangs-Orsini (at Mission Care 
Holyoke)  

Luke Bradley (lifelong battle with cancer) 

Muriel Graham  

Audrey Heinrichs 

Tom Hazen 

Phyllis Lacoste  

Tania M. 

Anna Sibley 

Art Stanley 

Eric Tipton having kidney replacement     
     surgery and Kiki Tipton donating a  
     kidney in exchange. 

 

 
 
 
 

We keep all those affected by the Coronavirus, 
in our prayers  

 
.We keep our In-care Student Emily Carle in 
our prayers as she continues in discernment 

and heads to Louisville Seminary this fall  

 
We keep those serving in the military  

in our prayers 
 

 
 

     
 

Situational:  

Karen Anderson, following surgery 

Yvette Clarke, hospitalized 

Carol Clinton, Dianne’s sister-in-law 

Loxley Coffin, granddaughter of Karol  
     and Art, born premature, home now 

Joan Duffy, home, recuperating 

Deb Gelineau, friend of Thia 

Audrey Heaphy 

Audrey Heaphy’s brother-in-law, Bob Brandt  

Grace Hooton, in rehab 

Eunice Howes, for stabilization of vision 

Jim K, with stomach cancer 

David Morrell, recovering from a fall 

Fay Paquette 

Robin Roberts, friend of Linda Wolf,     
     recovering from hip surgery 
Alina Sokop, having surgery 

Family and friends of former member   
   Jean Swindell, who passed away in May  
 
 

If you have submitted one of these 

requests for   prayer, please let us know 

when it is time to remove someone’s name 
from the list. 

 
 
 

 
 



 
Thank You Promised Land and Youth Teachers and Leaders 
 

  I hope everyone is enjoying a relaxing summer so far! For us educators, summer is a season of 
recovery, especially this year after teaching our students through a pandemic. Preparations are 
underway to welcome Promised Land children back to in-person Sunday school classes in the fall on 
September 12. A new curriculum has been ordered. It’s called “Growing in God’s Love” and dives into 
Bible stories in both the old and new testaments. It’s ideal for our multi-age 
group of children with lessons that focus on Jesus’s teachings, healings and 
miracles. In other news, Simone will be returning to Mount Holyoke College 
for her senior year and has decided to give her full attention to her college 
courses and community and won’t be returning to teach Sunday school in the 
fall. We love Simone, her bright smile and her spiritual teachings and insights. 
We will miss Simone and hope to see her around campus in the fall. When 
families return in the fall, please welcome the youth to the third floor of the 
education wing. To make room for a new week-day educational program on 
the second floor, the youth group rooms are moving up to the two rooms at 
the end of the hall. We can’t wait to have all our church children and youth 
together on the same floor!  

 

See you in September! 
~ Martha, Christian Education Director 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 Several years ago, I shared a story in church about opportunity gloves.  It was about a friend who 

told his children gardening gloves were actually “opportunity gloves” because when you wear them, 
you have an opportunity to nurture plants and help them grow.  Throughout this past year, I have 
often thought of children, youth, teachers and families all wearing invisible opportunity gloves – and 
sometimes many pairs at once!  Somehow, some way, God kept us together – through Zoom, phone 
calls, emails, masked outdoor visits, Advent candles, meals at Cathedral in the Night, Vigils, outdoor 
planting, and safely distanced indoor picnics – we found the strength and the will to pray, sing, laugh, 
cry, give peace signs and elbow touches, smile, and grow together.  Teachers collaborated, volunteers 
supported, families accommodated – whether across town or across the country – we stayed together.  
Our “opportunity gloves” continue to do good work, and we feel deeply grateful for all that has been 
done, and all the nurturing and growth yet to come. 

 

   Best wishes and blessings to all of our amazing graduates and their families, to the teachers who 
persevered, to our church leaders and friends for extraordinary support and love.   

 

         Please have a safe and beautiful summer.  Promised Land will resume on September 12th! 
 

We Thank You, 

Kate Hoffman 

Chairperson, Faith Formation Team for Children and Youth 

 

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION 



 
 
 

Thank you to everyone again for a wonderful youth group year! I know it’s 
not what any of us anticipated, but we made the most of it, and I think we 
had a little fun in the meantime! Congratulations again to our graduating 
seniors. Please keep in touch! Further details will be coming out over email 
in August regarding youth group for the fall. Emily will be staying on a 
remote virtual capacity, and we would love your feedback on what the 
youth would like to get from her.  

Have a great summer!   Warmly, Emily and Emma 
 
 
 

A Peek At The Bible 
Matthew 13:45-46 

 

"... the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of 
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it." 

 

Jesus spoke this parable to teach what the kingdom of heaven is like. The kingdom is like being a 

merchant who trades in pearls and has experience judging their quality: their size, hue and shape. As 

a buyer, seller and collector he knows that if he trades long enough in pearls, works long and hard with 

his business connections and hones his skills, the time will come when he finds that one pearl that will 

be his reward for all his time and effort. Then he will immediately sell his inventory and he will buy 

that pearl of great value. Assuming he keeps the pearl, the merchant will have nothing left to invest in 

the future of his business. It will be over and that's the way he thinks it should be and he will finally be 

at rest and content. It will all be worthwhile. He hopes that that's the way it will feel in the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 
Randy Purinton is ordained in the U.C.C. and he is a member of Center Church. He serves as a trustee 
and chorister. 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                        "SAVE-THE-DATE" 
 

Friday, October 29, 2021  ~  Music at the Center presents  Jazz for Justice, Peace & Dignity  
 

Jazz for Justice, Peace & Dignity will provide world-class vocal and instrumental jazz, cultivate 

community, and create additional critical support for organizations combating issues such as hunger 

and homelessness, serving health and human services, and furthering social and racial justice 

initiatives. Please mark your calendars to join us for this extraordinary LIVE, in person and virtually 

streamed community event! 

 

Youth Group 
 

 

Stewardship 2021 
 

 

Adult Christian Education 
 



 
 

Each month your Outreach Team identifies a partner organization to support on 
behalf of the congregation, with the goal of prioritizing and addressing needs in 
our community and around the world. July’s Outreach partner organization with 
Center Church is Neighbors Helping Neighbors Inc (NHN). 
  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors, South Hadley’s food pantry, opened its doors on 
Jan. 22, 2011 in the United Methodist Church, at 30 Carew St., where that church 

and volunteers from the community now serve as many as 200 families a month. They provide 
between six to eight days of food each month for each household member with support from food 
drives, fundraising, and the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts. Fresh vegetables from the Food 
Pantry’s Full Circle Garden are available in season. The pantry also provides personal care products, 
household products, and dog and cat food when available. 
  

NHN works with the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, a member of Feeding America, a national 
network of more than 200 food banks. Working with that organization, cash goes a long way; a $1 
donation will provide 3 meals. The Outreach Team has made a $500 donation on behalf of Center 
Church toward this effort. 
  

If you’re looking for a feel-good outdoor activity this summer, the Full Circle Garden (Rt 47 toward 
Hadley) hosts volunteers between 8 and 11 am on Wednesdays and Fridays to help with harvesting, 
packaging and weeding. It’s a beautiful spot with friendly and experienced gardener guides. Just 
drop in and ask for Beth, Margery or Sue, tell them you're from Center Church and prepare to get a 
little dirt on your hands.                   https://www.nhnfoodpantry.org/about-us 
  

We can stop gun violence     

Gun violence prevention is most effective when it addresses not just the number of 

guns and the aftermath of tragedy, but the causes that can lead to violence, which 

include poverty, economic inequality, racism, and despair.  Another root cause? 

Youth.  Research demonstrates that the frontal lobe of the human brain does not 

tend to fully mature until a person is in his or her mid-20’s. Often called the 

“judgment center” of the brain, the frontal lobe is crucial for important life skills like impulse control 

and long-term planning.  Is it any wonder that, with the confluence of poverty, racism   and immature 

brains, so many young men of color are caught up in gun violence:   H.1826/S.920 would raise the age 

at which a person is viewed as an adult so that 18–20-year-old offenders would stay in the juvenile 

justice system and receive developmentally proper services.  H.1531/S.980 would help juvenile 

offenders have their records expunged, which could help remove barriers to future opportunities in 

education, employment, and housing.  And H.1569/S.984 would expand diversion programs that help 

keep young people from entering the juvenile justice system in the first place  You can help get these 

bills passed by contacting your state representatives and letting them know that you support these 

measures.  For more information, visit the Massachusetts Coalition to Prevent Gun Violence 

at mapreventgunviolence.org. 

-       Your Center Church Outreach Team 

 

Outreach Partners of the Month 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 

https://www.nhnfoodpantry.org/about-us
http://mapreventgunviolence.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
FALL TAG SALE PLANNING…..The Activities Team is evaluating an acceptable and fun way 

to continue our Fall Fair tradition. Hopefully, we can return to our successful formula in the future 
but respecting the Phase Forward Team recommendations, we are rethinking some alternatives. 
 

STAY TUNED...more to come 
 

We will be looking for clean fall clothing (as certain items sell well) such as jeans, sweaters, coats, 
vests, kids...housewares, toys, small furniture items...small, current book titles, any sport items in 
demand! 
 

Contact Corinne Chartrand, 413-219-6563 or Kate Hoffman,650-0445 with any questions 

 

Activities Team 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope” 



Can South Hadley’s Jonas Clarke break the 100m dash state record? 

                              By KYLE GRABOWSKI  Staff Writer  Published Daily Hampshire Gazette: 6/16/2021  
 

No one could catch Jonas Clarke during elementary school tag. He was 

rarely “it.”  Defenders couldn’t keep up on the soccer pitch, either. 

“Growing up this fast is a little different,” Clarke said. “It’s weird because you 

feel it in your ears a lot.” 

That kind of speed raises a suggestion quickly: Why not run track when you get 

to South Hadley High School? Clarke resisted because he played basketball, 

until curiosity enticed him. 

“I wanted to see what track could do for me in the winter, and if I didn’t like it, I’d go back to 

basketball,” he said. “I ran my first race and I loved it. I stuck with it.” 

Clarke chose correctly. The junior has developed into one of the state’s best sprinters over the past 

three years. He posted the fastest 100-meter dash time in the state this spring, crossing the line in 

10.45 seconds at the Lou Tozzi Coaches Invitational on June 5 in Wenham. The state record is 10.40, 

set in 1981. 

“That moment was kind of shocking, but I wanted it. I kind of expected it with the amount of work 

I’ve put in, and it felt deserved to put it up there,” Clarke said before a practice earlier this week in 

Holyoke. “In that time, that time felt cumulative of everything I’ve done over the season. Finally, all 

the work I put in was on paper.” 

He had some catching up to do. Clarke was rounding into form during the 2019-20 indoor season. He 

won the 55-meter dash at the MIAA Division 5 state championships and was second at the All-State 

meet. Then the COVID-19 pandemic canceled the spring season and put his training in limbo. 

He ran at Wheaton a few times then eventually linked up with a few Northampton runners like 

Rowan Hodgson to train. 

“Working out with friends is better than working out alone,” Clarke said. 

When the spring schedule was announced, it contained fewer meets and barely any chances to race 

high-level competition. That didn’t matter. Clarke embraced the track along with the pain and 

struggle it can bring. 

“It’s something I thought I would never miss. But I missed it terribly — lying there half dead after a 

weird workout is worth it in a weird way,” Clarke said. “It feels nice, as sick as that sounds.” 

Working together again, Clarke and South Hadley coach Nick Davis drilled down to the race’s 

fundamentals: the start, individual steps, how his arms move. 

“At this point we’ve really had to start getting nit picky,” Davis said. “His raw speed is so fast that 

he’s reached the level where if we’re not looking at the small details, then we’re not going to be able 

to make improvements.” 

Clarke zeroed in on his blocks. Without a good start, the rest of the 100 feels uphill. “I only focus on 

that one literal thing because I can’t focus on 16 things at once,” he said. “You focus on that one thing 

until it becomes a physical habit then you don’t have to worry about it anymore. Then you focus on 

the next thing you have to do.” 

https://www.gazettenet.com/byline?byline=By%20KYLE%20GRABOWSKI


After the blocks came the first step. Clarke spent a lot of the spring thinking about his left foot. The 

second step followed — it was rising too high, and Clarke needed to lower it. He and Davis film most 

of his runs then go through them step by step to see where his mistakes were and what needs to be 

cleaned up. Before he even watches the video, Clarke can usually tell his coaches what went wrong. 

He’s right 70 percent of the time, maybe 80, Davis said. 

“It’s tedious. I enjoy breaking myself down and I enjoy the knowledge. It’s fun to know I still have 

stuff to work on,” Clarke said. “It feels great getting that result from that constant work. I think about 

all those times I’m sitting there focusing on my left foot.” 

He’s reached the point that Davis had to improve just to keep up with him — constantly learning to 

continue to be the resource Clarke needs. 

“It makes my job more fun because it’s not the typical high school-level kid. He’s above and beyond,” 

Davis said. “It’s forced me to do more research and become a better coach where I can work with him 

and serve him the way he should be served.” 

Their efforts have brought Clarke to hallowed ground. He’s .05 seconds away from the fastest 100 in 

Massachusetts history. While .05 seconds doesn’t sound like much to shave, there isn’t much wiggle 

room when you’re already going that fast. 

“Everything would have to go right. (Five hundredths of a second) in a sprint is a lot, especially when 

you’re talking a time like that,” Davis said. “Anything under 11 is quick, but when you start getting 

under 10.5 we start talking, ‘how good was the lean over the line? How was he out of the block? 

What was his recovery like?’ Everything.” 

Clarke thinks he can do it. Being a junior, he still has the luxury of next season if he can’t achieve it at 

Saturday’s Central/West Division 2 championships in Lunenburg or the All-State meet June 26. But 

he didn’t peak for the Coaches Invitational. His best run of the season might still be lurking. 

“That’s a half step, that’s a big step. In sprints, that’s one complete thing you missed in a race,” 

Clarke said. “It’s awesome building up to a big meet because we weren’t even sure it was happening. 

Now that it’s an opportunity to have, it’s definitely something I’m going to take advantage of, and I 

will show out at that meet.”  

Update: Congratulations Jonas Clarke for winning FIRST PLACE in the State 100m race. Jonas is 

heading to the National High School Track and Field Meet in Oregon the first weekend in July.  

that he runs so fast that onlookers think he is flying! 

 

 

 

                    

                      To Allison Smith 

Who worked hard to earn the ranking of  

Her family is very proud!  Ally will go to  

Dickinson College in the fall. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                                             Ministers:  All Church Members 
                                                  Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                                   In-care Student:   Emily Carle 
                                    

Christian Education Program 
Children:    Martha Guild and Chelsea Korzeniowski 

Youth:    Emily Carle and Emma Martin  
 

       Music 
               Organist:        Larry Schipull 

   Choir Director:        Cheryl Cobb 
Associate in Music:       Cynthia Morrell 

                                 

 Office Administrator:      Cynthia Jubinville 
                         Sexton:      Robert Farman                            

 

 

 

05 Helen Gage 

12 Chloe Hough 

Gregg Howe 

13 Tessa Holmes 

22 Cora Hough 

25 Klara Sokop 

26 Grace Hooton 

 
 

 

03 Kim Deshaies 

05 Brian Lapis 

06 Annabelle Burke 

07 Janet Stache 

10 Jacques LaFleur 

15 Nick Tipton 

20 Ruth Howe 

31 Matt Lafleur 

 

Summer Office Hours 

Tuesday – Thursday 

9am – 4pm 
 

LORI VACATION TIME 
JULY 4TH AFTER CHURCH THROUGH JULY 6TH 

JULY 29-AUG 5  

AUGUST 12-14  

AUGUST 16-23 OR 24 

THE REV. RANDY PURINTON (413-687-4343) 

WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PASTORAL EMERGENCIES. 
 

Thia will be away  
July 19 – 28 

August 9 - 13 

 

Center Church on the Web 

Email:  centerchurch@verizon.net 
Facebook:  Center Church of South Hadley MA 

Website:  https://centerchurchsouthhadley.org/  
Instagram:  @centerchurchsouthhadley 
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