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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON , 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 

               WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
            DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

                 AND EXTEND GOD' S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 
 

When I awakened this morning, my dog greeted me with a huge smile and a tail wagging. I asked Mac, "Who 
are you?" He kept wagging and smiling so I thought, "What is at the essence of Mac?" He is kind hearted, playful, 
loyal, smart (based on his vocabulary), and is goofy. 
 

In the last few months people have asked me about Charlene Johnson, the kind member who turned over nearly 
all her estate and house to Center Church. What was at the essence of Charlene?  
 

She had been a long-standing member at the Falls Congregational Church until it closed in 2012.  Suzanne 
Cordes (member) had been delivering her meals through Food For Friends (meal service for shut-ins based in 
our church)  and helping her out with household tasks. Charlene was legally blind. One day Suzanne suggested 
she begin attending Center Church. Grace Hooten (member) picked her up and brought her a few times and 
Charlene joined. I visited her several times along the way. 
 

Then one day she told Suzanne that she didn't have anyone in which to leave her money. Her husband, Ralph, 
had died. Her boxers were her children and predeceased her. She was passionate about growing orchids. Raised 
in SH, she had lived all her married l ife in the house Ralph had built. Suzanne suggested donating the estate to 
our church.  
 

When Charlene died in 2018 we were contacted by her attorney and learned we were the main beneficiary. In 
2019 we received $379,000 after the sale of her house. We spent a small amount on the floor in the sanctuary and 
the Trustees have placed $200,000 of it in our endowment.   The balance is restricted for use as the Board of 
Trustees determines needs. 
 

Who was Charlene Johnson? A generous member who barely attended church, however, she has left a legacy of 
kindness. We each are growing legacies. What might yours be? 
 

See you at Annual Meeting,  Lori 

mailto:centerchurch@verizon.net
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The Annual Meeting of the  
First Congregational Church of South Hadley Massachusetts, aka Center Church,  

will be held on February 2 nd 2020 at approximately 11:30 AM. 
   

Business shall include, but not be limited to, the hearing and acting upon reports of appropriate church 
committees and teams; hearing and determining the budget for 2020; and other matters relevant to the church 
body.  All members of the church are encouraged to attend this meeting. 
 

A POT LUCK lunch will precede the meeting ð please BRING A DISH TO SHARE (warm ovens will be 
available to keep dishes warm) - dessert and beverages provided. Childcare will be available.  
 

The 2019 Annual  Report is available on the table in the Church Street Entrance and the Bock Crossway.  
 
   

COME TRAVEL WITH ROGERé..All are invi ted to attend a travel presentation of Southern 

Tuscany and Umbria by Roger Farnsworth on Wednesday, February 19th at the home of Carol 
and David White, 27 Hadley St. SH.  We gather at 6:30pm, then have a potluck supper about 7pm.  

Please bring a dish to share; wine, beverages and dessert will be provided.  Roger enjoys sharing his travels, so 
come and enjoy a get-together with your friends, that always has a delicious meal and terrific presentation .  
Please let Carol know if you will attend (533 -2705.  Hope you can join us, we always have a great time!  
 

 
Greeting people at the sanctuary entrance doors on Sunday morning is a great hospitality  ministry . You can 
come about 9:40 am, pass out bulletins, maybe introduce yourself to those you don't know, chat with friends, 
and make all feel welcome in our church.  Please contact Sharyn Kovalesky at sbkvision@comcast.net or 413-
650-0049 if you would like to be a greeter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     
Thank you Outreach team for being such fine hosts during our January coffee hours!  Each week 
there were ògoodiesó and a cheerful host/hostess that was present and a willing helper. 
 

In February the Flower and Nominating teams will host. 
    

Jean Hazen and David Morrell have fulfilled the duty of the Flower team this past year.  They 
have seen that we have flowers on the alter each Sunday and have been responsible for the 

coordination and arrangement of the lilies at Easter and Poinsettias at Christmas.  Jean also provides an 
arrangement for the food table during our coffee hours.  Eileen Halkyard, although not an official member of 
this team, has been responsible for many of the flower arrangements.  Both Eileen and Jean have òan eyeó for 
seeing just how the flowers can be arranged in the vases.  This is certainly appreciated by many of us. 
                                                

                          The Nominating Team seeks new members for teams and officers.  They prepare a list of 
nominations for approval at the annual meeting.  Serving on this yearõs team are David Morrell and Linda Wolf.  

We will again be responsible for preparing a meal for Cathedral In The  Night  (a worship service 
and meal with those who are temporarily homeless , in Northampton) on Feb ruary 23rd. Cathy 
Irish and Kiki Tipton will  prepare Chili and accompaniments, and feel that it would be more 
efficient to purchase the ingredients in bulk rather than ask fol ks to sign-up for their in gredients. 
Soéin lieu of purchasing items we are suggesting cash donations, to be put toward the cost of 
the meal.  We will still have a sign-up sheet for sandwich items , granola bars and toiletries  .. and 
help is still needed to prepare sandwiches and to help with serving on the 23 rd.  Please speak to 
Lori if you would l ike to help out of if you have any questions.  
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When the song of the angels is stilled, When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and the princes are home, When the shepherds are back with their flocks, 
The work of Christmas begins:  

To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, To rebuild the nations,  

To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart. 

Howard Thurman                                      

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Continual:    
 

Emily Bangs-Orsini (at Mt. St. Vincent)  

Barbara Blankõs great-grandson, Cayden 

Luke Bradley  

Marjorie Buschner  

Dianne Clintonõs husband Bob 

Wayne Cowan  

Dolly Crossland  

Muriel Graham  

Shelly Granger 

Lou Hamilton  

Tom Hazen 

Phyllis Lacoste  

Anna Sibley 

Ruth Thornton ð Vero (Wingate) 
 

We keep those serving in the military 
 in our prayers. 

. 

 
 

     
 

Situational:   
 

Erin Baldwin, Lori and Winstonõs niece 

Julie Burkeõs cousin, David Driscoll, on      

     waiting list for liver transplant  

Cheryl and George Cobb 

Dennis, friend of the Coffins  

Audrey Heinrichs  

Bev Howells  

Eunice Howesõ friend, Sarah Boynton 

Rich Normandin, diagnosed with cancer  

Betty Odell  

Lucio Perez, in Sanctuary in Amherst FCC 
 

Art Stanley 

Eric Tipton, needing a kidney transplant  
 

 

We keep all those affected by the Coronavirus, 
especially those from Wuhan, 

in our prayers. 

 

 

Prayers for our new Southern New England UCC 
conference as the restructuring 

and staffing moves forward 
 

 
 
   

 

On the first Sunday of each month,  
please bring any of the following items to worship:  

 
   Canned vegetables             Canned fruits                         Cereals          Soups 

 

        Dried Pastas          Rice                                                         Canned beans           Tuna Fish 
 

   Peanut Butter     Jam/Jelly                                                             Juices       Crackers 
 

          Spaghetti sauce                                                                                     Meals in a can 
     

The monthly offering is used for direct appeals to Center Church  
and for donation to local food pantries.  

 

  Our gifts are extended to the hungry and the poor -  those who need them most! 
 Food offerings may be left inside the Church Street entrance at other times. 

 

Thank you for your compassionate response!  
 



 
 
 

The Youth this semester will be exploring the question "Who is God?" We will focus on understanding how we 
can see God in the things that He created and also how we can see God in our own lives. The Youth are very 
enthusiastic about strengthening their community with one another and the church as a whole.   

 
 

 

 

A Peep At  The Bible  
 
 
 

A Peep At The Bible 
2 Kings 22: 11 

"And when the king heard the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes."  
 

Around 620 B.C., a scroll was found in the Temple in Jerusalem, during repairs to the building. The scroll 
outlined laws and behaviors God required of the Jews. The scroll was read to King Josiah who, in panic and 
rage, tore his clothes because he believed that the Jews weren't doing anything right that God wanted them to 
do. The scroll that was found was the book of Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the Torah, which the Jews 
name the collection of the first five books of the Old Testament: the Books of Moses. 
 

Randy Purinton, retired U.C.C. minister and member of Center Church.  

 
 
 
 

 
THANK YOU, CENTER CHURCH MEMBERS & FRIENDS,  FOR PAYING IT FORWARD ! 

 

 

Thanks to YOU...our Pay it Forward annual pledge campaign has achieved all of our critical and ambitious goals, 
raising more pledge commitments than in any of the past 5 years. What's more, over 100 pledges have been 
received, and for the first time in nearly 10 years, raising more pledge dollars than in the year before. 
 

Our great thanks to all in the Center Church community who supported our annual pledge campaign...and to 
those who still will. Please join us at Annual Meeting on February 2nd to learn of the final achievements than ks 
to the support of all of us, and how that support will bolster our 2020 budget and help Center Church continue 
to Pay it Forward for our local community and in the World.  
 

Our continued peace & blessings for the New Year, and for Center Church, 
 

Your Stewardship Team    John Anz, Gretchen LaBonte & Brian Lapis  
 
 
 
 
 
The financial report closed on December 31st and therefore could not be included in last month õs article. Income 
was $ 3889.20, expenses $ 967.76, with a net profit of $ 2921.44.   $ 1947.43 went to the operating budget and  
$ 974.01 to Activities Team account. Thank you to everyone for making this event so successful! 

 

Youth Group  
 

 

Adult Christian Education  
 

 

Stewardship 20 20 
 

 

2019 Holiday Bazaar 



 

 

 

 

The trustees had a very busy meeting in January.  We had the final 2019 fiscal year figures and we were pleased 
to hear that our final pledge payments came in at 94.49% of the projected budget amount BUT also that our final 
overall income total  came in at 99.7%.  Wow! Our income consists of (1) investment income, (2) memorial gifts, 
(3) miscellaneous income including money which the Activities Team takes in from its projects, (4) the Sunday 
plate, (5) pledges ð both current and late previous year pledge pay ments, and (6) user donations.  We are very 
appreciative of all of those sources!  Interestingly enough, our overall expenses, which come from staff payroll 
and all the other expenses associated with running Center Church, came in at 99.37%. Unfortunately, the 
difference between our total income and total expense resulted in a deficit of $17,202.62 which we must clear 
before starting the new fiscal year. We were able to clear that with money from our operating reserve fund and 
some of the undesignated money from the Charlene Johnson bequest. 

Before tackling the 2020 proposed budget, we had some other more mundane issues to talk about.  We are very 
pleased that Center Church has now installed five additional cameras outside and inside the church to provide 
safety for our staff.  You should smile and wave outside as you enter at the Church Street entrance, the lower 
Park Street entrance and the 116 front doors ð then again in the Narthex and at the foot of the stairs at the back 
of the Chapel.  One other is positioned to look down Church Street capturing the Kitchen and FHall outside 
stairs.  We encourage everyone to check out the newly refurbished hallway coming in from the office outer door 
and all the way to the chapel. Please do look up as well!  Very special thanks to Randy Purinton and his òelves,ó 
including Bill Giles and John Hoffman.  There may be more small things to come soon too.  And Randy is also 
thanked for creating the new òbarn dooró between the two second floor youth rooms!  It turns out that our 
overall endowment did very well by December 30, in part thanks to the large amount of money which was 
placed there from the Johnson estate.  We continue to work on updating our large sign out front but have not 
yet decided on what or how it will look. We  are also aware of some complaints about the newish air dryers in 
the two ground floor restrooms and we are working to solve those.  

Finally, we turned to the proposed 2020 budget which you will all see at the February 2 annual meeting.  As we 
have said previously, we rely on what the Stewardship Team is able to do each fall and wait, with baited breath, 
until we have all the pledges in. As each of the later pledges comes in, we can then adjust our totals for that 
income accordingly.  We project what the income from the investment, miscellaneous income, plate, memorial 
gifts and user donations, usually based on the previous year.  We work on projected expenses the same way, 
taking into account any solid figures for insurance, dues, 2019 figures for operating costs of other line items, and 
the staff payroll.  Once we have all that, we then total up projected income and expenses as best we can.  Out of 
that will come the projected deficit.  As of January 14, that was $5,984, a much smaller figure that what was 
projected at this time in 2019.  By the time of the annual meeting, it could even be smaller!  Stay tuned!! 

This was the last meeting for Tom Waller as his term is up.  We will miss his contributions, especially his 
willingness to handle our hosting of coffe e hours during one spring month!  We will miss the contributions of 
Sandy Belden who has resigned from the board as well. We thank them both!! 

Cindy Morrell, secretary 

 

NOTE: if you have any questions about the trusteesõ òdoings,ó please know that you are always welcome to attend our 
meetings held the second Tuesday evening (7:00 p.m.) of each month.   

 

 

News from the Trustees for February 2020 
 



 

 

 

 
 

Church Council met on January 7, 2020 with Randy Purinton  of CE/Adult Ed as our Lead pro -tem. Trustees 
informed the Council that the Fellowship Hall kitchen was recently inspected and passed. Randy Purinton was 
thanked for his successful efforts of redecorating the Church Street entrance hall complete with fresh paint, chair 
rail, arches and a Palladian window insert in the chapel door! Five more security cameras have been installed. 
Nominating  requested that the Council become more involved with selecting candidates for the various 
openings on their teams. Outre ach would like more congregational engagement/involvement with the team. 
Over 80 pairs of mittens were collected and distributed during the recent holiday season! The Team is hoping to 
have a future mission trip with inter -generational participation. Membe rship  discussed the hope of getting 21 
congregants to become more active in Center Church. There was discussion as to which entrance doors are used 
for Sunday worship. Perhaps those entering the church through the Church Street door should be 
greeted/welco med there. HR/PCRC distributed an informational handout explaining the Inter -Faith 
Opportunities Network and its potential benefits for Center Church. CE is exploring ways to activate inter -
generational participation. Adult/CE  is planning a Lenten potluck and presentation by organist Larry Schipull 
for Tuesday, March 24. Pastorõs Report by Lori stated that she will be doing her upcoming sabbatical half in 
2020 and the other half in 2021. She wishes not to be away from Center Church for too long a time. For new 

business, Council agreed to endorse the òcamper scholarshipsó by allotting up to 70% of the unrestricted 
memorial funds over which Council has jurisd iction. For old business . Council discussed two changes to the 
church constitution. We agreed with the February 5, 2017 change to our Mission Statement.  For the Section 4 
Paragraph 1 added wording pertaining to òadjunctó status, it was agreed to drop that wording and maintain the 
current wording pertaining to term limits for team members.  

Center Church in Transition  
 

Death:    Margaret A. Barry, December 30, 2019, 86 years of age. 
 
        David C. Morrell,  Clerk 
 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS  
 

Childrenõs hands, heads, and hearts will be warmed this winter by the outpouring of mittens, hats, scarves, 
and gifts.  Several boxes of warm gear along with Christmas presents were delivered to the Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors families in South Hadley and Granby.   
 

ROCA young mothers in Springfield, who are learning new life skills, received practical item of diapers, and 
baby wipes.  Childrenõs books were collected and passed on to them. 
 

The Outreach Team would like to thank the members of the congregation for the outpouring of generosity.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~  
Looking for an adventure of any size?   Would you like to expand your horizons, make a difference in the world? 
Enjoy some quality time and get to know a new friend or  two?  Keep your eyes peeled and ears alert for future 
opportunities to be of service, learn a new place and have fun as well.  Members of your Outreach Team and 
Youth leaders are exploring the possibility of a short term urban overnight experience in the summer.  There is 
also the possibility of a Habitat Build Day down the road with the chance to help someone develop a solid 
footing (both literally and figuratively) and maybe even a more extensive work/education trip for the summer 
after this one.  Stay tuned! 

 

Notes from Church Council  

 

Outreach Partners of the Month 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Emma and Maddie are our co-youth directors for the spring 2020 term.  Emma began working with Emily Carle 
this fall.  Maddie is serving as Emil yõs replacement while she is abroad in Greece for the spring semester.  We 
welcome them both!  Here are their stories.  
 

Emma was born in Louisville, Kentucky  and has two older brothers. She 
grew up in Louisville and graduated from North Oldham High School.  
She was very active in her church's (Highland Baptist Church) youth 
group.  She enjoyed the friendships she made the most about high school. 
She belonged to her school's Gay Straight Alliance. Emma plays the 
guitar. The overall acceptance and sense of community is what really 
drew her to MHC,  community is extremely important to her  and she 
immediately felt it the first time she visited  the college. Emma is a film 
major. She had been looking for a church community  while here at 
college since she has been a part of one her whole life , and that 
community is probably the single most important one in her life. She 
found our youth co -director  job offering on Jobx (on campus) and 
thought it was the perfect opportunity to get involved in  the community 
and working with the youth is exactly what she wanted to do.  When 
asked what brought her to MHC, she said that during high school, she 
had read The Secret Life of Wonder Woman which mentioned MHC several 
times in the story.  She wanted to attend a womanõs college and 
remembered this book when she began seriously looking at colleges.  
 

          
Maddie  was born and raised in a small town in Connecticut . She 
graduated from Joel Barlow High  School in 2019 and is a member of the 
MHC class of 2023. As a first year, she is òundeclaredó but intend ing to 
major in politics and philosophy. She says she has been heavily involved 
in dance all of her life so has the idea of a dance major on her radar, but 
because she doesnõt intend to make a career in that, it's on the 
backburner. While in  high school she was very into debate. At MHC , she 
is on the Amherst sailing team (the schools combine but compete under 
the Amherst  name). Emily Carle introduced her to Center Church when 
she told Maddie  that the church needed a substitute for this spring 
semester while Emily would be away . Since Maddie really love s 
teaching, this seemed like a great opportunity. In high school she fell in 
love with teaching the  underclassmen at debate practice and is still 
involved on the team when she is home. She says that she even went to 
a tournament and coached over the January break. Maddie said that she 
is a òlegacyó student which means she has other family members who 
attended the college before her.  She says her great grandmother 
attended in the early 1900s and two great aunts in the 1920s, including 
one in the Class of 1924. So MHC is in her blood 
 
Cindy Morrell 
2/20  

 

Getting to Kno w You   - February 2020 
Emma Martin and M addie Migliarino, Youth Leaders  

 



 

 

 

 

OUR PILGRIM HERITAGE  
 
As we òleapó into 2020, we need to take a moment to 
reflect. This is our 287th year as a worshipping 
community here in South Hadley. We have supported 
five church buildings mostly on our present plot of 
land. Our long Center Church history has enhanced our 
spiritual growth. In 2020, our nation will celebrate 400 
years since the first Pilgrims stepped into what would 
become known as Plymouth Colony.  
 
The original Pilgrims were affiliated with a religious 
sect called the Brownists in England. They later evolved 
into the Separatists and then became known as 

Puritans. They were led by radical pastors who 
challenged the authority of the Church of England and 

thus came under the scrutiny of the ruling powers. They were persecuted for their belief s. Through their 
steadfast courage, the Pilgrims embarked on a lengthy withdrawal from England that eventually led them to the 
New World in 1620. They were determined to simplify the rituals of the Church of England. By establishing the 
first permanent European settlement in Plymouth (MA),  they began practicing their òreformedó religion. The 
Pilgrims were the first to embrace the rule by majority vote! They experienced a more direct approach with no 
intermediaries between them and God. The Biblical passage, Corinthians 6:17, was their guiding force. The 
Pilgrims adhered to a democratic structure with lay and clergy leaders. This is our heritage!  
 
One hundred years ago, Reverend Jesse Gilman Nichols (our pastor from 1906-1935), wrote in his annual report 
about this heritage. He called it the òSpirit of our Pilgrim Fathers.ó He remarked about their òlove of 
independence, love of freedom and of adventure, their faith in God and in the continuous leadership of His 
Spirit, their sense of justice and righteousness.ó Rev. Nichols felt that the more we could learn about our 
òfoundersó, the more weõd come to like them and revere their memory. The Pilgrims characterize our political 
and religious liberty, the common school system and 
missionary zeal. Examples: Harvard, Yale, Old South 
Church and the many public schools. The Connecticut River 
Valley is a bastion of such institutions!  
 
Granted the Puritans were scoffed at for their strict customs 
(the Blue Laws of MA is one example), but we still extol the 
virtues and importance of their teachings. They bestowed 
on us what is known as the òNew England Conscienceó 
through our inherited Ch ristian Society. Their adherence to 
òthe rights of others in worship, of fellowship in serviceó 
have made us better citizens with our pride in public service 
and dignity toward public officers. This is the foundation of 
our national life! Center Church shi nes forth today because 
of these inherited virtues which have secured our destiny 
and our future!  
 
02/20      David C. Morrell , Center Church historian 

 

From the Church Historian - February 2020 
 

Signing the Mayflower Compact  
1620 

Jessie G. Nichols    Pastor from 1906-1935 



 
 
 
 
This month, there are five hymn stories to tell.  The first two I have written about previously.  
 

Go Tell it on the Mountain (NCH 154, PH 488) is an Afro -American spiritual.  Our two hymnals u se slightly different 
harmonizations and a slightly different rhythm.  Spirituals had their roots in the songs sung by the slaves on the 
Southern plantations.  Few of these songs were published or collected into one place until about 1840.  The Fisk 
University òJubilee Singersó are credited with taking these songs out to the rest of the world.  Go Tell It was one 
of the last spirituals to be òdiscoveredó and since these songs were passed on orally, some of the original stanzas 
may have been lost as they were passed down, but it is said that the refrain has always been there.  To the slaves, 
the òbirth of a liberating Savior was a message to be heralded from the highest mountains.ó John Wesley Work, 
Jr. first published the hymn in 1907 in Workõs Folk Songs of the Negroes Sung on the Plantation.  Supposedly 
John liked the chorus and the melody, so he wrote two new verses for the song.  It is said that he used to gather 
his students on Christmas morning before sunrise and take them caroling from one Fisk buildin g to another, 
singing this song.  He and his brother Frederick were both involved in researching and performing of the 
spirituals and at one time, he directed the Jubilee Singers.  John has been called òthe first black collector of Negro 
folk songs.ó  His sons carried on that tradit ion as well.  The NCH  version was adapted by Joyce Finch Johnson 
in 1992.     (CAC 2/06)  
 

The second is Called as Partners in Christõs Service (NCH 495).  The words were written  in 1981 by Jane Parker Huber.  
Janeõs service to the church was grounded in her parents, one who was president of Hanover College and the 
other who served on two national bodi es of the church. She wrote these words specifically for a meeting of two 
Presbyterian denominations which held a womenõs breakfast during a joint meeting of their general assemblies 
in Texas. Although she wrote the words for the partnership of men and women in ministry, the words can apply 
to all of us in our r elationships with each other.  Huber has a total of ten hymns listed in the NCH . The listed 
hymn tune òBeecheró was composed in 1855 and published in 1870.  Composed by John Zundel, it was named 
for Henry Ward Beecher, pastor of the church where Zundel served as organist for 30 years.  The two men 
collaborated on The Plymouth Collection , published in 1855. Our organist , Larry , opted for the tune òHyfrydoló 
instead.   Rowland Hugh Prichard, a native of Wales an d 1800s composer, wrote the tune òHyfrydol,ó which 
was published in 1844, òto provide more-appropriate music for Sunday School songs.ó  He composed it before 
he was twenty! A textile worker by trade, he composed church music as a hobby.  His tunes are simple but very 
powerful, as are many Welsh tunes. Welsh churches encourage singing, especially a capella, and their choirsõ 
sound is like none found elsewhere.  In Welsh, the tune title  means pleasant and melodious.  òHyfrydoló is used 
with two other NCH hymns too. Pritchard was also fond of developing new tune s for other òinappropriateó 
hymns too. This tune was harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams in 1906 .  (CAC 6/06 revised. òHyfrydoló 

information is in a CAC 3/10 article. ) 
 

These next two hymns are found only in the NCH  and have not been featured previousl y. They are relatively 
new to us. Mark How the Lamb of Godõs Self-Offering (NCH 167) is listed with the òbaptism of Jesusó hymns.  The 
text was written by Carl P. Daw, Jr. specifically for th e first Sunday after Epiphany and talks about Jesusõ 
baptism, journey in the wilderness , and asks us to renew our vows made at baptism.  Son of a Baptist pastor, 
Daw had three younger brothers. He studied piano and cello but received his B.A., M.A., Ph.D. in English, as 
well as a theology degree. He was encouraged to try hymn writing  while in seminary. Ordained in the Episcopal 
Church, he served as a chaplain at UConn-Storrs in addition to lecturing in English  there.  Dawõs name appears 
with ni ne other texts in the NCH. òRendez ¨ Dieuó was possibly composed by Louis Bourgeois and appeared in 
1551 in the Genevan Psalter.  The title comes from a French paraphrase of Psalm 188 which beings with these 
words.  Bourgeois, who was French, served as a choirmaster and cantor in Geneva where he met John Calvin 
and was asked to edit the Genevan Psalter for the Reformed Church. He has one other hymn tune in the NCH . 
 

The text for Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us (NCH 583) was written by Daniel R. Bechtel and is based on the 
scriptural imagery of the prophet Hosea.  It began first as a solo (1986) at Dickinson College in PA where Bechtel 
was a UCC minister teaching religion . This is his only hymn in the NCH.  The tune òAustinó was composed by 

 

Tell Me the Stories - February 2020 
 



William P. Rowan in 1992.  Rowan has degrees from Southern IL  Univ. and U Mich.  He has written anthems and 
has hymn tunes in recent Roman Catholic and Protestant hymnals, and his hymn settings are used at many 
hymn festivals around the world. He has been a director of music ministry and served as a liturgical music 
consultant in Lansing MI .  He has two other hymn tunes in the NCH . 
 

Our final hymn is My God, Accept My Heart This Day (PH 321, NCH 352).  I must admit that this one is relatively 
new to me.  If you check out the NCH  version which we did not sing , you can see how the editors have updated 
some of the words and phrases. The text, written in 1848, belongs to Matthew Bridges.  He wrote it the year he 
actually decided to leave the Anglican Church , in which  he had been brought up, and transition  to the Roman 
Catholic Church , because of the Oxford movement.  Earlier in his life, he had written works critical of the Roman 
Catholic Church.   These words placed it as a òconfirmationó hymn. It is said that he spent much of his later life 
in Canada.  He also wrote the original text which is the foundation for Crown with Your Richest Crown (NCH 301).  

William Jones composed the tune òSt. Stephenó in 1789 and it was first placed with a Psalm 23 paraphrase.  Jones 
later worked on it, made some harmonic changes and renamed it òNylandó for the town where he worked.  He 
was both an Anglican clergyman and a well -known writer, and became known as òJones of Nylandó when he 
was named the òperpetual curateó of the town in England. 
 
Resources used: Kenneth W. Osbeckõs Amazing Grace (1990); Robert J. Morgan Then Sings My Soul, Book 2 (2004); Ronald W. Thomsonõs 
Whoõs Who of Hymn Writers (1967); and The New Century Hymn al Companion , ed. Kristen Forman (1998).  
         
Cindy Morrell, associate in music 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you ready for summer?  
 Online registration for Silver Lake's 2020  summer programs is open Jan. 15!  

Log on to www.silverlakect.org  and sign up for a life-changing week of summer fun.  
 

Register by Jan 31 to save $50 (coupon code EARLY20).     See you at the Lake! 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=wgMtncY2UjZ6nM&tbnid=qjINcglFKo-FiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.onoise.com/music-in-the-year-2050/&ei=h7dfU5vwJaPsyQGj3YDoAQ&bvm=bv.65636070,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFncZowr1gTR8OkxIj9w2ICADO29Q&ust=1398868217535575
http://www.silverlakect.org/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

02       Holly Huebner  

03       Kate Hoffman  

04       Ryan Gage  

05       Bill Giles  

11          Judy Hemingway  

12       Brittany Bryan  

20       Kiki Tipton  

24       Suzanne Cordes  

26      Aaron Sabbs  

 

FELLOWSHIP HALL STOREé 

Open year round for your 

shopping convenience . 

Check out our gently used items 

for sale .  

We have an assortment of 

wonderful  treasures awaiting  

you NOW.  

 

This photo was labeled òTwins of the So. Hadley Falls Congregational Churchó reportedly 
taken in 1937.Can you identify any of the T wins ð One is a member of our Church.  One set of 
twins  are relatives of another member ð sharing her last name.  Maybe you know some of the 
othersé.let Thia know if you want more info.  

Just for funé.. 


