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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 
WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
 DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

 AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 

 
When there is a synergy at Center Church, I tend to notice it. Recently Gretchen LaBonte shared a sweet 
children’s conversation on what is a blessing. I made a mental note because I didn’t think she knew 
that our CE staff, Martha and Simone (and other volunteers), did a lesson on blessings, making blessing 
bags and taping messages of blessings around the church, even delivering a blessing bag to a man in 
Times Square! 

Then when a joint HR and PCRC Teams met, the topic of blessings arose; we discussed how God 
Moments are blessings. God Moments defined by me are an essential attribute/ blessing of God’s- the 
more we recognize God Moment’s (ahha’s), the more we live in gratitude, which allows us to see that 
all people are children of God’s. Another way to consider blessings is to look at those thin spaces (Celtic 
term) where the difference between God and us ceases to exist. As we prepare for Thanksgiving, squint, 
observe, be quiet, take time, and maybe even laugh or cry; to see how blessings are growing at Center 
Church. 

We could even bless another by what we bring to the table.      

 Blessings, Lori 

 

 

 

NEED A RIDE TO THE POLLS? – GIVE CENTER CHURCH A CALL! 
Drivers will be available on Tuesday November 6th!   532-2262 



 

The news kept coming this past week. 

 

11 people killed in a mass shooting at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

Two African Americans shot at a Krogers by a man who had just tried to break into a predominantly black 
membership church. 

Pipe bombs mailed to politicians, media and celebrities. 

And while a ballot question on transgender rights is posed in Massachusetts the current administration nationally 
pondered a policy to narrowly define gender. 

“The enormity of the world’s grief”, so strongly and poignantly felt when violence is done, in word and deed, 
because of Religion; targeting Jewish worshippers at a Synagogue, an expression of a growing dangerous trend 
toward anti-Semitism and hate based on religious identity.  

Race; targeting random African American shoppers, an expression of growing violence against people of color. 

Political ideology; targeting outspoken critics of the behavior and policies of the current administration; an 
expression of a spreading incivility that spills over into hurtful and hateful behavior. 

Gender orientation; targeting anyone outside of the heterosexual male/female binary ‘norm’.  This is an expression 
of a frightening oppression of people for who they are. 

“Do not be daunted” came the words in the echo chambers of social media.  Good and wise words in this time of 
perpetual grief.  Do not be daunted.  Do not let the constant flow numb or overwhelm you.  We are a people of faith 
whose hearts rise to the need.  In a world of enormous and overwhelming grief we are called to be people and 
churches of civility and safety.  Not a refuge to escape from the world, but the proverbial yeast that can leaven the 
whole loaf.  We are called to hear, learn from, and magnify the voices and experiences of those targeted for pain. 

So, let us be people and churches who are about God’s work.  

First, Pray.  Prayer has been bantered about a lot of late.  Too many people have seen prayer as a mask for inaction 
that perpetuates status quo.  Prayer is not about handing over our concerns to God, so we can go about our daily 
business.  It is not about putting a band-aid  

on a festering, infected wound.  At its deepest, prayer is about a transformational relationship which always begins 
with the one who prays. It calls us individually and collectively to do the deep soul-searching work, before our God, 
of examining our contribution to the problem.  Prayer is not about illusions of hope or fear, though God always 
welcomes those cries from the heart.  Yet, beyond that, it is about surrendering and opening to the presence of God 
that can change a human heart, beginning with yours, which in turn can change the world.  So…Pray. 

Then Vote.  This is not about voting for a particular political party.  It is about choosing wisely and faithfully those 
candidates who can bring safety and civility into the world.  Put your faith into action and vote in the weeks ahead.  

And then, Act.  Political polarization in our churches can be paralyzing.  And we wonder how to get past that. Keep 
wondering. What are you and your church called to do in your community, your places of work and your 
homes?  How can you connect with, stand with and learn from communities within your community who are most 
impacted by these words and deeds?  How can you be a presence and a voice for safety and civility; a presence and 
voice that condemns violence in all its forms? What public action or activity can you create or participate in to fully 
exemplify your faith? What are you already doing well that you can share as a resource for others?  
  

Because I believe that Living the Love and Justice of Jesus can transform our people, parishes and planet I commend 
to you these words: 

“We are not sent into this world mainly to enjoy the loveliness therein, 
nor to sit us down in passive ease; 
no, we were sent here for action. 

The soul that seeks to do the will of God with a pure heart, fervently, 
does not yield to the lethargy of ease.” 

~Dorothea Dix 
Rev. Don Remick 
Transitional Interim Conference Minister 
Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ 



We invite you to join us for supper and a movie on Monday November 5. Along with good 
fellowship and delicious food, we'll be watching a movie that invites us toward compassion and 
transformation. 

We will be watching the movie Gran Torino, a story of curmudgeonly Korean War veteran Walt who confronts 
his Hmong immigrant neighbors—and his own prejudices—when their teenage son Thao tries to steal Walt's 
beloved 1972 Gran Torino. Walt gradually assumes the unlikely role of guardian angel to young Thao. We will 
provide a simple supper of a variety of soups and breads. We envision the evening this way:          
     6:00 -- supper in Fellowship Hall 
               6:45 -- movie begins in the Meeting House Room, followed by discussion 
               9:00 or earlier -- homeward bound 
Feel free to speak to any of us of your interest in coming: Don Donihue, Lorain Giles, Karen Hyvonen, Randy 
Purinton, Anita Sarro.       We hope you'll join us movie buffs!  

 

 
Have you noticed our monthly vigils?  About once a month, Center Church community members and 

friends from the larger community have been gathering in “our front yard” to raise awareness about important 
social justice concerns.  Recent vigils have focused on health care as a human right, justice for LGBT people, gun 
safety, the economy, and global warming.  The response to our vigils has generally been positive.  We tend to 
get a good number of honks and waves.  Some folks avoid looking at us, even at long red lights, but that’s fine, 
too - we’re just there to raise awareness, and we never know if we’re planting a seed.  Everyone is welcome at 
the vigils.  We try to make them as convenient as possible by having signs ready-made and only standing for a 
half-hour, as we all have obligations and errands on our weekends.  
 If you feel so moved, we hope you will join us 

 

Advent Candle Lighting        Are you interested in lighting the candle during Advent worship 
or on Christmas Eve?  The lighting symbolizes the coming of Jesus into our midst. To sign up means lighting a 
candle or candles and reading a few brief words. If you or your family members have not lit the candles in the 
last three years and want to light/read, let Lori know. We welcome both individuals and families. 
 

And for your Christmas Planning – There will be ONE CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
THIS YEAR – PLEASE PLAN TO SHARE THE LIGHT WITH US AT 5PM. 

 
A WIN WIN         Eighteen youth, parents, and adults either cooked, prepared, sliced, frosted cakes for a 

meal of American Chop Suey, bread and cake for those who attending Cathedral in the Night in Noho on Oct 
28th. Thank you to Cathy Irish and Kiki Tipton for shopping for half of the food and making much of the meal 
beforehand. Thanks to all who brought in food and products! 
 

It is a win-win for us all. We all learn from serving and worshipping with those who are temporarily homeless. 
 
 

Thank you, Children and Youth CE for the wonderful job you did as our hosts for the month of 
October.  Thank you for our special time of coffee hour in The Promised Land on the last Sunday of 
the month.   

The Stewardship Team will be our hosts during November.  This team educates and motivates church 
embers to be good stewards, wise stakeholders and committed disciples.  They solicit pledges and 

raise money by planning and implementing the annual stewardship campaign.  They coordinate, with the 
Trustees, the development of the annual budget and efforts to assure the church’s continuing financial integrity 
and viability.  Members of the team are:  John Anz, Brian Lapis, and Gretchen LaBonte. 
 

Interesting Coffee Hour fact – 
 Pretzels are the preferred snack :  2 to 1 over animal crackers. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Remembering Center Church “Saints” 
All Saints Sunday 

                          November 4, 2018      
 

Janice Campbell Nelson          November 26, 2017                         

Carol Mae Lapis    December 4, 2017 

Edward E. Hazen, Jr.   December 5,2017 

James Maxwell    December 16. 2017 

Mildred Baldwin    December 24, 2017 

Evelyn (Edge) Simpson   December 24, 2017 

Elizabeth Souder    February  13, 2018 

Sean Sutton    February 12, 2018 

Tawnya Burnett    February 19, 2018F 

Frances Wilmoth Collins   March 16, 2018 

Miriam Kachadorian Markarian  March 17, 2018 

Peter Durnin Kovalesky   March 27, 2018 

Stephen A. Brooks   March 31, 2018 

Marjorie A. Chagnon   April 6, 2018 

William F. Jubinville   April 9, 2018 

Charlene Johnson    May 23, 2018 

Elinor Lois Burnett   June 5, 2018 

J. Larry Williams    June 22, 2018  

Barbara Noyes de Fremer;y   July 14, 2018 

Roland Michael "Mike" Thornton  July 22, 2018 

Robert "Bob" Sadler   July 22, 2018 

Carl W. Buschner    August 8, 2018 

Ann G Small    August 11, 1028 

Grace Elizabeth "Betsy" Bergen  October 20, 2018 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Continual:   
Emily Bangs-Orsini (at Mt. St. Vincent)  

Chuck Blakney 

Luke Bradley  

Marjorie Buschner  

Wayne Cowan  

Daniel Dempsey 

Tim Garrett’s friends David Drummond &   

        Sterling McAndrew  

Muriel Graham 

Lou Hamilton 

Jane Hazen 

Phyllis Lacoste 

Hector Reyes 

Anita Sarro’s son Michael in need of a transplant  
 

Anna Sibley 

Ruth Thornton 
 

Situational:  
Family and friends of Betsy Bergen who    
     passed away October 20th 

Shelly Granger 

Martha Guild’s father, Curt Guild 

Audrey Heaphy 

Tom Hazen, home 

Eunice Howes’ friend, Sarah Boynton 

Becky McArthur 

Lucio Perez, in Sanctuary in Amherst FCC 

Nancy Perman’s family on the passing of her father, 
George Harris  

Art Stanley 

Cayden, Barbara Blank’s great granddaughter, born 
premature 
 

We keep those serving in the military in our prayers. 

 
 

                                            

 
   

 



 
 

 

We are finishing up the Birthrights and Blessings unit and just loving this new Deep Blue rotation stations 
curriculum! November starts a new unit on Creation when Promised Landers will go through the rhythm of 
the Creation story: God speaks. Creation happens. God evaluates. We will also have some festive fun with the 
season of Advent. Yes, the holiday season is near! It’s going to be a wonderful season in Sunday School, full of 
many blessings of faith discovery! 
 

Martha Guild 
Christian Education Director 

 

 
 

October’s Youth Group was great! We continued with our new Generation Why 
curriculum lesson "Keeping the Garden". The youth learned about the importance of 
sustainability, only using the resources that we need, and our Christian responsibility 
to care for God's Creation. We will wrap up this curriculum soon, and then we will 
move onto another Generation Why curriculum, "The Radical Reign" all about Jesus's 
parables and what they mean for humanity. We are busy planning our fun Youth 

Group Lock-In on November 10-11. It is sure to be a fun time with GROG, Sardines, movies, and more! Let 
Emily or Claire know if you can attend by November 5th.       
 

Warmly, Emily and Claire 

 
 
        
 
 

 After having so many "Come to the Table" to hear and share the realities, challenges, hopes, dreams, prayers 
and plans for Center Church, we must now look ahead, taking our next steps (leaps) in our 

faith journeys. Stewardship Sunday - Pledge Sunday - is November 11th.  We invite all 

in the Center Church community to prayerfully consider what each of us shall bring to the 
Center Church table in the coming year and beyond...in spirit...in deed...and in financial 
support.  ALL that we bring to Center Church - together - will continue to keep our sacred 
home strong, generous, thriving and supportive of our congregation, our mission and ministry, and our local 

and global community. What Shall You Bring?  Please join us on November 11th so we can share all of our 
gifts, together, as one.                        
 

 Peace and Blessings,    Your Stewardship Team 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday, October 14th, during the church service, the Safety Task Team, in cooperation with the SH Fire 
Dept., held a fire drill in the education wing - All went well. This was the final step of our evacuation and 
lockdown plan for that area. We now have a procedure in place for the Lancaster Wing.  It will be available for 
review at our annual meeting along with the GO-BAGS. 

Our next endeavor will be the evacuation and lockdown procedure for the Sanctuary. We hope to have it 
completed before summer.  We will also be conducting an AED/CPR class, at no cost, for anyone who is 
interested in how to perform these procedures. Watch your Sunday Bulletin in the near future for more 
information.         Al Duffy 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Youth Group 
 

Stewardship 2018 ~ What Shall I Bring? 
 

 

From the Safety Task Force 



 
 
 

How are we doing financially?  So far, so good! BUT we are now heading into the heating season and our 
projected church utilities budget of $14,000 is already slightly over the amount.  We remain cautiously optimistic 
about the overall budget.  We continue to be blessed with the pledge payments made so far this year.  Your 
support is crucial to what’s happening at Center Church.  As you may have guessed from the luncheon meeting 
on October 21, the 2019 budgeting process is underway. Teams have been tasked with sending the Trustees their 
projected needs for the coming year and you heard about some of the exciting things that are planned. As you 
may have also guessed, our endowment income has been up and down a bit with the fluctuation in the stock 
market of late but in spite of that, we have recently received the second and final “payment” from our 
endowment’s interest for the year.  We continue to be most thankful for the work of the Activities Team and will 
be most interested to see the final net from the October Tag Sale.  We are also the recipients of gifts from folks in 
and outside of our church community and for that, we are also most grateful. 

We continue to work on issues about the building as the need arises and hope to have the problems with the 
Fellowship Hall kitchen and the Center Nursery School back doors solved very shortly.  In an effort to better 
distribute the heat in Fellowship Hall, we have recently purchased three ceiling fans which should help force 
some of the heat at the ceiling down into the room better.  By the time you read this, the rugs in the office door 
entryway and throughout the lower hallway will have been cleaned and deodorized to combat some of the 
musty smell from the summer. We are also working on fixing an erosion problem along the front north side of 
the sanctuary building. 

Center Church is also blessed with a caring, dedicated staff who work tirelessly on all our behalfs. Lori and Thia 
work hard at keeping the church running smoothly with all that they do, seen and unseen.  Bob keeps the church 
buildings clean, Martha, Claire, Emily, Chelsea, and Simone take very good care of our children and youth, and 
Larry, Cheryl and I work each week to provide meaningful and inspiring music to enhance our Sunday services. 
And all of you who volunteer on the various teams, task forces, and such are immensely helpful.  Thank you all! 

So, as you are thinking about your 2019 pledge, think about what you can bring, and “come to the table” so that 
we can continue our work here at Center Church, in South Hadley, and in the wider world-wide community. 

Cindy Morrell, secretary 

 

 

We Need Your Help! 
    Each year, although we sell a large number of items, we do have “left overs”.  All of us are hopeful that 

these items can be given to some organizations which might help them with their mission.  Our contacts 

include such places as Big Brothers-Big Sisters, Good-Will, Providence Ministries; Salvation Army, Lutheran 

Services, Jewish Resettlement, Survival Center, Safe Passage and the county jail.  We also try to make contact 

with other organizations who are perhaps holding a tag sale and Hospice shops.  However, it has become 

increasingly difficult to utilize these agencies due to them telling us that they no longer need items; that they 

have a full inventory; that they are out of storage space; or simply are no longer accepting items.  We can all 

speculate as for the reasons this is occurring, such as the fact that there are more and more tag sales being held 

in the late summer and fall .  Our church does not have the storage space to allow us to pack items away for 

the next year.  We do save out many things that would be appropriate to sell in the upcoming Holiday Bazaar 

and/or our small Fellowship Hall gift shop. 

  Therefore, we are asking for your help. PLEASE take a couple of boxes at the back of Fellowship Hall and 

either take them to your favorite charity or call Hartspring at 732-7111 to schedule a pick-up at your home 

(next pick-up Dec.1). The agencies will accept some boxes from individuals, although not from an 

organization.  You can pick up the boxes after church or anytime that the church is open - and thank you very 

much. 

 

News from the Trustees for November 2018 
 



 
 
 

The Council met on October 2, led by Randy Purinton moderator pro-tem. Randy gave an update on our website. 
Bill Alatalo of cde Vision in Holyoke has been working with Thia to clear outdated information and make some 
content changes. There’s still some old information to be updated. Thia will keep dated information corrected. 
It was agreed that the website is an important informational conduit for Center Church. 
 

CE has had positive feedback on its new Sunday school curriculum. Martha Guild continues taking some 
educational classes pertaining to Christian Education. The Youth Group leaders have need of more prep time 
and more hours in order to discharge their duties. There are now four confirmands taking instructions for 
eventual membership. Deacons are considering another Hymn Sing in December. HR is still asking for 
“evaluation” comments from each team. Membership sent out “We Miss You” letters to non-participating 
members. Outreach sent donation checks to: Food For Friends, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and Cathedral in 
the Night. The funds were raised from a recent Youth Group sponsored carwash. $1,500 has been pledged to the 
area Habitat Project. Stewardship sent out the annual pledge appeal letter. Trustees reported that our 
endowment is doing very well! Working on the 2019 budget is their main priority now. Three ceiling fans will 
soon be a reality in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Lori has received more hate mail which she has reported to the Police Department. She will keep them informed 
of any further such mail. It was MSV unanimously to release $50 from undesignated memorial funds for the 
purpose of purchasing CROPWalk T-shirts.  The next Council meeting is Tuesday November 6th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Center Church in Transition     Death:  October 20, Betsy (Field) Bergen, 90 years of age 
  

       David C. Morrell, clerk 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

 
 

December 1, 2018     
9am – 3:30pm 

For your Christmas Shopping  - there will be gift bags, pantry delights, chocolate sauce, meat 

lasagna and Butternut squash lasagna (for take-out) and a HUGE selection of Christmas decorations 
(NONE were sold at the Columbus Day Fair)and a great selection of books.   
 
Can you HELP??  We’d like to have a Cookie Sale – which was VERY successful the last 
couple years -  so PLEASE sign up to make a batch of Cookies.  New this year – we will be 
making wreaths to sell so if you have creative talent we’d love to have you help with those. 
 

We will be setting up for the Bazaar every day starting Tuesday November 20th – hours are 
flexible!  What’s good for you??  Let either David Morrell (532-1864) or Karen Anderson (536-0005) 
know if you can help.  Just a couple of hours is sooooo helpful during the week or on the day of the 
event. 
 

See our complete schedule of days and times to volunteer, on a later page in this newsletter. 

 

Notes from Church Council 



 
 

PIONEER VALLEY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
is ready to RAISE THE ROOF and Center Church will there to help.  

 

Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity is excited to partner with faith communities in 
making the dream of homeownership possible for low income families.   Three homes on a common driveway 
will be built on a site off Glendale Rd. in Northampton.  Each home will have three bedrooms and will be 
energy efficient with solar energy.  Construction has already begun and families have been chosen. 

This is not the first time Center Church has partnered with Habitat for Humanity.  In the fall of 2010 and 2011 
our Church joined with other faith communities to build two beautiful two story homes in Holyoke.  You can 
see pictures of the Holyoke Habitat projects on the bulletin board in the hallway next to the choir room. 

This fall Pastor Lori and a member of the Outreach Team met with staff of The Pioneer Valley Habitat for 
Humanity to explore possibilities of involvement.  Church Council was enthusiastic in its response to this 
initiative as was the Outreach Team.   On September 30th several members of our Church attended the blessing 
of the site further energizing us to move forward.  

As a result of our communication with Habitat and the positive response the Outreach Team has received, a 
pledge has been made for a minimum contribution of $1,500 and 25 hours of volunteer time.  Habitat 
anticipates 10 faith communities contributing a combined $30,000 toward this project.  We have the generous 
offer of $1500 matching grant from the John E. Hoffman Fund, which together with our donations could bring 
our contribution to $3,000, or l/10 of the needed total. 

We will have a speaker from Habitat on Sunday, November 18th, and there will be opportunity for questions 
after worship.  Watch in mid-November for a display of project progress, our accumulating donations, and 
where to sign up to lend a hand. 
 

CROP WALK….It was a perfect fall day in New England, cool but not too cold.  

The trees were bursting with color as 40 walkers from four churches stepped off.  
Their goal was to raise funds for development projects to reduce hunger 
worldwide.  Twenty-four walkers accepted the water challenge carrying one gallon 
of water weighing approximately 8 lbs. to appreciate the difficult task women and children face in obtaining 
water.  Women walk many miles daily risking violence from strangers as they venture beyond their safe zone.  
Nine walkers from Center Church participated, and three hundred and twenty-five dollars of the $ 1,638.65 
were raised by them.  This total was less than other years – both in funds raised and participants;  but the spirit 
and belief in the program was evident.  As money continues to come in through such means as online 
pledging, , we will give a full accounting of total dollars raised.  THANK YOU ON BEHALF OF THOSE IN 
NEED…and won’t you plan to join us next year? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Partners of the Month 

Again this year we would like to provide 

Thanksgiving Boxes 
to some of our friends who call during the year for assistance with food and Big Y gift cards. 

 

If you would like to donate to the boxes we will be needing:  stuffing mix, cranberry sauce, carrots,     
bags of potatoes,   acorn/butternut squash,     canned green beans,   canned crispy onions, 
pumpkin cookie or muffin mixes, and of course TURKEYS. 
 

Non-perishable items may be brought to the office at anytime and if you would like to provide a turkey let 
Thia know and we will keep a list and let you know when would be a good time to drop it off.  We would 
like to add a $25 gift card to the boxes if possible so if you would like to donate one of those let Thia know.                  

                                                                       THANK YOU!!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Columbus Day Fair 2018 
 

Many wreaths were for sale – as well as 
silk flower arrangements and live plants. 

Above – Fellowship Hall 
before the sale began – sooo 

beautifully organized! 

A Fellowship Hall view of the Kitchen gadgets 
area and the Linen display behind 

The Meetinghouse Room – furniture baskets, 
vases and frames abound! 

Above – an artfully 
arranged display in the 
Meetinghouse Room. 

Left  - Jewelry creatively 
displayed in the Chapel. 

Fun Tag Sale fact 

John Hoffman recorded over 2 

miles on his fit bit while setting 

up Fellowship Hall for the Tag 

Sale – way to help out and get 

in your daily steps! 



 
 
 
 
   The 2018 Columbus Day Fair was a great success.  For the first time we opened the fair for 3 days- 
Saturday, Sunday afternoon, and Monday.  Thanks to all of you for volunteering to help make it a memorable 
3 days.  Fifty-nine members, 11 friends of the church, and 5 youth helped in some capacity.  That’s a total of 75 
persons involved in this event!  Whether you helped set—up; worked during the fair or helped break it 
down…..thank you.  Whether you helped for an hour or helped in many capacities for many, many 
hours…..thank you.  If you supported the fair by baking for the bake sale, or brought in items for us to mark 
and sell….thank you.  AND if you purchased items….thank you.  Each of you contributed to a wonderful 
Center Church event. 

 We worked hard, we were tired, but we had a wonderful time of Christian Fellowship.  As of this date, the 
financial outcome shows a gross of $ 9680.00 and a net of $8668.13.               

  What happens to items not sold?  (please see separate report)  So far this year we have donated unsold items 
to the Survival Center; Jewish resettlement; Dakin’; and an organization which sponsors  scholarships for 
needy and promising students .  Please help us donate the remaining boxes to organizations such as Big 
Brothers -Big Sisters and Good-Will. 

  Yes, the 2018 Columbus Day Fair was a success…….and we thank you and look forward to having you  
participate again next year. 
 

FAIR COMMITTEES 

 Kudos to the following folks who took charge of the various categories:    

    Meeting House (furniture, lamps, pictures) -  David Morrell (assisted by his sister Polly who flies in from 
California for the event!) 

    Linens-  Nancy Towne (who marked linens every Tues. from May to October) and Elizabeth Griffin who 
arranged the tables and was on site all 3 days. 

   Books-  Lynne Bertram- from pricing and arranging, to selling. 

   Children-  Jean Hazen who marked children’s items for 5 months and Joyce Tomlinson and Linda Wolf 
who arranged the children’s area and were on site all 3 days. 

  Café-  Corinne and Eliot Chartrand- we’ll remember those delicious homemade soups!  

  Jewelry-  Jane Ting…from pricing to setting up to selling, Jane was our professional in residence 

                      The co-chairs for the fair were Karen Anderson and Bobbie Ayers.  They, too, have their 
“specialties”.  Karen is simply super with the presentation of the tag sale items.  It is Karen who knows how to 
display items so that they sell….she does an outstanding job that takes hours on end to achieve.  Bobbie 
handles the finances….she’s the one who can tell you how we did each day…..within each category …and our 
final financial report. 

To summarize, we had a successful fair…both by helping with the financial needs of the church  
 (2/3rds of the net goes to the general fund and 1/3rd goes to the Activity team’s fund). 

 AND through our most important objective….wonderful Christian Fellowship was felt throughout! 

 

Columbus Day Weekend Fair 
 



 From the Congo Tent and Café 
 

Weather was mixed…overcast, cooler, high 
humidity, misty, but no downpour.  We changed 
the day for our lunch, initial, but ended upselling 
both Saturday and Monday.  We thought the 
changes to the hours of the sale, now spanning 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday would drive more 

traffic to us on the first day.  The level of activity on Saturday was 
lighter than we anticipated, for both the tag sale and the lunch 
offerings.  Since we had roughly half of our prepared planned 
food offerings available at the end of Saturday, it was decided to 
open our food tent on Monday.  We ended up selling out all we had 
prepared; the soups, hamburgers and hotdogs, and baked potatoes.  
Saturday, we grilled outside and provided outside seating.  Monday 
was misty, so we cooked the burgers and dogs outside but sent 
customers to the Music Room for tables and chairs.   
 

Menu:  We got our “cover” approved by the health department so we grilled 100 hamburgers, 120 hotdogs, 
40+ baked potatoes with toppings, chili, and pumpkin bisque.  We used the leftover baked potatoes and 
toppings and made potato leek chowder to offer on Monday! 
 

Tuesday Morning Markers 
  

 Special thanks to the group of women who are affectionally known as “the Tuesday morning markers.”  They 

gathered each Tuesday morning for 2 1/2 hours from mid-April to the fair date to price each item contributed.  

They worked tirelessly, yet shared a couple of hours of “chatter” and catching up on all that had happened.  

This year’s markers were:    Bobbie Ayers, Lynne Bertram, Anne Farnsworth, Eileen Halkyard, Jean Hazen, 

Grace Hooten, Pat Landry, and Nancy Towne.  Also often joining us throughout our 7 months of work were 

Karen Anderson, Audrey Heaphy, Bryarly Lehmann, and Jane Ting.  

  For those who like statistics!  The “regular” 7 month gang each put in a total of approximately 50 hours or a 

combined total of 400 hours!   When you add the multi hours contributed of Karen, Audrey, Bryarly and Jane, 

the number of hours necessary to mark the tag sale items is greatly 

increased.  So thank you, one and all! 

 

Special Thanks 
    

 Special thanks go to Bob Farman, our sexton, Thia Jubinville, our 

administrative assistant, and to our pastor, Lori.   These wonderful 

people went well beyond a job description in helping with all aspects of the fair.  Bob moved all the designated 

items up to the first floor rooms, returned them at the end of the sale: was forever setting up and taking down 

tables, and carrying items to the right spot.  All this with a smile and  “no problem” on his lips! 

   All the time we were accepting items for the sale, Thia was willing to not just open the door in Fellowship 

Hall; but in helping unload the items from the cars.  She made all our signage and continually contributed to 

our plea of “what do you think?”  

   Finally, special thanks to Lori…our number one cheerleader!  She supported us throughout and encouraged 

us with good humor and a positive outlook.  Most Tuesday mornings we could count on Lori to come down to 

Fellowship Hall to say “hello”,  to check things out, and maybe buy a thing or two .  She supported the fair 

above and beyond her call to ministry….and we thank you!  

 

Another form of Ministry 
Rev. Lori, Rev. Winston and 

Rev. Randy worked the 
Café tent on Monday. 



 

 

 

The Seminary Building Fire 
Sunday September 27, 1896 

 

Recently, while researching for an article, I discovered a folder about the Mount Holyoke Seminary. Looking 
through some of the pages, a paragraph about the Female Seminary came to light. 
 

It was after a reception for the unveiling of the soldier’s monument 
to veterans of the Civil War on the Common that a fire broke out 
at the Mount Holyoke Female Seminary. By 4:30 in the afternoon, 
the alarm went up. A student spotted a fire in the boiler room 
under the gymnasium of the school building. The grounds staff 
was called to help. The students went into evacuation mode. Some 
students dragged a hose from the “cookroom” while others 
brought fire extinguishers. Unfortunately, the chemicals escaped 
from the extinguishers while they tried to activate them rendering 

them useless. Another disadvantage was that there was no fire brigade organized for that year. 
 

It being a Sunday, many Center Church members were nearby and came to the rescue! They formed a bucket 
brigade. The South Hadley Falls Fire Department arrived but without an adequate water supply, could do very 
little. The Holyoke Fire Department was also called. They were four miles away. However, it took them three 
hours to get there because the fire chief had to give his permission and he was out on an afternoon drive. 
Northampton responded sooner, but it took about as long to get their engine to the Seminary. By this time the 
whole structure was engulfed. The walls then toppled.  
 

The corridor to the library building was manually demolished which saved it. Furniture and other belongings 
were rescued by the students and villagers. Previously, before the fire got out of control, students bundled up 
what items they could and wrapped them in sheets and tossed them from windows. It is said that one girl 
“appeared with two tennis rackets and a double-barreled shot gun.” Messages were sent to parents and friends 
stating that there was no loss of life. President Elizabeth Mead (member of Center Church) stayed on the steps 
of the village school across the road from the fire. From there she issued orders and “planned arrangements for 
carrying on and securing its replacement.” At the front gate, names of students were taken and the villagers 
(many of them Center Church members) opened their homes to as many as they could accommodate. Others 
were assigned to homes in Holyoke, Northampton and Springfield. These volunteers continued to supply 
housing for the next year while the new (current campus) took shape. One student, Grace McKinley, (niece of 
President McKinley) chose to stay on even after her family insisted that she return home to them!   
 

Monday morning following the fire, the ruins became a “must see 
spot” for people all over the area. Thanks to the combined efforts of 
all the fire departments, the one building saved was the library. It 
became the focal point for the students and faculty while the campus 
recovered. That morning the students were instructed to “report at 
the church (Center Church) at nine o’clock for roll call.” All were 
accounted for “without a single injury!” At that point it is said that all 
the students “arose to sing: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 
At that gathering President Mead “urged upon the girls to stand 
loyally by the College and enable it to carry on.” The appeal was met 
by thunderous applause and cheering! 
 

In this season of “thankfulness” we at Center Church can be proud 
of our historical heritage of generosity and caring. And we should always “praise God from whom all 
blessings flow!”                                              David C. Morrell, Center Church historian 

 

From the Church Historian 
 



 

 

 
 

All three hymns featured here have been written about previously.  Jesus Took the Bread, one of the lovely 
communion hymns found in the New Century Hymnal (343), was first used by another of our sister UCC 
churches out in Milwaukee.  Written by Ruth Duck, it was one of the hymns in the first of her two hymn 
collections, Dancing in the Universe.  Her second collection was entitled Circle of Care.  She wrote the words 
after a liturgical summer study at Notre Dame in 1980.  It is a reflection on the “actions of communion – taking, 
blessing, breaking, giving” during that time period.  For this hymn, she also composed the music and gave it the 
tune name of “New Hope”, where it was first sung.  Ruth has evolved into a “well known, innovative and 
enlightened” wordsmith, but she is also a musician, as evidenced by this tune.  The tune was re-arranged by 
Randall Sensmeier for her first hymn collection.  He is a Lutheran cantor as well as an associate editor for G.I.A. 
Publications. (CAC Dec’07) 
 

We Worship you, O God (NCH 26, O Worship the King PH 6) was written by Robert Grant, born in India (another 
late 1700s-early 1800s person), who was a lawyer, a member of Britain’s Parliament from Scotland, was knighted, 
and was eventually made governor of Bombay, India.  He was known as a “devoutly evangelical Christian” 
who believed very strongly in the missionary outreach of the Anglican church and was so revered in India that 
a medical college in Bombay was “built in his honor and named for him.”  One of his initiatives while in 
Parliament was to introduce a bill “to remove civil restrictions against the Jews.” After his death at age 59, his 
brother published 12 of his hymns and poems, but this hymn text is the only one still used today and it is 
considered a “model for worship.”   The hymn tune “Lyons” has been attributed to Haydn’s younger brother, 
Johann Michael, who wrote over 360 works for the church including a number of hymn tunes.  The tune was 
another introduced in the U.S. by Lowell Mason who found it in Sacred Melodies (1815) of William Gardiner.  
The major difference between our two versions is the updating of words and making it more gender-friendly.  
(CAC Nov 09)  
 

Take My Life and Let it Be (PH 404, NCH 448) was written by Frances R. Havergal, an Englishwoman who lived 
in the mid-1800s and was best known as the “consecration poet.” Kenneth Osbeck reports that she began 
“reading and memorizing the Bible” at age four. At age seven, she already wrote in verse.  In addition to that, 
she was very musical and trained as a concert soloist.  Her father, an Anglican clergyman, worked during his 
life to improve and compose English hymnody, and encouraged her work.  It is said that on December 2, 1873 
on an Advent Sunday, she made a complete “consecration of herself to Christ,” deciding to devote her “life’s 
mission...to sing and work only for Jesus.”  She wrote this hymn after that in 1874 as the result of a visit with ten 
people in a house where, upon her prayer request that all those “unconverted” in the house would be converted, 
her prayer was fulfilled as a result of her “witnessing” there.  Her original words are found in the PH version.  
The sense of their meaning has been kept, but the wording has been updated somewhat in the NCH version. It 
is said that she “constantly reviewed the words to renew her spiritual life.” She also wrote two other hymns, but 
died at the young age of 42.  At one point, she felt called, as this hymn says, to send her “silver and her gold” – 
jewelry and family heirlooms – to the Church Missionary Society.  She really believed in what she had written.  
Frances had one other hymn in the NCH God Speak to Me that I May Speak. The hymn can be sung to two different 
tunes.  One, Hendon, listed as the alternate in our hymnbooks, was written by Cesar Malan, an ordained Swiss 
pastor of the State Reformed Church.  He was a noted Evangelist who preached throughout France, Belgium 
and Great Britain and wrote over 1000 hymn tunes.  The tune that we sing was written by Justin Knecht before 
Frances was even born, and is called Vienna. (CAC J/Aug ’05) 

 

Cindy Morrell, associate in music 
 

Resources used: Kathleen Blanchard’s Stories of Favorite Hymns (1940); Robert Guy McCutchen, Our Hymnody (1937); 
Handbook to the Church Hymnary, ed. James Moffatt (1927); Robert J. Morgan’s  Then Sings My Soul  (2003) and  Then 
Sings My Soul Book 2 (2004);  Kenneth W. Osbeck’s Amazing Grace (1990) and  101Hymn Stories (1982); Jane Smith and 
Betty Carlson’s Great Christian Hymn Writers (1997); and  The New Century Hymnal Companion, ed. Kristen Forman 
(1998). 

 

Tell Me the Stories  - November 2018 
 



 
 
 
 

 

Coming Soon!   The 2018 Holiday Bazaar  
 
 We are getting better every year thanks to many helping hands.  Sooooo… are you wondering how you can 
help??  There are lot of ways – from set up, assisting with food preparation, making a batch of cookies, creating 
wreaths and of course working the day of the Bazaar.  What is good for YOU?  A couple hours times a lot of 
folks adds up – every little bit is appreciated!  Below is our schedule of set up and prep so look it over and let 
Karen Anderson (536-0005) or David Morrell (523-1864) know how you can help.  
 

AND….  Donations of Christmas related items to be sold at the   
Bazaar will be accepted through November 26th. 

You may bring items to the church during Office Hours 
 and Thia will help you bring them in. 

 

Schedule of work hours: 
 

Tuesday/Wednesday November 20/21  9am – 1pm Set up 
Friday November 23   9am – noon,  1pm – 4pm  Set up 
Saturday November 24   9am – 1pm Set up 
Monday November 26    9am – 4pm  Set up 
Tuesday November 27    9am – 2pm Set up             2pm – 4pm Cutting Greens 
Wednesday November 28   9am – 4pm    Starting Food preparations 
Thursday November 29    9am – 1pm  Food prep    1pm – 4pm   Wreath making 
Friday November 30   9am – 4pm   Finish food prep and complete set up  
 

Please sign up to work on the day of the Bazaar - Saturday December 1st  
 
______ 8:45 – 10:45            ________ 10:30 – 12:30                  ________  12:15 – 2:15            ______ 2:00 – 3:45 
 

______ I will bake a batch of cookies   (drop off anytime Friday November 30 or by 9am December 1st )  

 
 
Name  ___________________________________________________________     
 

Please help to make this the BEST Bazaar ever! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drop-Ins WELCOME 
at any of these times! 

 

Holiday Bazaar 2018 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Center Church has an Instagram page! 
It’s @centerchurchsouthhadley, and people should contact Youth Leaders 

                              Emily at carle22e@mtholyoke.edu or 
                             Claire at clairemhouston97@gmail.com 

               if they would like something posted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the first Sunday of each month, 
please bring any of the following items to worship: 

 
   Canned vegetables             Canned fruits                         Cereals          Soups 

 

        Dried Pastas          Rice                                                         Canned beans           Tuna Fish 
 

   Peanut Butter     Jam/Jelly                                                             Juices       Crackers 
 

          Spaghetti sauce                                                                                     Meals in a can 
     

The monthly offering is used for direct appeals to Center Church 
and for donation to local food pantries. 

 

  Our gifts are extended to the hungry and the poor -  those who need them most! 
 Food offerings may be left inside the Church Street entrance at other times. 

 

Thank you for your compassionate response! 
 

 

 

 
 

01 Rachel Buckley 

04 Charlotte Buijnarowski 

05  Bev Noonan 

06 Wendy Williams 

07 Jamie Morrell 

 Brittany Tipton 

11 Sarah Lovelace 

13 Bob Hazen 

 Bob Judge 

16 Karen Anderson 

19 Chloe Sabbs 

21 Jeffrey Lovelace 

30 Nancy Lutes 

 Carol White 

 

mailto:carle22e@mtholyoke.edu
mailto:clairemhouston97@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP HALL STORE… 

Open year round for your 

shopping convenience 

Check out our gently used items 

for sale  

We have an assortment of Fall 

and Holiday treasures  

awaiting you NOW. 

Be sure to check out  

           the books 

 in the back of the hall! 

 
Claim who you are  

and what you believe 
on November 6  

at your voting precinct. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                                Ministers:  All Church Members 
                                      Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                 Minister Emeritus:            Rev. Charles P. Blakney 

 

                Christian Education Program                                       Music Program 
                  Children:   Martha Guild                                              Organist:       Larry Schipull 
                  Youth:       Claire Houston                                    Choir Director:      Cheryl Cobb                                                 
                  Adult:       Randy Purinton, Team Chair         Associate in Music:      Cynthia Morrell 
                                                                   

 

     Office Administrator: Cynthia Jubinville 
                   Sexton:     Bob Farman 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


