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ALL ARE WELCOME AT CENTER CHURCH ON THE COMMON, 
AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING UCC CONGREGATION, 

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD STIRS US TO EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY, 
DEEPEN OUR FAITH IN JESUS, SHARE OUR TEARS AND LAUGHTER, 

AND EXTEND GOD'S ABUNDANT LOVE AND JUSTICE INTO THE WORLD. 

*************************************** 

How do we respond to Advent? 
 

We respond with Hope.  

We respond with Peace. 

We respond with Joy. 

We respond with love. 
 

How do you wish to participate in Advent? Maybe it will be helpful for those who do not know much about it 
to explain its meaning! Advent begins the church liturgical year by helping us focus on what it means to 
welcome Jesus into our midst. Each Sunday we light the Advent Candles. Each candle depicts a theme that 
Jesus will bring to us: Hope, Peace, Joy (pink), and Love. Then on Christmas Eve night we light the Christ 
Candle. “The theme of light is often used in the northern hemisphere because Advent is experienced at the 
darkest time of the year.” (UCC Book of Worship) 
 

Take some time to reflect on these themes. I am going to be asking myself “How may I cultivate hope, peace, 
joy, and love for those whom I encounter. 
 

With Joy (also, hope, peace, and love), 
Lori 



The West Mass Brass Ensemble, a volunteer brass band, opens its Fourth Annual 
Christmas 2017 concerts series on December 2nd, at Center Church in South 
Hadley at 3 PM.  

The concert is on a Saturday and is FREE ADMISSION (free will offering will be taken) 
and the parking is free. All contributions go to support the band. Performances last 
about an hour and a half long. The church will be holding a Holiday Bazaar earlier in 
the day.  

The West Mass Brass Ensemble, started in September 2014, and is made up of brass band enthusiasts, music 
majors, music teachers, and students, all coming together to play music in the British brass band tradition from 
all over Western Mass and Southern CT. The band practices once a week, and was started and is conducted by 
Ken McCance of Millers Falls, MA. 

The mission of the band is to perpetuate British style brass banding. It’s goals include providing challenging 
music to play in suitable settings, and sharing the unique sound of a quality brass band with the public. 

Interested individuals may contact Ken McCance (kmccance@aol.com) for more information about the band 
(including membership and performances). 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Al Duffy will be attending a Forum of Learning on Public Safety Crisis at Hampshire College the first week in 
December.  Within the Trustees we have talked about how to ensure the safety of all members and friends, 
while still being a welcoming church. Once some decisions are made we will share with you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Eve Services 
December 24, 2017 

 

10:00 am Worship  

4:00 pm Candlelight 

7:30 Candlelight service 

As is Center Church tradition our Christmas Eve offerings will be directed to Heifer Fund International. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Coffee Hour….      Thank you , Stewardship, for being our hosts this past month.  You were 
wonderful with your help and weekly “goodies”.   
     During December the Activities Team will be our hosts.  This team helps to enhance the 

fellowship of the church through non-budgetary fundraising activities such as our Columbus 

Day Fair, Plant Sale and the Holiday Bazaar.  Receptions for funerals and memorial services 

are also the responsibility of this team.  Members are:  Sue Beyer, Del Borah, Corinne 

Chartrand, David Morrell, Nancy Perman and Joyce Tomlinson.  Karen Anderson is an 

adjunct member.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
It’s Not Too Late! A big thank you to all who have filled out and returned the Time and Talent form.  The 

Membership Team is anxious to have as many of you as possible hand one in.  If you can’t find the one sent to 

you, there are flyers in the narthex and on the table by the office. 

 

Did you know you can purchase Equal 

Exchange Organic Coffee in the Church Office 
– only $7.50 a bag – French Roast or Columbian.  

2.8 oz. Chocolate bars too! – only $3.00 each. 
 

     

Rev. Souder will be away 
December 4 - 7 and 

December 26 - January 3. 

The Church Office will be closed 

Dec. 22, 25 and 26.  January 1 and5. 

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.183217/


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
                                          

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Situational:  
Betsy Bergen 

Fran Collins 

Lesley Dunbar, Betsy Bergen’s sister 

Judy Hemingway 

Kate Hoffman  

Eunice Howes 

Eunice Howes’ son Steve 

Donna Johnson, Cindy Morrell’s cousin 

Peter Kovalesky 

Sharyn Kovalesky 

Family and friends of Lillian Leviton who passed 
away  November 14th  

Miriam Markarian, following surgery 

Edward Matuvhunye  

Family and Friends of Janice Nelson who passed 
away November 26th  

David Ryder Barb Hubbard’s brother  
 

 

      We keep those serving in the military 
recently left for 

Continual:   
 

Emily Bangs-Orsini (at Mt. St. Vincent)  

Chuck Blakney 

Luke Bradley  

Marjorie and Carl Buschner  

Karol Coffin’s mother 

Wayne Cowan  

Daniel Dempsey 

Tim Garrett’s friends David Drummond &   
        Sterling McAndrew  
Muriel Graham 

Lou Hamilton 

Jane Hazen 

Phyllis Lacoste 

Hector Reyes 

Anita Sarro’s son Michael in need of a transplant  

Jill Therrien, Linda Wolf’s niece  
 
 
 
in our prayers including Kevin Waller who Air 
Force Basic Training 



 
 
 

In December, the Promised Land Sunday School will anticipate the excitement of Jesus’s birth with 
crafting! Hand-made Advent wreaths, ornaments, and scarves (for the Mitten Tree) are all part of the plan as 
we get ready for this joyous season!!! Thank you to all our volunteers who have supported the classrooms and 
the curriculum in November. The Promised Land is richer and better with your gifts and talents!  
 

Martha Guild, CE Director 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                                            Invitation to Promised Land Children, Youth and Accompanying Adults 

To A BOAR’S HEAD FESTIVAL 

Trinity United Methodist Church, Springfield, MA 

Saturday, January 13th, 2018   2:00 – 6:15 PM 
 

The Center Church Christian Education Committee is pleased to invite 

Children, Youth and accompanying adults from our church to attend a spectacular performance called a Boar’s 

Head Festival in Springfield.  The festival is a medieval dramatization of the Epiphany story that is presented 

to the community by the Trinity United Methodist Church in Springfield.  The production includes engaging 

drama, music, dancing, and amazing costumes.  It is offered as a gift to the community by a cast of well over 

100 children and adults, plus live animals.  It is presented as an engaging drama and processional, depicting a 

medieval village’s celebration of the Messiah’s arrival. 

This year, the Christian Education committee has purchased tickets for 10 children, youth or accompanying 

adults to attend this performance on Saturday, January 13th at 2:45PM. (The performance is not recommended 

for children under the age of five.) Priority will be given to families affiliated with the Promised Land or Youth 

program, but if tickets are still available after 12/30/17, additional church members may be able to attend.  We 

will plan to leave Center Church at approximately 2:00PM, and return at approximately 6:15PM.    The 

performance is about 3 hours in length, and travel time is about 25 minutes each way.  Saturday, January 13th 

is during MLK weekend.  The tickets are available at no charge, as this opportunity has been made possible by 

the CE team.   

Please contact Kate Hoffman by 12/30/17 if you or your children are interested in attending this performance - 

(khoffman0203@gmail.com).  Promised Land and Youth families will be given first priority, but others may 

attend if there are still tickets available after 12/30/17.    

 

 
   

Our Youth Director, Claire Houston will be heading off to Scotland for her second semester abroad. While we 
will miss her and her gifts, Emily Carle will be filling for Claire beginning near the end of January. 
 

Emily is concluding her first semester at MHC.  She has been a life long member of the United Church of 
Christ and just joined Center Church. She brings many skills and enthusiasm.   Recently Emily has been 
overlapping with Claire on Sunday mornings to become better acquainted with the youth. 
 

Please wish Claire bon voyage when you see her and welcome Emily as the Youth Director…or better yet 
encourage the youth to attend on Sunday morning at 10:00am. Usually the first Sunday or the month the youth 
go directly up to the youth room and the other Sundays they leave after the joys and concerns. 

 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Youth Group 
 

mailto:khoffman0203@gmail.com


 
 
 

As we head into this final month of 2017, the Trustees are cautiously optimistic about our financial health for 
this year. At our November meeting, we heard the figures for the budget through October.  We should have 
been at about 84% of our total budget both in income and expenses. We stood at 93.37% for our income and the 
expenses came to 82.22%. Our miscellaneous income, memorial gifts and user donations are well over that %.  
Our weekly Sunday offering plate is doing incredibly well too.  Now that our regular program is back running 
at 100%, we know that the “expense” numbers will move us quickly toward 100% of those projected line totals. 
If all the numbers hold, we should be very close to having little or no deficit for the 2017 year.  Thanks to all who 
have helped make this possible! 
 

We held a conversation this month with Del Borah about the Peterson Scholarship Fund and all that it entails. 
With some tweaking of its logistics, we think the upcoming year will be a good one for the scholarship fund. As 
with other teams, the Trustees also discussed the relatively rare issue of having a possible three church services 
on Christmas Eve, as it falls on a Sunday this year.  We were very pleased to hear that our church’s $600 “profit” 
from the November Jazz Concert will be sent to help with Puerto Rico’s continuing crisis.  Our endowment has 
had an exceptional year of growth. We heard some distressing news about the condition of our south rose 
window, the smaller windows also in the sanctuary, and the projected cost to fix them.  We are, however, equally 
thrilled that Adam Suska, our rose window “fixer,” believes that he can fix most all of the problems sometime 
in 2018. While we do have some funds in hand, we will still need to fundraise to find other funds to cover the 
entire cost.  Hopefully, the financial challenge and Adam’s availability to work for us will coincide after the first 
of the new year.  We have been so fortunate to find someone of his caliber to keep our rose windows in good 
shape. We were apprised of the UCC’s suggestions about keeping our church members safe while in our 
buildings, and will work with the deacons on that in the year ahead. 
 

We devoted time at the end of the meeting to a discussion about the 2018 budget and will be eager to hear a 
report from the Stewardship Team at our December meeting. We will continue to fine tune the 2018 budget as 
we work toward our annual meeting in February.       

                       Cindy Morrell, secretary 
 

 
Council met on November 7 with moderator pro-tem Eliot Chartrand, chair of the Trustees. Rev. Souder handed 
out information about the Amherst Community Connections. Their mission is to: “empower, advocate for, and 
assist those in need.” She feels that this organization is a “good fit” for Center Church. She asked if we were 
willing to partner with them. She had another handout concerning “leadership ideas.” Some of the ideas 
included volunteering vs. serving, recruiting vs. inviting, focusing on the individual not the task and other 
examples. CE is planning Advent activities. Martha Guild is forming partnerships with previous Promised Land 
participants to assist her in month-by-month initiatives. Deacons called for a discussion about holding three 
worship services on this upcoming Christmas Eve Sunday. Those team representatives present were asked to 
discuss this at their next various meetings. Outreach received $600 from the November 4 Jazz Concert proceeds. 
They are sending it on for hurricane relief in Puerto Rico. Kate’s Kitchen received money for sandwich supplies 
from the team. Trustees had the sanctuary’s south rose window inspected by Adam Suska. He found it to be in 
need of repair along with the other small windows’ sills. This will be a substantial financial ($52,000) outlay. 
There is some money in place, but donors will be sought. The November Gun Safety Vigil had 20 participants! 
Lori is hoping to have more vigils. Discussion was held about how Center Church can do more fundraising. 
Security issues for Center Church were talked about. We need to be mindful about locking doors during worship 
services and other activities held in the building. 

 

Center Church in Transition 
 

Deaths:    November 14, Lillian I. (Bainard) Leviton,  97 years of age. 
      November 26, Janice Nelson,  91 years of age.       David C. Morrell, clerk 

 

News from the Trustees for December 2017 
 

 

Notes from Church Council 



 
 

 
 

 

The Outreach Team is sending a $500 contribution to Child 

Haven. Child Haven helps women and children who are 
orphaned or severely destitute who have no where else to 
turn. With thousands of supporters around the world, 

Child Haven now operates nine Homes in four countries - India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Tibet - where they 
look after almost 1000 children.  
 

Child Haven provides full care through high school age and then provides vocational training so that each 
child can enter the local society as a productive adult. Girls and boys are treated equally, and without regard 
to race, class, color, religion, or culture. Living is simple and meals are vegetarian. Child Haven also looks after 
about 150 women and seniors. Women receive education and job training.  Homes are staffed with local 
people, who are assisted by volunteer interns. 
 

If you would like to add your personal donation to the Outreach Team contribution, please write Child Haven 
in the memo line of your check and place it in the collection plate.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Food For Friends 
Our November Outreach partner is Food For Friends and we made a $500 donation to support this important 
mission to the community. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Christmas Fund 
During the Christmas season, members of Center Church reach out 
through many efforts to brighten lives and share tangible tokens of love, 
including donations of household items, toys, and food for our neighbors 
near and far.  One tradition that is less visible, but deeply appreciated by 
recipients, is the UCC Christmas Fund.  This offering for retired clergy 
and church workers, once known as Veterans of the Cross, provides assistance to those who have so faithfully 
served our Church, and who now find themselves facing unexpected financial needs. In 2016, UCC 
congregations and members generously contributed 1,562,260 to the Offering. This enabled the Pension 
Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program to provide, on behalf of the whole Church, Pension Supplementation, 
Health Premium Supplementation, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks directly to 
individuals and families in need. This year, the Christmas Fund offering will be taken on Sunday, December 
17.  Envelopes will be provided and gratefully received. 

                                                               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Christmas Eve Collection 
Center Church has a long-standing tradition of supporting Heifer Project through the 
Christmas Eve service collections and we will continue to support this mission this year. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS:  The temperature is dropping and soon that white stuff will be 

falling.  New arrivals from Puerto Rico and children in South Hadley will need warm 
mittens, hats and scarves.  The mitten tree will be appearing in Fellowship Hall 
shortly.  Our hope is that we can fill the tree with brightly colored, warm kitted things. 
                                                                           ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Are you interested in an Urban Challenge? We are considering doing a weekend mission trip to.......... 
Springfield. Trinity United Methodist Church offers some great opportunities reaching out into the 
community. Let Lori or Art Proctor know of your interest. We are considering a youth or youth and adult 
group to head down to Springfield for a weekend in June/July. 

 

Outreach Partners of the Month 
“Hearts to Hands to Hope 



 

 

 

 
 

Just weeks ago, so many members and friends of Center Church "Stepped Up...So We Can Step 
Out" during our Stewardship Pledge Sunday.  If you have not had the chance to complete and return 

your 2018 pledge card yet, we hope you will soon. Please join us in Stepping Up so that Center 
Church can continue to change lives and advocate for peace, love and justice in this world well 
beyond our walls. Extra pledge cards can be found at the entrances to the sanctuary and placed in the 
offering plate on any Sunday, or delivered to the church office during convenient hours. We will 
begin following up in December with those who may need some extra assistance or attention with 
their pledge. Please let us know if you have any questions as you consider your pledge and gift to 
God and Center Church for the coming year. 
 

Peace & Blessings, 
Your Stewardship Team (John Anz, Don Donihue, Brian Lapis & Bob Russell 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

December 2, 2016     
9am – 3pm 

For your Christmas Shopping  - there will be gift bags, pantry delights, chocolate 
sauce, meat lasagna and Butternut squash lasagna (for takeout) and a HUGE selection 
of Christmas decorations (NONE were sold at the Columbus Day Fair.)and a great 
selection of books.  We’d like to have a Cookie Sale – which was VERY successful last 
year -  so PLEASE plan to make a batch of Cookies.   
 

Plan to come back for the FREE WestMA Brass Holiday Concert 
at 3pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

Stewardship 2017 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 You are invited to participate in an All-Church Read this coming winter.  

     We will read Strangers in Their Own Land: Anger and Mourning on the American 
Right, by sociologist Arlie Hochschild, from Berkeley, California. Opportunities for 
group discussion of the book led by Lorain Giles and Don Donihue are planned for 
late winter or early spring. 

     In this book, the author embarks on a thought-provoking journey from her liberal 
hometown deep into Louisiana bayou country―a stronghold of the conservative 
right. As she gets to know people there, Hochschild finds common ground and 
quickly warms to the people she meets―among them a Tea Party activist whose 
town has been swallowed by a sinkhole caused by a drilling accident―people whose 
concerns are actually ones that all Americans share: the desire for community, the 
embrace of family, and hopes for their children. Hochschild finds lives ripped apart 
by stagnant wages, a loss of home, an elusive American dream―and political choices 
and views that make sense in the context of their lives. Her book was chosen to help 

us better understand and heal the divisions so obvious our country today. A study guide/Questions for 
discussion will be available. 

     We will purchase the books through the Odyssey Bookshop. We will most likely order after the first of the 
year, and we will have them in the church office then for you to pick up. The cost per book (hardcover) will be 
in the neighborhood of $20.00. You may reserve a copy in advance by signing up on one of the sheets outside 
the church office and in Fellowship Hall—by early January. 

       We hope you will join us reading and discussing this book. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you to the Center Church folks who donated Turkeys, fixings and gift cards  

so that those in need could enjoy a complete Thanksgiving Dinner.   

We were able to offer this to five families – 

 all of whom were most grateful.  
 

                               Thank you for your generosity of spirit!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY AT CENTER CHURCH 
 

                                                Ministers:  All Church Members 
                                      Senior Minister:   Rev. Lori J. Souder 
                                 Minister Emeritus:            Rev. Charles P. Blakney 

 

                Christian Education Program                          Music Program 
                  Children:   Martha Guild                                         Organist:       Larry Schipull 
                  Youth:       Claire Houston                             Choir Director:      Cheryl Cobb                                                 
                  Adult:       Randy Purinton and             Associate in Music:      Cynthia Morrell 
                           Betsy Bergen, Team Chairs                                       

 

     Office Administrator: Cynthia Jubinville 
                   Sexton:     Bob Farman 

 

 

All Church Book Read 



 

 

 

 

On October 29, we celebrated all of our living retired ministers and missionaries in the congregation. 
Lori came up with the fact that if you put all of their service together, it would span 335 years!  And 
these are her “snapshots” for each of them, plus some additional information which I’ve added.  The 
date when they had a biographical article in the CACs is listed at the end of their paragraph. In 
alphabetical order, they are: 

Ministers 

Chuck Blakney, minister emeritus, was ordained in December 1951 – that’s 61 years ago. Lived in Rhodesia 
with his family as a missionary for 10 years and then worked at UCBWM headquarters until August 1970. He 
and his family then came to Center Church, retiring from here in 1993.  In 1996, he became our first minister 
emeritus. (Sept. ‘05)  

Don Donihue was ordained in 1959 as an Elder in the California-Nevada Conference, United Methodist 
Church. In his 48 years, he served 31 years as an ordained minister with that Conference and nine years as a 
local church pastor for four churches in Northern CA. He also spent 22 years under special appointment by his 
bishop as professor/administrator in higher education in Kansas (Baker University) and CT (Naugatuck Valley 
Community College).   Don joined Center Church in March 2013, currently serves on the stewardship team and 
has also been working with adult CE. (Sept. ’15) 

Lorain Giles, was ordained in 1977 (40 years ago) in our Hampshire Association. Over a 36-year career in 

parish ministry, she has served four churches -- Shelburne and Hadley here in the Pioneer Valley; Yarmouth, 
ME; and Lyme, NH.  She and Bill joined our church in February 2014. She currently occasionally visits the 
Promised Land along with Harry Bear and has also been working with Adult CE. (March ’15) 

Randy Hyvonen, was ordained in 1973 (44 years ago) and served in three congregations between 1973 and 
19'93 (with 5 years out to teach and do a home remodeling business).  Then for about 19 years he was called to 
do conference ministry in 13 different states/four conferences. Randy and Karen joined our church in October 
2015.  He serves on the usher team and has occasionally substituted for Lori in our pulpit.  (Feb. ‘16) 

Randy Purinton was ordained in the UCC in 1984 (34 years ago) in Newfane, VT, and was a religion teacher 
and chaplain at the secondary school level for 20 yrs. He was CE director at Center Church and supervised the 
renovation of the church chapel and our Promised Land on the top floor of the education building.  Randy joined 
our church in October 1997 and is now a member of the adult CE team, sings in the choir, and is one of our 
delegates. (May ’06) 

Missionaries 

Anna and Don Sibley were called and commissioned in the Presbyterian Church of the USA in 1968 (49 years 
ago) to be “fraternal workers/missionaries” under the Guatemalan Presbyterian Church. For 23 years, they were 
agricultural teachers. Upon returning to the US, they worked for the Presbyterian Church and Church World 
Service, heading out again to Costa Rica and Nicaragua.  Don currently serves on the outreach team. (We hope 
to feature Don and Anna in the January Church at the Center)       
  

Lori and Cindy Morrell 

 

Celebrating….. 



 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS FROM A FORMER  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION DIRECTOR DURING THE 1950s 

 

Remembering conversations with my late mother-in-law, Barbara 
Jeanne (Bobby Jeanne) White about what it was like when she was 
Center Church’s CE director in the 1950s was so enlightening! At that 
time there were nearly 300 children in the Sunday School! Christmas 
pageants were a major production to say the least. They required hours 
of preparation, many volunteers and super patience. Most of them 
came off with a number of “hitches” but all were, according to her, fun 
filled and deeply satisfying. 
 

While looking through some of her various information-filled file 
folders, I came across one folder labeled “Christmas.” In it were 

selections of readings and quotes that she used when planning her 
curriculum for the season.  They opened a window into her philosophy 

about life and her religion. One of her writings to her staff included: “The most important thing to remember is 
that at Christmas we celebrate a beginning, a birth, not an end. The Spirit of Christmas shouldn’t merely limit 
itself to the holiday season but should last the whole year through. Christmas joy is like that of small seeds sown 
to bring new growth and greater joy!”  
  

Her “go to” philosopher/theologian was Albert Schweitzer who wrote: “He comes to us as one unknown, 
without a name. He came to those men who knew him not. He speaks to us, He speaks the same words…Follow, 
follow Me!” Other philosophical quotes she shared with staff members: “Friendship is the shining pattern we 
weave into the tapestry of remembered Christmases…”(Anon).  For her love of birds: “I heard a bird sing in the 
dark of December, a magical thing and sweet to remember…”(Anon).  Other quotes are: “Christmas is a promise 
of joyous surprises for the young in years and the young in heart a promise of good times shared with 
love…”(Pearl S. Buck).  “If you spend money to give people joy, you are not being commercial. It is only when 
you feel obliged to do something about Christmas that the spirit is spoiled…”(Eleanor Roosevelt).  “It is 
necessary; while in darkness, to know that there is light somewhere, to know that oneself, waiting to be found, 
there is light…”(James Baldwin).  “Who has been kind the whole year through shall bear in his hands a light: a 
candle of gladness to guide his feet through the beautiful holy night; and peace will wrap him round about like 
a garment soft and white…”(Grace Noll Crowell).  “I thank God for Christmas. Would that it lasted all year. For 
a Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day, all the world over is a better place, and men and women are more lovable. 
Love itself seeps into every heart and miracles happen…”(Peter Marshall).  “Christmas waves a magic wand 
over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful. If only for one short day, ill will is set aside, 
and the effect upon our lives is miraculous…”(Norman Vincent Peale). 
 

Lastly, here is a Christmas prayer that she shared: let us pray that strength and courage abundant be given to all who 
work for a world of reason and understanding that the good that lies in everyone’s heart may day by day be magnified…that 
we all will come to see more clearly… not that which divides us, but that which unites us…that each hour may bring us 
closer to a final victory, not of nation over nation, but of us over our own evils and weaknesses…that the true spirit of the 
Christmas season, its joy, its beauty, its hope and above all its abiding faith…may live among us…that the blessings of 
peace be ours… the peace to build and grow, to live in harmony and sympathy with others, and to plan for the future with 
confidence. What I happily remember is that Bobby Jeanne loved life and teaching others and helping others find 
their “way.” As she would have said, it is good to encourage others and find time for others. We should forgive 
enemies and apologize if we are wrong. Try to think first of someone else…appreciate! We should be kind, be 
gentle. Laugh a little…laugh a little more! We should always express our gratitude. Take pleasure in the beauty 
and wonder of the Earth. GO TO CHURCH!             David C. Morrell, Center Church historian 

 

From the Church Historian 

Barbara (Bobby Jeanne) White 
CE Director 1952 - 59 



 

 

 

 

 

Our November hymn of the month has been NCH 560 By Whatever Name We Call You. As I first wrote about this 
hymn (CAC Oct. ’08), Dosia Carlson, a friend of Lori’s, was on staff at Church of the Beautitudes in Phoenix and 
composed this text in 1990.  She was ordained in the UCC in 1979 and at that time her faith statement included 
words from several hymns she had already written.  The hymn text talks about names we use for God, various 
ways to worship and the gifts we give back to God, and also emphasizes that “we cannot fully comprehend 
God’s nature or totally respond to God’s love.” Dosia has two other hymn texts in the NCH and their “stories” 
relate that she used her childhood polio as a way “into outreach ministry for others.” Peter Niedmann (born 30 
years later than Dosia) was actually commissioned by the NCH committee to compose the tune for her words.  
He called it “Ogontz” for a summer choir camp site in Lyman, NH.  He was born in CT and graduated from 
UConn. He serves as an organist and choirmaster, has received an award for organ improvisation and published 
various anthems.  
 

Now Thank We all Our God’s (NCH 419, PH 29) words were written by Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) who was a 
Lutheran pastor in Eilenberg, Saxony and whose ministry began during the Thirty Years’ War in Germany.  
Eilenberg was a walled city which became the home of many refugees from the fighting of that war.  The Swedish 
army eventually surrounded the city and conditions therein were pretty bad.  Homes were destroyed, people 
were dying, and all the while, the pastors ministered to everyone.  Eventually, Martin Rinkart was the only 
pastor left and so, when the siege was at a standstill and the Swedes were demanding a ransom, he went outside 
the walls to negotiate with them.  Because of what he did, the hostilities were ended and the suffering of the city 
residents came to an end.  He composed the words for this hymn for the survivors “knowing there is no healing 
without thanksgiving.”  Johann Cruger (1598-1662) composed the tune “Nun Danket” in about 1647. Educated 
as a musician in his home country of Prussia, he lived most of his life in Berlin and served as a cantor in a local 
church for 40 years.  (CAC Nov. ’04) 
 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (NCH 4, PH 7) is set to one of our most famous classical pieces, Beethoven’s “Hymn 
of Joy” from his Ninth Symphony and is its final chorus.  The words were written almost 100 years later in 1907 
by Henry Van Dyke.  The NCH’s comments call him a “noted church leader, U.S. ambassador, Navy chaplain, 
and prolific writer.” Born in 1862 in Pennsylvania, he was also a pastor and professor of English literature.  One 
of his best known books is The Other Wise Man. He was also chair of the committee which compiled the 
Presbyterian Book of Common Worship. The PH places this hymn under the subtitle “Adoration and Praise” 
while the NCH places it under the “God” heading.  Apparently Van Dyke composed the hymn while visiting 
Williams College to preach and, in handing the words to the college president on a slip of paper, said that the 
Berkshires were his inspiration.  He specified that it must be sung to “Hymn of Joy.”  Van Dyke said that it was 
written as a “hymn of trust and joy and hope” with verses which are “simple expressions of common Christian 
feelings and desires in this present time.” 
 

Our final hymn this month is O Savior, for the Saints (NCH 298) and is one of the hymns listed for All Saints Day. 
The text first appeared in 1837 while Richard Mant was serving as a bishop in Ireland.  Following in his father’s 
footsteps, he was ordained in the Church of England in 1803 and began his career a parish priest before moving 
up the ranks. In addition to that vocation, he wrote several “volumes of sacred poetry.”  William Walter 
composed the tune “Festal Song” which first appeared in 1872. An American by birth, he started playing organ 
in church while a youth. He moved to NYC where he served four different Manhattan churches over the span 
of 25 years. “Festal Song” was originally composed for Awake and Sing the Song.  It was also paired with Arise, 
Your Light Has Come in the NCH (164). 
 

       Cindy Morrell, associate in music 
 

Resources used:  The New Century Hymnal Companion, ed. Kristen Forman (1998). Robert Morgan’s Then Sings My Soul 
(2003) 
 

 

Tell Me the Stories  - December 2017 
 



 

 

                    
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Once again our sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas. 
                                  

The deadline for placing your order will be Friday December 1st. 
 

   Number of plants you wish to order         6 “ pots           $  10 each 
 

                        #________ red        # _________white         
   

   ___________      Total payment enclosed.    Please make checks payable to: 

     “First Congregational Church” and note “Christmas Poinsettias” on the memo line. 
 

         Please forward your completed order and check to the church office on or before      
              December 1st.     Requests received after that date cannot be guaranteed. 

 

       In Loving  
       Memory of        _______________________________ 
   

       In Honor of      _______________________________ 
 

GIVEN BY     ___________________________________________ 
 

Please check one of the following: 
 

_____ I will pick up after church on Christmas Eve for myself or to deliver to a shut in. 
 

_____ I will not be taking my plant(s). 
 

NAME __________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

Did you know you can purchase Equal Exchange Organic Coffee in the Church Office – only $7.50 a bag 

– French Roast or Columbian.  2.8 oz. Chocolate bars too! – only $3.00 each.  Great Stocking Stuffers! 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   

On the first Sunday of each month, 
please bring any of the following items to worship: 

 
   Canned vegetables             Canned fruits                         Cereals          Soups 

 

        Dried Pastas          Rice                                                         Canned beans           Tuna Fish 
 

   Peanut Butter     Jam/Jelly                                                             Juices       Crackers 
 

          Spaghetti sauce                                                                                     Meals in a can 
     

The monthly offering is used for direct appeals to Center Church 
and for donation to local food pantries. 

 

  Our gifts are extended to the hungry and the poor -  those who need them most! 
 Food offerings may be left inside the Church Street entrance at other times. 

 

Thank you for your compassionate response! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

02 June Harris 

05 Benjamin Sherry 

 Kingsley Sherry 

06 Brenda Mathieu 

11 Leland Towne 

14 Dan Sherry 

17     Sarah Smith 

18 Garnett Sherry 

20 Jeanne (Morrell) Hough 

22 Kate Jubinille 

29 Meghan Moore 
 
 

Thank you to Center Nursery School 

students and families for bringing in food 

for the Church food pantry.   We 

provided 5 families with Thanksgiving 

dinner this year  - using a lot of the items 

you donated to that cause – and will 

help more in the future with the wide 

variety of items you collected.  

 THANK YOU! 
  

Happy Holidays to you 

and Thanks So Much!! 
 

Rev. Souder will be away for the week 

following Christmas – returning to the office 
on January 3rd. 

The Church Office will be closed 
December 22 and 26 as well as 

January 1st and 5th . 

May we all recognize our Blessings this 
Christmas Season and know Peace 

in the coming year! 

 
important Reminder:   

Please remember to complete 

payment of your pledge by 

December 31st so that we can 

credit the operating fund 

for 2017. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday December 3, 2pm - The Magic of the 
Organ: Christopher White plays North Hadley 

Congregational Church's historic 1866 Johnson 
Organ, a Hadley Treasure, with selections from 
Buxtehude, Bach, deGrigny, Beethoven, Debussy as 
well as his own improvisations.  The afternoon will 
end with a joyful Christmas sing-a-long and 
reception.  Mr White, UMASS faculty, holds 
degrees from Yale, CUNY-Queens, and Oberlin 
and studied with Haskell Thompson and James 
David Christie.  $10 at door. Proceeds benefit 
NHCC Organ Maintenance Fund and the Hadley 
Library Fund. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=children+clip+art&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1214&bih=754&tbm=isch&tbnid=3dDS1SQc8E_aVM:&imgrefurl=http://hillcrestnews.yolasite.com/january-issue-2011.php&docid=ttQ1K7XtHNkryM&imgurl=http://hillcrestnews.yolasite.com/resources/children_clip_art.jpg&w=326&h=223&ei=d-jTTrHjMOf10gH0t8zDBw&zoom=1


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thank you to All  
who have contributed this year to the 

programs and life of Center Church 

with their Time, Talent  

and Financial Gifts. 

We are most grateful to and for, 

each of you and wish for all the 

Blessings of the Holiday Season  

and Health, Happiness and  

PEACE in the coming year. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


