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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

OCENTER CHURCH 6
United Church of Christ
One Church Street
South Hadley, Massachusetts 01075

(413) 5322262
email: centerchurch@verizon.net
website: centerchurchsouthh adley.org

ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON ,
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION,
WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY,
DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS SHARE OUR TEARS ANDLAUGHTER,
AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AN D JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD.

If I dondét exercise, how can | expect to be healthy?
what is just, or act with compassion, how can | expect to grow my faith? And so it is with church
life.

I f we donot hoa and acton il how ean tva grow? On June 6 t the Council will be
discussing 1 -3 concrete goals for Center Church from June 2017 -June 2018. Studies show that if
we just maintain church as it is, it will lose momentum and eventually die. If you have specif ic
goals for Center Church to consider, let me or Council Members know  (John Anz, Bobbie Ayers,
Eliot Chartrand, Kate and John Hoffman, David Morrell, Joyce Tomlinson, June Harris) . Gretchen
LaBonte from the Deacons is the Moderator of the Month who will | ead us in this discussion.

Each Team has been asked to develop their own goals for the year ; for example, one of the
Trustees goals is to increase outside income for use of the building; f or Qutreach, two of their
goals are: communicate the ministries we do out on the front yard and even do some ministries
out front and work with immigrants/refugees. One of the goals for CE is to pair a Promise Land

open house before a concert on The Common one Thursday evening. Other teams have their

goals as well.

How may Center Church continue to be a vibrant, caring, and justice seeking church?

The first step we can take is to wear red on June 4 th

Joyfully, Lori




On Children6s Sunday we paid trib
School Superintendent Rol and A Re do0s. Redipassed

away in February but will live on in all the children T many now
adults i whose lives he touched. The following remembrance
was read during worship on May 21 st Thank You Red!

fiMr. Roberts knew more about what was going on in

the Sund ay School than anybody else. He was there

every Sunday. All week long he was thinking about us young
people. He was our friend. He took attendance but never got

mad at us for not being in Sunday School. He understood family
life. What was important to ever ybody was his friendly face.
Even as a church elder he was a Sunday School student at
heart. So we wanted to remember Mr. Roberts today during this
Children's Sunday service. Someday we may meet again in
heaven where he will be waiting for us, taking atten dance and
smiling, happy to know that he made a difference in our lives.

Thank you, Mr. Roberts."

<N Kudos to Karen Anderson and David Morrell for a wonderful and financially

C:@% successful Plant Sale! The plants were plentiful and beautifully displayed
Qb Jennett Teece joined them in spending many hours digging and transplanting
perennials in individual pots. An added attraction this year were sun catchers

for the garden made by Corinne Chartrand and Nancy Perman. They turned
out t o be quiEtioe Chartramdrant dhe coffee and muffin table, which
also proved successful. Thanks to all of you who donated muffins, perennials,
who purchased plants, and those of you who helped with the set -up, take down
and sale in general.
We donét h aalfigureslyet, but werknow the gross was just over $1,800 and we
anticipate the net to be around $1,700.

June 4 ™ isPentecost é Show Yy ourobjiepring iRED. Among Christians, Pentecost
commemorates the decent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus. For
this reason, Pentecost is sometimes described as t I1
wear red? Scripture describes the descent of the
wear red to symbolize these to ngues of fire that represent the Holy Spirit. See you in red this
Sunday.

OnJune9"fiDatelined may be ai r(lionm ghadwithethein sevea manthsago. |
They interviewed me regarding a Center Church friend, Cara Rintalla, who was convicted of
murdering her spouse. | explained to the interviewer that while | have an opinion by no means

does it necessarily reflect the members and friends of Center Church. | am deeply committed to
support ing all members and friends of Center Church, as Jesus has taught us.

Bible Study At Loomis V ilage 10:30am
Junel : Acts2:1 -21 Pentecost
Acts 5:1 -29-Ananias and Sapphira lying to their community

June 15;: Acts9:1 -25-Paul 6 s conversion

June22 : Actsl12:1 -18 Peterds escape from Pri g
Acts 20:7 -12 Eutychus falls from the window

Please call the church office if you would like to meet Lori in the Church parking lot
to ride with her to Loomis.
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PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLO WING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Situational:
Ruby Carver

Betsy Bergen  following a hospital s tay

Lesley Dunbar, Betsy Bergenbs sister
Judy Hemingway

Kate Hoffman

Eunice Howes son

Lucinda Kidder 06 switsgameri n | aw

Peter Kovalesky following surgery ,
DavidRyder Bar bara Hubbardbés brother

Continual:

Emily Bangs -Orsini (at Mt. St. Vincent)
Chuck Blakney
Luke Bradley
Marjorie and Carl Buschner
Wayne Cowan
Daniel Dempsey
Tim Garr et tBasgid Orummend & Sterling McAndrew
Muriel Graham
Lou Hamilton
Jane Hazen
Phyllis Lacoste
Bob Merritt
Hector Reyes
Ani ta Sar r o0 saelsimneed bfia tramsplant
Jil Therrien , Linda Wol fbés niece
The Tipton family
We keep all those serving in the military in our prayers

Thank you, Deacons, for being s uch wonderful hosts during our May
coffee hours.

During June, the Human Resource Team will be our hosts. This team
oversees and coordinates terms and conditions of engagement and
termination for all paid positions at the church, with the exception of the

ﬂ: 5 senior pastor. They make recommendations to the Trustees on
i compensation, benefits and periodic adjustments for staff. Human resource
Coffee Fe”owsLip members work with the Pastor - Congregation Relations team for pastoral
job performance evaluations as needed. The t eam is also responsible for

the employee handbook, relative to the descriptions, conditions and the like. Members of this
team are: Karen Anderson, Matt Francis, Anita Sarro, Kiki Tipton, and Nancy Towne.




CHILDREN G5 CHRISTIAN EDUCATIO N

%ELC@NE% € b the newest members of Center Chustio pined by Confirmation

onJune 4. TeaganAnz, JonaLlarke and Henry Strand.

We invite you to introduce yourself to the youth after the worship service and share why Center
Church is important to you.

s e e o s P s P e Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt P

Greetings Families and Friends o f the Promised Land Sunday School,

Sunday, June 11, will be our last class this school year. What a journey of faith this school year

has been! Thank you to everyone who has taken this journey with me in the Promised Land! A

special thanks to Julie Burke, who is an amazingly patient, confident, kind and resourceful co -
teacher this year with our pre -school students. Also, many thanks to Kate Hoffman, the chair of

our Christian Education Team, who persevered and lead us through a fantastic year! Soon,

school will be out and summer is just around the bend. Speaking of summer, the Children's

Christian Education Team is planning on hosting a potluck in August for our current church

families and friends. Yes, we'd like to cast a wider net and ask families to invi te a new family to
come along and check out our vibrant church school community. Afterwards, we can all enjoy a
summer concert at the Commons! More details to follow......stay tuned!

In Faith, Martha Guild ~ Christian Education Director

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Promised Land's Birthday Wishes gift drive!
We collected dozens of toddler toys and books, and for the teens, we collected several sports

balls, water bottles, and drawstring bags, some lovely wooden puzzles and games, and a

huge collection of cosmetics and grooming products. All were deliv ered to the South Hadley
Birthday Wishes office, and they will brighten the birthday parties of area homeless children

and youth.

Youth Group

\e)o/kefe~ CONGRATULATIONS  to Youth Group Leader Claire  Houston onreceiving the

_/“I ¢ ™
Yyﬁf‘ § MHC Golden Lyon Award i A student leadership award

wu This award is given in recognition of students who have positively influenced a
program or organization from behind the scen es with a positive attitude, a
willingness to help in whatever capacity necessary and a commitment to excellence. Claire was
one of six recipients - the only sophomore with five graduating seniors. GO CLAIRE!

—




News from the Trustees for June 2017

Our financial good news is that we are ri ght about where we should be for the end of April and

our expenses were actually less than our income. Many thanks to all of you who are keeping

pledges current or those who have even paid a little ahead. It is much appreciated. And we are

pleased to rep ort that we have received several gifts toward the new lavatory which have
fcoveredo the actual cost so we wil!/l be moving fo
come. Sincere thanks to those folks!! We are also thrilled that the church was the ben eficiary of

a substantial gift from the estate of Gwen Glass. We have gratefully accepted the gift and

placed it in the endowment as requested. It also turns out that April was another good month

for our investments and we thank our investment team for k eeping close watch on those, along

with our Wells Fargo agents.

Our subcommittees are hard at work. Our Fellowship Hall exterior window contractor is ready to

put back shortly the concrete slabs on the outside of the big south windows, and will work on the
north side windows this summer. We continue to work on other small projects (removing the

outside shed, fixing the hole in wall by choir room T thanks Randy!, repairing the drinking
fountain bubbler, finding a new monitor to enable the chimes programs to function, and new

levers for cold/hot in the handicapped lavatory sink). You may have also noticed the new bulletin
board in the entryway against the office wall and if you go into the choir room, you will see a

new blackboard and repositioned bulletin board. If you were in church on May 21, you may have

noticed that there were parking spots available in spite of the MHC Commencement i huge
thanks to parking Acopso Al Duffy and Tom Wall er!
Church Sttandmove d el sewhere. We are continuing to work

use whenever use of alcohol is requested. As the official church year winds down for the
summer, we always remind folks that expenses do not take a vacation. We will be at Center
Church for the rest of June and all of July, but in August we move to Granby. Know that you can
still put checks for us in their collection plates and they will reach us. Or you can send your
checks directly to Thia in the church office.

Cindy Mor rell, secretary

Notes from Church Council

The May 2 meeting was moderated by Kate Hoffman, chair of CE. Rev. Lori Souder reported that
the Confirmands will be confirmed on Sunday June 4. Our participation in Cathedral in the Night

in Northampton will be on June 25 and Lori is l ooking for wvolunteers. Lorfi
for Progressive Renewal is coming to conclusion. She has developed goals and is asking Council

for its input/take about the goals. There will be discussion at the June Council meeting. CE has
been notifie d that Julie Burke is stepping down as a Sunday School teacher. An Open House for

the Sunday School is being scheduled for a Thursday evening in August. Membership has begun
its new Aprogramo of welcoming newcomers t o Geackeer
of popcorn and a note attached, iGl ad you poppec

Outreach has chosen June as #AStr engt hSewardship e willCoe sporsdriag m|
future ARAappr eci altusteen reeeives ratgenerous monetary don ation which will be
enough to start and complete the new lavatory in the Church Street foyer! Construction is to

start this swuprnedged Nornoj ects are being reviewed.
Lori has asked the Council to consider who €buour @h
community outreach. What should be our intentional goal/priority for the next year? Where do

we want to fAgrow?o

David C. Morrell , clerk

ut




Outreach Partners of the Month
AHe ar t #$antsdo Hope

THREE REFUGEE FAMILIES LEFT HOMELESS BY FIRE

On Friday, May 5 ' a fire destroyed a building in W estfield housing three refugee families. The
multi -family apartment house was completely destroyed along with a vehicle parked in the

driveway. Fifteen people were left homeless including nine children. Fortunately no one was
seriously injured.

Having f led war in Syria and Iraq several years ago, these three families now face starting over

again. A decision was made at our May Outreach Team meeting to send $500 to Jewish Family

Service, one of our Mission Partners, to assist families with housing and ot her needs.

The Center Outreach Team

On behalf of Center Church and in honor of Pentecost Sunday, the Outreach Team is donating
$150 to the UCC Strengthen the Church drive. Where does the money go?

a) To seed brand new churches that bring hope to people on the mar gi ns who
in church otherwise

b) To help established churches begin projects working with refugees and immigrants

c) To fund creative ideas experimenting with new way Christian millennials are gathering

celebrate]ts

100 years of soliing problews and &[ng families

May 24, 2017

First Congregational Church
1 Church St #1
South Hadley, MA 01075

Dear Friends of JFS,

Because of your generosity, refugee families will continue to receive hope, strength and healing. We are
grateful for your recent gift of $500 to Jewish Family Service of Western Massachusetts Refugee
Resettlement Program to help refugees find 2 new home.

It is clear that in this very challenging time, you stand firm with us in our commitment to welcome the
stranger and protect the refugee. Your support helps us offer essential programs and services that assist
our New Americans to transition to their new home.

“JFS picked us up from the aitport and brought us home- I mean here to Springfield. Life was
strange here because we didn’t know how to use the gas, electricity and manage a house but we
were really happy here. I believed my wife will deliver a good, healthy baby here. I thank JFS for

helping me find my first job and inspiring my wife and I to go to community college.”
-Tappa family from Bhutan

You have helped us make the world a better place. You have helped us take a stand for community and
compassion. You have made a difference.

With appreciation and best wishes for a sunny summer!
" .
[vie

Maxine J. Stein, MSW
President and CEO

/’if't//&ﬂfvmwia !

P.S. If you would like to speak with me personally about your gift, please let me know either by email
m.stein@jfswm.org or by phone (413) 737-2601. I would be delighted to meet with you.

For your tax: records, please be informed that the entire amount of your gift represents a charitable Z since no
Loods or services were provided in return for this donation.

Jewish Family Service of Western M

eet
eld, MA 01108
601




Columbus Day Fair - 2017

Pl ease dondt forget wus!! This major fundraise
October for a myriad of tasks dur i nginthéprchaselofe
the many emporium itemsé.. HOWEVER, we al so nee
l onger want; but that someone else will think

Hall anytime that the church office is open . Most Tuesday mornings there will be folks there to
help you bring the items in from your car. If you would like to drop items off at a time when the
church is not open, please just call the office and we will arrange a time convenient for you

Thanksé

s s s s s s s s s s P s P s P P P P Pt P Pt P Pt P P Pt P Pt P P Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt P P Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt Pt P Pt Pt Pt P P Pt Pt Pt P Pt

SPRING HOUSECLEANING é

Remember the Columbus Day Fair Emporium e .

T Bring your items to Fellowsh I p Hal l
Please have them CLEAN AND IN WORKING ORDE Ré€ .
WHAT DOES SELL....

We look forward to receiving, marking (pricing) and selling: @
Dishes Glassware  Knick knacks Jewelry  Lamps Linens
Artificial flowers  Decorative pillo ws Vases Pots and pans Baskets
Sm all appliances in good condition Pictures Frames  Hardware
Purses & bags Paperback books Hard cover books Toys Games
/ Puzzles Stuffed animals Outdoor chi |l drends toys
“ Decorations (indoor or outdoor) for any holiday EXCEPT CHRISTMAS

(save those for the Holiday Bazaar!)

Small furniture items such as end ta bles, small dressers, chairs
(NOT beds, couches, recliners)

This is not an all inclus ive list. If any questions, give us a call!

Pl ease remember we ar e N @Ectraicseneoptsporting é .
good items, records, reference books, old magazines and large household
replacement items such as chandeliers, kitchen fixtures, etc.




Getting to Know You I June 2017
Gretchen LaBonte

Gret chen Nadine Streiff LaBonte grew up in the Cleveland OH area,
graduating from Mentor High School. Her parents are both United Methodist
pastors. She has three siblings: brother Fritz and family live in the Cleveland
area; sister Beth and family also there , and newly married brother Peter and
wife Kelly live in Atlanta. Gretchen was very active in both her UM church and
the community. She has always been involved with music - both as a singer
and harpist, continuing those passions now as an adult by playing with various
community orchestras throughout the last few years. She is also an alto in our
choir but is not playing with any specific orchestras presently. Gretchen

\ graduated from Otterbein College (OH) with a psychology major and music
minor. She also h as a Masters (Student Affairs in Higher Education) from Colorado State Univ.,
and since then has worked at three others: Roger Williams Univ. - RI; Wesleyan Univ. - CT,; and
now Hampshire College. Her work has primarily been in student activities, leadership
development, new student orientation programs, but has most recently included working with
students in crisis, and student conduct. An over af
passion and focus on social justice education and integrating that int o all parts of n

Gretchendés Dbans bomesdirom Holyoke and his one sister Stacy and family live in
Chicopee. His parents live in Southampton. Dan graduated from Holyoke High School, received

a B.S. from Roger Williams Univ. (marine biology) , and a Masters degree from Northeastern
Univ. (Higher Education Administration). Dan has worked in higher education for nine years at

Roger Williams, Wesleyan Univ., and now at UMass Amherst. He worked at Berkshire Hills Music

Academy for a year when the vy first moved to South Hadley, about two years ago. Before all of

that, Dan worked in fisheries management in Turners Falls, as well as on large fishing vessels in

Alaska as an observer! He is currently a training & development specialist in Residential L ife -
Human Resources at UMass.

Gretchen and Dan came to the area originally for her work at Hampshire but it also gave them a
chance to be near his family here in the Pioneer Valley. Gretchen joined Center Church last
December . Her eds wh yor a didrch eommuhity tht iis doging,f compassionate,
and seeks ways to engage in meaningful and important conversations not only about God and
Jesus, but about our role as Jesus' followers to do the work of loving others in many different
ways (through mis sions, feeding others, creating community by supporting each other in good
times and in hard times, and by challenging each other to learn about what it means to be like
Jesus). | am also looking for a church that is inter -generational and that
values the opportunity to be in community with folks from across all
stages of life. | have been an active member of my churches throughout

my life and look forward to continuing that with my participating at
Center Church. o

Gretchen loves to travel to places nearby and abroad, go to museums,
learn new things, watch movies, sew, bake, downhill ski, hike, and do
indoor rock climbing. In addition to choir, she is currently serving as a

new Deacon. Dan likes to read, talk about social justice topics and
education, liste n to music, rock climb, be outside hiking or biking, and
has enjoyed working in the yard and doing projects on their house. Dan

has also been taking cello lessons for about a year and a half.

Cindy Morrell  (and Gretchen)




From the Historian T June 2017

BISSELL ALDERMAN - ARCHTECT
1912 -1999

ltds been said dlf there be one humé
fullest the distinctions of art and science, it is the practice of
architecture. o The | ate Bissell Al d

While researching various hist  orical facts about Center Church for

our proposed National Historic Register application, | was asked to

submit information about the architect who designed our 1956

 fieducationo building which is named
former church member, Biss ell Alderman, was awarded the contract.

e S L o TR o SR
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. Mr. Alderman was born in Holyoke on September 17, 1912. He was

| the son of architect George Perkins Bissell Alderman and Hortense
(Goslee). Bissell was educated in the local Holyoke schools and was

a high school cla ssmate of my father -in-law James P. White. Mr.
| Alderman received his B.A. in Architecture from M.I.T. in 1935, and

| married Mary Compton that same year. The couple had three

daughters: Jean Hazen (our church member), Mary Lord, and Holly
Bissell Alderman Alderman (a renowne d professional artist/photographer). His

1912 -1999 brother Wayne Alderman and sister Hortense Cooke were active
members of our church and the surrounding community. His niece
Dorrie Alderman Blakney is married to our Minister Emeritus Charles P. (Chuck) Blakney.

Bissell Alderman went back to M.I.T. and obtained a Masters in Architecture in 1937. He then

taught Architecture there from 1938 -39. At the University of Washington (Seattle) he taught
Architecture and Planning from 1939 -41. He returned to M.I.T. where he wa s Assistant Professor
of Architecture from 1941 -43. From 1943 -45 he was a Colonel in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He
served with the 8 ™ Air Force Division in England during WWII where he was involved with
Afdamage assessmento meani ng wh a é thesniogt damage, ratc. Aftemtioeu | d
War, he received the USAF Medal of Freedom!

During his college undergrad years (1930 -34) he worked as a draftsman
architectural firm. His father designed many public and private buildings in Holyo ke. Bissell
worked with his father on the design of the Holyoke Post Office on Dwight Street in Holyoke. In

the summer of 1938 he worked on the design for the new Mass General Hospital in Boston and

in 1938 he received honorable mention for the design of t he Smithsonian Art Gallery in
Washington, DC. He also won 5 ™ prize for his design of the School of Fine Arts and Theatre for

the College of William and Mary. He became a registered architect in 1942 and helped design the

power plant for South Portland, ME . From late 1945 to August 1946 he was designer -in-charge
of the $12,000,000 DuPont Research Laboratory! In 1946 he became the senior partner in

Alderman and Alderman of Holyoke.

Bissell carried on the professional work of his father who had died in 1944 . The firm represented
three generations of Alderman architects. Besides numerous industrial and retail buildings, the

firm designed five UMass dormitories! He later formed a partnership with engineer Archibald S.

McNeish in 1950 that became Alderman and M cNeish of Holyoke. This was the firm that designed
our Lancaster Wing! He continued designing buildings throughout Western Mass and Southern

NH even after retirement! Mr. Alderman was an active member of many architectural societies

and local civic organi zations. He was president for two term of the Western Chapter of the
American Institute of Architects and vice president of the Massachusetts State Association of

U
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Architects. In 1978, he and Mary transferred their church membership to a church in Jaffrey N
They became a well -known active couple in that community. In 1994 the residents even created

H.

what i s Known as AAl der man Par ko i n recognition

beautification projects for the Town!

Bissell Alderman died in Jaffrey NH on April 30, 1999. He wi || al ways

architect who combined art and science in order to create for his clients a blending of
har moni ous design for them and the environment. o
been associated with such a man and architect!

David Morrell, Center Church historian

Peterson Scholarship Fund

o = e—
:
:

2017 MHC Graduate . Simo was a recipient of our Peterson
Scholarship Fund. She came to MHC from Zimbabwe throu gha
special program targeting academically gifted and economically
disadvantaged program. Simo said that the Peterson S cholarship
hel ped financiallyé. yesé. but more
someone believed in her and believed that she could graduate f rom
college. Her major was Biology and her minor Chemistry. Simo now
is headed for Johns Hopkins with hopes of fulfilling her goal working in
public health in her native country of Zimbabwe.

The Peterson Scholarship Committee feels blessed to have known
Simo. We are confident that her intelligence, enthusiasm and

i P8 determination to succeed combined with a most gracious personality

will allow her to be successful in the years ahead.

Important Reminder

The next edition of  Church at the Center will co me out June 22nd  and will include
information for July and August . There is no August edition. Please think ahead to any
team/ group summer activity that wil!/ need to be
BY JUNE 15 ™' with summer hours and T hiaaway - time is limited!

Thanks! And have a wonderful summer!!

4
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Tell Me the Stories 2 June 2017

We have four hymns to talk about this month - one from each hymnal and two which are in both
of them. The first, Jesus, Sovereign, Savior  (NCH 255) is not one that we have sung very much.
The text, written by Patrick Kirkland, was published after his death in 1961 in the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church  hymnal. Below the hymn, it says that he was a Presbyterian pastor in

Cheshire, England for 40 vyears. The tune, iKi ngo
Williams and was originally composed for At the Name of Jesus  in 1925. Its title references the
country home where he spent many weekends. Vaughan Willams composed operas,
symphonies, ballets, church music, and film scores and was a leading 20 " century English
composer. Williams, the son of an Anglican vicar, edited three books of hymns and carols during
his lifetime.

The second hymnis 7KLV LV 0\ )DWKH (PHMUS5R IWi®d@he of the hymns which many of us

grew up singing. It came from a 16 -verse poem by Maltbie Babcock, published in 1901 after his

deat h. Each stanza begaant hweirtbhs fwohilsd. ids myrkh i n
graduated from Auburn Theol ogical Seminary and bec
mini sters of his generation. 0 He served in a numb

excellent athlete, a s Kkilled musician on the organ, piano, and violin and someone who dearly

loved nature. In this hymn he encourages us to appreciate this earth which God created for us.

The tune ATerra Beataodo (happy or blessed ear trejodyi g
which was arranged in 1915 by Franklin Sheppard. There is some question about whether he

actually composed it. Born in Philadelphia, a businessman by vocation, he was also a musician,

editor of a Sunday school songbook, and director of Sunday schoo | music.

| Sing a Song of the Saints of God (NCH 295, PH 481) was written by Lesbia Scott. She actually

did not write it to be published, but j ust to be
Everyday Hymns for Little Children i ncluded Afworarmd imulsu<trati onso
done for her own children. She was born in London and wrote this song in 1929. Also interested

in amateur theatrical productions, she actually wr
composed by John Hopkins, a Vermonter by birth, and named after a town along Lake

Champlain where he lived in retirement. He composed the tune specifically for this hymn. He
was ordained in the Episcopal church and served several churches in the Midwest until his
retirement.

O God of Earth and Altar  (PH 436, NCH 582) is the final selection for this month. Written by G.K.
Chesterton originally as a poem in 1906, it was updated by Jane P. Huber in 1985 for the NCH

version. Chesterton is listed as author in the PH version for the entir e hymn, while he is credited
with the first two stanzas and Huber with an alternate stanza two and three for the NCH version.
Chesterton is most known for his stories, novels, plays, biographies and verse than for hymns.

Jane Huber has nine hymns in the NC H and is the author of four collections of original hymns.
She was a very active member of the Presbyterian church, who grew up singing as a child in her

home, in church, and then throughout her life. She attended Northfield School for Girls here in

weste rn MA, Wellesley College, and received her B.A. from Hanover College, where her father

was president. ALl angloffan, o the hymn tune, is a
in 1872. It may have actually come from England to Wales in the 18 ™ or 19" century and it may
refer to the AChurch of St. Gloffan. 0 The harmoni z

Welsh hymnbook editor and composer.
Cindy Morrell , Associate in Music

Resources used: J ane Par ker AMBinbirgrFéith (1987); Kenneth W. Osbeck's 101 Hymn Stories

(1982) and Amazing Grace (1990) ; Ro b er t Mc Cu ®uw Hyannodlys (1937); Ceci | i a M. Stued bfn 6 sjf,
Hymns We Love ( 1934) ; Ronal d EWh®?bBbemW®Wbonbdef Hy nfi967Wr and &he New Century

Hymnal Companion , ed. Kristen Forman (1998).
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